
staniding upl for whlat hec believ-es to be his dutty, are
flot onfly ill-tiimed, but iinseemly. We trust to hecar
that ls rcsiglnation is flot accepted.

BRITISH COLUMBIA MINERAL PRODUCTION.

The total valueç of the inierai production of
Britishi Columbiia Iast %vea.r was S17,4()5-954, or an
increase over thie precediing yecar of on,,Y $9,404. This
bald statemnilt is, soiiewhIat disappointing, but there
are facts oÀ ail explanatory nature to- be taken into
conisideration. Chief allnong these, perhaps, is that
so miany of the companies have been or are engaged
.in inst'alling machinery and other improvements,
-which have declayedl the work of production, but
whiich, wheni fuilly ini operation, \viII place it on a much
more economnical footing, and more than makç up

,for preserit losses. Strikes were accounitable, too, in
,the earlier portion of the year for a considerable
diminution. Th le whole buiesof mining, however,
in thec Province of I3ritish Columbilia seems tri be
getting based uponi a more secure founidation, and
tis is gradually leading to ain eliminiation of enter-
prises not foundeld uipon substantial nment, such as,
in the past, have cast doubt ilpcn even legitirnate
undi(er-taings. The following table wiIl show in
brief formi the production for the ye-arS 1902-1903*

5902. 903.

Quanltity. Valuec. Quantity. Value.
(bold, placer, OL._ 5.3,657 $1.X073, 140 53,021 $',«60,4-20

GIodoz. . . 23t6,491 ,88,~ 232,831 4,8r2,6i6
Silver, OL,. ... ,.. .3,517.()17 1,041, 328 6,0 1,521,472

Copper, lbs,.... 2ç>,636,05)7 3467334,359-921 4,547,535
L 11)S lb..... 22,5ý36,381 8&t -,832 -8o8,1 689,744

Coýal <flng tonls) 1 ,3Q7,394 4,1Q2.182 1,168J194 3,50o4,582
Coke (log tonis) î8o5 640-075 165-,3u 827,715

O-ther mavterials .... 48,5 .. 531,870

$;$17495,054
Iii coal, the Crow''s Nest mines showed a sub-

stanltial increase last year, but the Coast collierics
shiowedC a dlecrease, which wvas more than equivalent.
The output iu both districts was interfered with by
aabor troubles, while in the latter there was a change
in ownership and a subsequent important alteration
ini plans. Placer gold nuiining did not show anly great
change, taking the Province as a wvhole. In the
northern sections there was an increase, but in the
<centra-i a decrease. The Cariboo and Lower raser
River valley experienced adverse weather conditions.
lin Iode mine ore there was an increase over 1902 Of
,287,000O tons, or 27 per cent. This increase was
shared in by the Rossland, Boundary and Coast dis-
tricts. On nany properties improved nmethods have
rendered low-grade ores workabe

In Rossland section the ore mined amnounited to
36o,786 tons, or an increase of more than nine per
cent., but the metrIUic contents showed scaFcely an
equivalent increase, the average grade of ore nuined
being lower tlian before. This seems to be the ex-
perience of nsost of the chief mining districts ini the
world-the transition fromi the occurrence of higis-
grade bonauza ore bodies, capable of profit undr
expensive methods of smielting, to masses of lower
grade requiring niilling treatment.

0f the total output of silver, amounitlng Wo
2,996,2o4 ouinces, valtied at $x,,521,472, nearly three-
fourths wvas fotind associated with lead, which makes
the treatment, the production and value received for
ithe latter an important problern in British Columbia


