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pointed ont several of the errors it contnins,
he hag, [ think, Wiled to place hefore your
renders its utter worlthlessness as an anthentic
work, and will, 1 fenr, assist to spread its
mizchievons influence rther than prevent it.
1 newd searcely to remark that I refer entirely
10 thoxe portions of the book which applies to
the bird life of Canada, and not to that which
ix copied Irom Dr. Cuones®  Key to North
American,” oue of the hest and mast eelinhle
works ever published.  Jad M. Dionne heen
content 1o translate the © Key,” or such por-
tious of it it would be most wseful to Cana-
dinn students, he wonld have gained the well-
merited thanks of the French-spenking mem-
Lers of the fraternity.

So mneh o the buok being of an excellent
character, ereditable alike to M, Dionne’s in-
dustry, skill and good judzment, it is all the
more W be rewretted that he had not spent the
litthe additional care and Inbor which was re-
quired 1o make * Les Oisenux du Canada ™ o
standard anthority. Dt he fuiled to give the
mattter the attention its importance demanded,
and il is due 1o =tudents that they be warnald
amingt acvepting his statements, and also due
to those who may be contempliting authorship
that they =hall be mught that they are assum-
ing & grave responsibility, and can not with
impunity publish for seientific faets an army
of statemients drawn from their iinaginations
or compiled with indifierence to the reliability
of their authorities.

M. Dionne’s hook exhibits clenr evidenee of
the infinence of another mischicvons work,
“ The Binds of Canuday” by A, M. Ross, M.D.,
&e., Le., K., &e. The long list of et ceterns
by which this author sought to impress upon
his renders his eminent qualitientions tor
writing n stamdard work dild not save it from
being dimmiszsed Ly the English ¢ Zoological
Recoril,” with this severe sentence,  The text
is valueless.”  Fvery one must admit that
such hooks are worse than merely “valueless,”
for, placed in the hands of young =tudents
who ennnot discriminate between the good and
the Lad which they contain, they become mis-
lending, I'his matter is of such importance

cither that they contain accounts of the birds
of Cunmede ns such. Dr. Ross’ work refers
almest wholly to a part of Ontario, the few
references to the maritime 'rovinees, chictly
drawn from Awdnbon, and the list of species
found in Manitoba and British Columbis,
which is appended to the second cdition, do
not redeem the hody ot the work from its
purely loeal charncter, and to give it a title
bearing a wider significance is to handicap it
with a pretension which its contents will not
sustain, and will also canse confusion to inex-
perienced readers.  The same remark will
apply with greater force to M, Dionne’s work,
for he hag mentioned ouly a small portion
of the western species, awd treats them as
if they ocenrred in the Bustern Provinces,
having in the prefuce stated that he had
amitted the fanne of Manitoba and British
Colimmbia.

To stute, as Dr. Ross does, that the Brown
Thrasher “is oueol our most connnon birds,”?
that the House Wren “arrives trom the south
the first week in May,” that the FEvening
Girosbenl 18 u visitor,” il to make no fur-
ther mention of the localities in which they
oceur, in a hook entitled “The Birds ot
Canadn,” is calenlated to create a false im-
pression ; for though all this may apply to
Onturio, it does nol apply lo New Brunswick
or Nova Scotia, ag these hirds have never been
formel there.

The only remark which M. Dionne nakes
about the distribution of the Olive-backed
Thrush is ¢ Cetle espidee est rare anx envivons
de Quithee.”  As a mafter of fact, I have
found this species common throughout New
Brunswick, at no locality more so than at
Madawaskn, on the Quebee border ; and it is
also common at Lennoxville, Besides these
facts, we hive Mr, Wintle’s report of its oc-
currence near Montreal, and Mr, Merrinm’s
report of it heing ““not uncommon™ near the
Godbout; (he name is on the Morden-Saun-
ders list of Western Ontario, and iu Mr.
MeTlwraith’s old list of Hamilton species ; Mr.
J. Matthew Jones reports it common in Nova
Seotin, und Prof. Macoun found it in Mani-

that 1 asle w liltle space to quote u Tew ex=y ), il it hing been traced west (o the
amples from these books by way of illusteating {5, e o slope and north to the Aretic. With
their charaeler. 1 \\‘I“. quote from botl, fr ) ¢ ol information casy of nccesy, it i3 uite
the one is such a cluse imitation of the other inexcusable to imply that the only locality in
that the original must be examinel to detet-[ \which the Lird is known to ocenr in Canada
mine the value of the copy. is near Quebec; and when an anthor will so

In the first place, the titles of the books are | curelessly make stutemnents which we know to

misleading, for it can not be correctly said of[be incorrect, we caunot be expected to rely



