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dangerous to Pive to chlidren tlic pleasuires of aduits as to require
of then -the labors of the mnature. That tiiere is at physical basis
for ail intellectual. processes seenis sometimes to be forgotten.
Successive groups of brain celis and fibres corne into existence
wvith the successive years, and before the birtli of thefýe tissues
certain psychic functions mty not naturally exist. To for-ce
mature functions from an imimature organismn is to violate the
vdrginity oi Nature, a crime claily comm-iitted in the 'home andi in
the schiool, to be expiateci in the sick-room, sanitarium, or
asyluni. In thue beginning the fault generally lies in a
mixture of vanity and ignorance on the part of par-
ents. They wvishi their chlîdren to excel in attainrnent, and
they like to see tluem indulging in -ail the pleasures and e:;cite-
mients of 'our complex social existence. Later, the young person
wrhips himiself on'to ruin. To instance only one disaster: the
animal casualties following graduation from. hot-house sehools.
and colleges easilyr outnumber those of the whole disastrous camp
life ancd batties of our late Spanish war. As regards the second
error just mentioned, it lias seemned to mie that if deliberately
planned and scrupulously executeci, the bringingl up of some cl iii-
dren could not better prom-ote wvbat I venture to cail centriletal
development-developnuent centreing- in self. The chuld is not
only made to be, but is made to know that lie is, the focus of ail
domestie doings, tlie liub of tlie family wheel. Every sensati*on-,
perception, conception, and ernotion is an event. The unlucky
youngster develops witbi a distorted viewv of the relation of
things. He sees enormously eniargeci images of bis tastes, his
clothes, bis pains, Ilis likes, blis aversi on s, and hi s talents. Tliese pro-
portions do not fit the facts of existence, and tbe-tunfortunate indi-
vidual is as sure to be cauglit in soine form of nervousness as is
one to go astray in a labyrintli of groitesque mirrors. I must note
one more point on prophylaxis of the neuroses in chilcîreti, a
point already lighly touchied, and tben we shahl leave the littie
people, mucli as I should like to liniger. In one formr or another
fear enters into the make-up of nearly every sort of ner-vousness.
It paralyzes judgmlent, ambition, affd the higlier emotions. Child-
liood should, le absolutely fearless; fearless for self andi for the
future. That tbe young sbould bave no fear of mai or God, no
thouglit for tbe nuorrow, is natufal, aind*proper. lIt is natural and
whvlesome that the child should have no -regard for his organs,
no knowic'dge of hygienic rules, rio conception of the significance.
of pain. Wlhen tbe parent makes the chuld a party to his appre-
liênsions, confides his prescience of ilis and commutnicates the
ominous augury of bodily symptoms, 'le is assiduously rearing a
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