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*_THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.
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: mny:be“{true'; they-are just as likely to be false. |- Firmly convinced of this -duty, the Rev. M. Pa- | 7% the Ion. the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses | selves under their respective banners,.in front of the
ey of law would receive such documents for frent, uncle of Mons. Lecourt, lad, on several

irt. wetly 5
thgg:z or allow any argument to be based upon
;’;e.n-:-,l' 'I"l’:is"is why. we will never argue with Pro-

emd .
(cslants, as

Pible, wntil they shall have proved that they lave

Bible ;- until they can show that thei'r versians are
the Al free'from every error of copyist and trans-
perie ;{ rather dificult task, seeing that all the most
lator— n; passagés in the New Testament are mat-
" 'fadfspute—gby some said to be autlentic, by
(elrs. ; pranded as_ corruptions and inferpolations.—
:"té’;‘z]é ﬁrst,"’ we. would say to. our Orthodox Pre~

15,  seftle first, whether i. St. Jobn, e 5, v 7,
lestﬂﬂurirous or genuine, before you have the impu-
be p ¢ (;;lk to us about your Bible, and your pure
depce 10 f %

J unaduiterated Seriptures. o
nnT*Ieitlu:r Latin, nor yet Greek, was the one origi-
nal'hnguﬂge of the New Testament ; though tradition
forms us that some parts of it were wrilten in
e I we have equally strong evidence to show thdt

;(f.:c:d;ole of it was not. The Gospel of St. Mat—
{few we know was not; that of St. Mark is said by
to have been written in Latin, but nothing is
mmginahant it s of the originals, in which the Tpistle
::r[he Hebrews, the Epistle of St. James, of St.
Peter, St. Jude an.d St .Tohn, were written, we
kagw nothing 3 and, indeed, if we reject the infullible
quthority of the Church, we have no proof that they
cere written by the authars whose names llmyc‘bm}r.
Ty {alk about the Protestant version ol the Serip-
turés being transiated from lhc' nmglf‘.uls, is an insult
to the common SENse pf mankind; it was trans!ntcd
o the Catholic copies extant at the time of the
Reformation, copies prescrrm} and trauscribed by
Popish priests and monks.  When St. Jelrome made
lis translation, he was eerfainly newrer the original
gurces than were Cranmer and the twnstators of %hn
preset government Biblc_, and thereiore, a(;;c')rdmg

1o the axiom laid down in the Jﬂan_ﬁ:cnl Witness,
athe greater the distance from the orrgma'l, s0 much

~ e ereater the linbility to ervor,” was !ess.ln_ll.-!e to er-
rorthan il he had lived and labored in the XV century.
We have the authority of the Charceh, the testimony
of 2l his cotemporaries, for believing that St. Je-
rome's translation was a faithful translation of the
weitings reputed sacred in the IV. century; that
wanshation we have at the present day, as well as
translations from it into English ; but if St. Jerome’s
Latin translation waws a correct version of the origi-
wls, and if the Lnglish be a correct version of
st. Jerome’s Vulgate, then as things which are equal
o the same, are equal to one anoller, the linglish
{‘atholic version i3 a correct version of the originals.

But, thank God, the Catholic IFaith does not depend
wpon the fidelity of copyists or translators, upon the
intewrity of compasitors, or the goo;l faith of printer’s
devils ; it is independent of Pica, Long Primer, and
sll the mysteries of type: it existed in all its integrity
before one line of the New Tlestament was committed
w writing ; and if it—the Bible—were to be destroy-
ud to-morrow, it would still exist, perfect and immu-
table, for the Churcl, the sole means appointed by
Christ for the preservation of the I aith, would still be
—aishe was cre St. Matthew wrole—the inspired
and infaliible teacher of the nations. Itis from the
Church, that we derive all our knowledge of Christ’s
revelations 5 from her, that we learn of what writings
the Dible is composed, and in what sense they are to

. beunderstood.  If, then, it should appear thal there
was & discrepancy between the voice of the Church,
aed the writings that she puts into our hands, we
sould conclude, not that she was in error, but that
we misunderstond the meaning of the Bible; and
eren if Protestants could point out to us manifest
eontradictions between the teaching of the Catholic
Uhureh, and their umauthenticated translations, we
vioulil thenee conclude, not that the Church, but that
the Protestant Bible was corrupt; because, whilst no
promise of infallibility, or of immunity from error, was
eser made to tramslators, copyists, or printers, we
knaw that the Church appoioted by Christ to teach
all mations, ean never fall into error, unless, indeed,
ber founder was au impostor,. an impudent pretender
to power, which he did not possess.

“THE GOLD GLUTTED VULTURE”

- We promised last. week to give some farther par-
tiealars respecting ihis sanguinary monster, who is
aewsed by Mr, Lecourt of having swallowed, by
™y of change of diet, most likely, * two little boys,”
nephews of (he Jate Rev. Mr. ¥¢Mahon of Quebee.
Huppily, vor Quebee cotemporary,, the Journal de
Quebec, gives us the means of redeeming our pro-
wse, and of laying before our readers the true version
of the “ gold glutted vulture’s™ atrocities. differing a
llflh', indeed, from that previously given by Mr. J.
P. M. Lecourt, Architect and, Civil Ingineer, of
Quebee:— : '

The Bev. Mons. Parent is the hard-licarted uncle
of the :\}'oresaid gentleman, of whose testamentary
drangenients such complaints have been made, and in
]t_hc fact that the deceased was a clergyman, will be
Onpd the whole explanation of the conduct com-
]lilnmnd of. It s says our cotemporary, ““a uni-
\L-r?qlly recognisedl principle amongst Cathalics, that
2 l_nest has no right to employ the proceeds of lis
D'f_mf_lcc- to-enrich his relatives; le is but the steward
, atlls_ revenues, from wlpch he has lh.e right to. take
of w‘l_s hn'ecf:ssn_r}' for his Ei'uc.ent Inaintenance, mEd.
EIms-:j‘? d"t i8 his duty to distribute the remainder in
!hmlxld thl' 5 Ilt is l:}w-{'ul fgr him {o.assist his relations,
be jusg "’)b i S“ﬂer[llg from poverty, but ke would
moﬂl 5 fy klmnez;blc il ke vere to devote the: patvi-
tisynot the Church to their special aggrandisement..
ﬁllachgd ‘:under.(‘u] then, that a~Pr1?st, conscientiously
ot erlle performance of lis duty, should be-.
atty I e clir_tunu,n.masgzd whilst ,serv_mg.the altar,
th Chl:::clt,'} ’ns relations in um\;ence, b!:t.- in'I'.j.r-_or of
o .cl_,-fmd i'pr the support.of charitable instifu-

’

s to 'the meaning of any passage in the.

occasions, and many years before his death, solemnly
assured lis friends, that it was his firm intention nét
to enrvich his family with the spoils of the altar.
Strange as this. resolve of a Catholic Priest must:
appear to our Protestant friends, by whom the Church
is looked upon as a lucrative profession, out of which
a minister is justificd in making all le can, for the
support of his wife and children, it must be admitted
that the Catholic system is not withontits advantages,
and that its introduetion into the government churely
of England might be attended with many happy
consequences.  If an Anglican Bishop looked upon
the revenues of his sec as sacred to ccelesiastical
purposes—that is, to relizious, edneational, and chari-
table nses—ifl instead of devoting them to the honor
and glory of his Bishopess—to kecping her in new
goswns and jewellery, a handsome carriage, or a box
at the opera, and to establishing the Bishoplings in
life, buying this onc a commission in the army—or
paying the debts, perhaps, contracted on the twrf, of
another—he were, aiter deducting a bare sufficiency
for himself, to dedicate the remainder to the service
of God—to relieving the poor—to founding colleges
and building churches—there would be less reason to
complain of the pauperism, the iynorance and spirituai
destitution of the vast massof the laboring popula-
tion of Yngland; the service of the sanctuary would
be better attended to, and Sir Benjumin. Hall would
nnt be oblived so often to call the attention of (he
House of Commons to the delinquencies of Right
Rev. Fathers in God. '

Well, the Rev. Mons. Parent thonght that what
he had made by the altar, should be expended on the
altar, and so, as early as 1847, and ot on his death
bed, as insinuated by Mr. Lecowrt, the Tev. gentle-
man hy Will—to which no codicil of any kind has
since been added—bequeathed about two-thivds of the
savings of fifty years to the Archbishop of Quebec,
his native city ; the remainder he devised to the poar,
and to several educational and charilalie establish-
ments, not forgetting altogetber Lis own family, to the
more necdy amongst whom he left a considerable
s, together with the reversion of a very handsome
sum of money due o the estate, which he begneathed
very gencrously to his aephcw, Mons. Lecourt, who
had not the slightest claim to one farthing. The
sum of which the Rev. Mons. Parent died possessed,
amounted to £18,000, and not £40,000, « besides
hundreds of pounds worth of plate,” as stated by his
nephew; we leave our readers to judze how much
ercdit is due to the rest of the worthy gentleman’s accu-
sation against bis Grace the Archbishop of Quebee,

Now, ifa Protestant minister, unmarried, and rvich,
having saved, out of his salary during a ministry of
half a century, a considerable fortune, were to devoate
that sum after his death, not to his family or friends,
but to the service of the congregation from whom.he
had received it, we are certam that the Rev. gentle-
man would be held up as a pattern to ministers, and
as an example of primitive Christianity ; but because
it isa Priest of the Catholic Chureh who is guiliy of
this act of noble disinterestedness, it is. quoted by
our liberal press as a specimen. of Popish. frand and
rapacify,  We leave our candid readersto judge for
themselves, how far it deserves the epithets which
have been applied to it.

We copy, also, from the Journal de Quebee, the
explauation of the civcumstances conuected with the
legacy of the Res. Mr. M‘Mahon:—

¢ As 1o the estateof the Rev. Mr. MeMahon, which
is said to have been swillowed up by the Archi-Kpis-
copal Corporatipn, o tiie loss of the two neplews, it
is oue of those storics which may have some cfleet,
afar off, but whieh, at Quebee, can never obtiin credit.

¢ Mr. McMuhon left to the Corporation, ouly a
charge so onerous, that the Archbishop of Quebec has
not yet decided whether he will nccein it. By bis
will, the esteemed Chaplain of S Patrick’s be-
queathed to the Archi-Episcopal Corporation,. a.sum of
£1,000, to be placed at interest, which interest was
annualiy 1o be expended in alms deeds on behalf of
the S1. Patrick’s Congregation.  'l'lins, we see that it
did not constitite any gilt te the Archbishop, but
rather imposed uY()n hima trust attended with @ grave
responsibility, If His Grace has deferred: hitherto
takinyg charge of 1his legacy, it is.for the sake of the
two nephews and the-St. Patrick’s Congregation ; the
remainder of Mr. McMahou’s property—afier the puy-
ment of all debts—will not excecd £700., Had the
Archbishop signified his nou-acceptance before ar-
rangements had been made, instead of ebtaining funds
necessary for their educntion, the nephews—in conse-
quence of the division of the property wmongst their re-
latives—would not havo.received more than £30 each.

I'rom a perusal of the above cxplanations, as given
by the Journal de Quebee, it will be seen that the
accusations agamst His Grace the Archbishop of
Quebee, contained in the manifesto to which we
alluded: last week, angd. also, in a petition to tie Im-
perial Paliament—wlhich poor silly Mr. Lecourt bhas
been imprudent cnough to publish, and which we
reproduce. to-day, as a literary curiosity—are mali-
cious, and. deliberate falschoods.  From what we

have. heard, we belicve that poor DMr. Lecourt is |
more to be pitied than to be blamed in this attempt |

to. criminate the Archbishop and Catholic Clergy of
Quebec = the poor man is but an instrument in. the
hands of others, who. are ashamed, or afraid to let

-their names appear : in a word, we believe Mr. Lie-

court to be a weak simpleton, rather than.a deliberate

slanderer—
w — A0,
Which knavesdo work with, called o fool.”
Ve are strengthened in this opivion by the perusal
af his petition, a faithful copy ol which we give be-

Jow: whether it be grief for Lis wncle’s loss, or grief

for the loss of uncle’s fortune, that has turned the
poor man’s brain, we cannot say ; but surely, a man
who. can, so barbarously abuse his ¢ pronouns,” and
make sucha public display of his folly, by publishing
such nonsense, can bardly be considered. as perfectly.

;SaDE.,

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, in Parlinment assembled ;
THE PETITION
of J. P. M. Lecowrt, of the city of Quebee, in the
Province of Canada, Architect and Civil Engineer,
, humbly sheweth ;

That under and in virtne of a Provincial Statute
passect -in the twelfth year of her Majesty’s reign,
chapter one hundred and thitty six, and to which the
‘Royal Sanction was giveh by his Excellency the
present Goveinor General of British North Ameriea,
on the thirtieth of May one thousand eight hundrel
and {oity nine, the person ocenpying the position, for
the time being, of Romaun Catholic Arch-Bishop of
Quebec, was incorporated under the name of #'The
Roman_ Catholie Archi-Episcopal Corporation of Que-
bee,’? with the right ¢ 10 haye, hold, purchase, acquire,
possess and enjoy » ssany lands, tenements, or heridita-
ments within the Province of Canada,” ¢ for the
general use or uses eleemosynary, ceclesiastical or
edacational of the said Church or religiotis commuunity,
or of any purtiou of the same community witkin his
distriet.”?

Thut the consequence of such incorporation has
been, through the means of the Confessional—the al-
most omuipotent control exercised by the Roman
Clerzy uver their wilierents—and the juilnence which
they can, and do, bring to bear upon persons in their
dying noments—the accumulbtion by the said Cor-
puration, represented by one individual ouly, naniely
the Arch Bishop, of enormons wealth and riches from
persous induced, amdd it may be said, compelled? to
leave their fmilies and nearest of Lin destitute and
homeless, .

That ifer Majestv®s Government which, as yoor
netittones humbiy coneeives, should suioed s protection
1o those Loyal Subjects (rom whant it expeets allegizoce
in return, ought, your peiitionzr hnebiy subonils,
rather (v have Laws passad, puaishing parsons of
this dezeripton fund imposing upun ignorang awd an-
suspecting paople on theiv death beds, with the view
of rendering themsalves musters of theiv property, by
s mare dishonorable and revolting than are re-
sorted o i what §s termed at Law, oltaining gowds
under fulse protonces, or chemtinzg—thnn to give s
sanciion to acts of Parliamcnt, tending, oot only to in-
erease the already frightful power and spiritoal (3 canuy
of i class of mer who hve always becn and still nee,
muler the hyvpoeritical mask of benevelence and the
will of the Deity, the most diveful and varelonting
enemy the hunnan race has ever had o contend with
~but'to expase good, nocent and well dizposed per-
sons and their familics and connexions to distress andd
ruin, N

That your petitioner bas the niisfartune of Leing one,
out of mihy, vietims 19 the Act of Parliument v ques-
tion, hebeing in straitened circumstivices with o fonily
1o proviile for ami having boen despoiled of his share,
as well as the ather leontees of his late unele, of a
large fortaue he was indueed, by the means above
mentionad, to begueath ta the said Corporation which
immediately, and against his consent, ok possession
of all his property and eflects and earrimd of, fromn out
of his late dwelline, Silver and Gold Cotus, Bank
Netes, Plate and other aiticles exceeding in value,
the sem of forty thonsand pounds

That nnless some measures be adopted, withont
delay, to remedy an evil so dangersus to Society at
laree and 1o the peace and woll being of fmnilies—the
eflect must inevitably be the accumulation, by these
religious bodies, of wealth to sueh an extent as to render
them in a very short time, completo masters of the
whole Country—of its Gorernment, ils Luws and its
Religion.

That it is the apinion of persons versed in the Taws
of this Colony that, in consequence of the 42ud Section
of the lmperinl Statnte 3d and 4th Victoria, Cap 35
intitoled +° An Act to Reunite the Provinees of Upper
and Lower Canala and for the Government of Canada »?
requiring * that whenever a Bill or Bills shall be
passed containing any provisions which shall 15 axy
masver relate to or aFrEeT the enjoyment ar exereise
of any form or mode of Religions Worship, or shall
impose or ereate any penalties, Burdens, Disubililie_s,
Disqualilientions in respect of the same, or shall in
any manner relde to or affuet the payment, Recovery,
or Ejoyment of auy of the accusieraed Dues or Riglits
hereinbelore mentioned, or shall in any mauuer relate
t the granting, imposing, or reeovering of any uther
Dues or Stipends, or Emoluments, 1o be paid 1o or for
! the use of any Minister, Priest, Feelesiastic or Feacher,
aceording to any form or mode of Deligious Worship
in respeet of his sail oflice or Fanction,? « every such
Bill or Bills shall previously to auy deelaration or <ig-
nificatiop of Ter Majesty?s assent therelo, be laid be-
fore both Houses of Parlizunentof the United Kingdom
of Great Dritain and Trefand,® not having been coin-
plied with. but the Ruyal Sanetion given thereto without
any snch formality, the Aet of Incorporation in questivn
should wot have been permitted to come in foree.
Whether, even if such formality had not been requited;
the Act of Incorporation was one of a nature to be im-
mediutely sanctioned by bis Excellency, without
previously submitling it to the Home Authortlies-more-
espeeially considering the results it would not fail to
eutail upon this Country—is. a question upon which
yous petitioner is.unwilling to pronounce any opinion.

Wierefore your petitioner humbly and respectiuily
prays yous Honorable House to take the premises into
vour serious, consideration and o grant your pelitioner
and vthers 1er Majesty’s Loyal subjects who iy have
the misfortune of being simijarly cireumstanced, your
fature protection and such rodress as you miy conceive
them entitled to.

And your petitioner, as induty bound, wil! evar pray.

(Signed)

J. B, M. LECOURT.
Quebec 17, Feb 1852

ST. PATRICK'S DAY.

The Festivak of the glorious Apostie of Ircland,
was celebrated on Wednesday, by the Sons of St.
Patrick, in a wanner worthy of the. occasion. The
sun shone forth brilliantly from the cloudless heavens
as il in Lonor of the cvent,and the bright blue sky of
a Canadian. winter, contrasted cheerfully with the
green banners, and' the lovely shamrock, sweet em-
blem of the purity and freshness of that Faith, which
the Patron Saint of Ireland left as the most precious
legacy to his children ; weli and carefully have they
preserved the precious deposit intact. .

At an early hour, the Members of the different

Parish Church, in the Place d’Armes; from thence
they walked in procession to the St. Patrick’s Church,
where Pontifical High Mass was celebrated by Mgr.
T'aché, lately returned fronn Rome. An eloquent,
and most appropriate scrmon was. preached by the
Rev. Mr. Maccullogh, who, we are happy to say, is
perfectly recovered from his late severe illness, andn,
collection for the poor, amounting to the very hand-
some swn of £38, was taken up during Divine Ser-
vice.  After Mass, the Societies re-formed, and
followed by the whole Congregation, of St. Patrick’s,
walked in procession through the principal Streets of
the City, which were decorated tor the oceasion, with
the banners and insignia of the other National Socie-
ties. Inthe evening, the Young Men’s St. Pafrick’s
Association celebrated their Patron’s Annual Festival
by a splendid Banguet, which was most nuinerously
attended ; amongst the guests, receiving and giving
pleasurc, we noticed our respected Mayor. The
usual patriotie, loyal and religious toasts, were pro-
posed, and enthusiastically, responded to. At hall-
past nine, a telegraphic despateh was received from.
Boston, ta the cfleet, that the Shamrock Socielics of
that city, were pledging the ¢ Young Mens St.
Patrick’s Association, in brimming glasses.” 'The
announcement clicited great applanse, and the com-
pliment was heartily retorned.

The St. Patrigk’s Society postponed theis Annual
[Pestival, until the evening of the 1Sth; an account of
the proceedings shall appear in our next.,

DS KT IN

CGRITUARY.

Ttis our sad oflice to announce the death of the
Rev. Charles Scheanskey, of the Company ol Jesuits,
who departed this life on the evening of [Friday Iast,
the 12h inst. 'Ihe deccased was anative of Wipsan
in Woraving his studics were superintended by the
Bencdietines off Brunn, for whom e always enter-
taived profoumd ieclings of affection.  After spending
many years making the tour of Turope, visiting
Praee, Ingland, and Ttaly, aud the most intevesting
spols on the continent, he detevinined to devole him-
selly soul and body, to the service of God.  For this
purpose, in November 1841, he enteved upon his
noviciate mnongst the Jesuits at Rowe, and then re-
visiing  his own. province, (Austria,) he studied
theology for three years at Lonspruch tn. the "Lyrob.
In November 1846, he obtained permission lo be
artiched to the Americau Missions,and was ordained
Priest at the College of 1Fordham, near New York,
in 1847, Mardly had that sacred ovder been con-
terred than he found a field open, and worthy of him;
it was the year thet the typhus fever was carrying
ofl its thousands at Montreal ; numbers ol the Cathe-
lie Clergy had fallen victims (o their charitable zeal,
and bis Lordship the Bishop of the Diocese hal
applied for assistance to the Jesuits.  This decided
the Bev. ', Scheanskey ; be was a Jesuit, and when
did a Jesnit hesitate for one moment to offer binsell
a sacrifice when the honor and glovy of God, or the
good of Dbis fellow-creatures demanded it?  Six
Priests voluntecred thieir services, the P. Scireansky,
and the lafe lamented I’. Dumerle, amongst the nuin-
ber; they arrived in Montreal in July 1847, and
their heroic devolion, the services they rendered to.
the poor dying victims of the plague, must still be
fresh in the recollection of many of our readers.
T'rom his intimate acquaintance with the Lnglish,
Lreach, German and ftalian languages, in all of
which the Rev. P, Scheansky could preach fluentiy,
the deceased proved himself an invaluable acquisition
to the diccese,and was, in conscquence, together with
the Rev. L', T'ellier, charged with the care of the
litde chapel that was established for the use of the
residents in the sheds. In January, 1848, Father
Scheanskey was himsell attacked with typhus, and
after bis recovery he gathered together a little Ger-
man. congregalion, to whom he administered the holy
mysteries i the chapel of the Grey Nunnery ; this
cangregation was subsequently removed, first to the

lecollet churel, and then to the chapel of St
Mary’s College; many Gerinan Protestants used to
attend upon the ministry of the reverend gentleman.

In September, 1848, Ifather Scheanskey took up
his residence in the house granted by the gentlemen
of the Scminary for the use of the Jesuits, in order
that they might assist in the charge of St. Patrick’s
congregation ; Le labored in that Church wntil Sep-
tember, 1831, when, the college of St. Mary be-
ing opened, he was intrusted by the superior with
the charge of the noviciate, in which situation he
continued to labor unti} the last hours of his life.

On Sunday the 29th ult., he preached as usnal in
French, in St. Mary’s chapel, and until the evening
of the Hulyinst., was alle to perform his accustomed
duties.  On that day he felt the first approaches of a
disease which was so soen destined to prove mortal.
Calmly, and with a lively teust in (he merits of his
Redeaner, he saw death approacling him, humbly
resigning himself to the will of his Creator, whether
it should please ¥im to prolong his slay upon earth,
or to summon him (o eternal mansions of bliss. Feel-
ing his end nigh at hand, he demanded and received
the last Sacraments of the Chureh, and on the even-
ing of Friday, the 12th inst., at about 8 o’clock in
the cvening, his spirit passed away into the presence
of its Grod, there to receive the reward promised
unto those good and faithful servants for whom the
kingdom. has been prepared.  On Sunday morning his
mortal remains were deposited in the vault of the
cathedral, by the side of those of Father Dumerle,
there {0 repose until the resurrection of the just,that.
great doy when the sign of the Son of Man shall
appear in the lieavens—when the trumpetshall sound,,
and the book be opened—wiien the Lord Himself-
shall sit in judgment upon His servants,” to reward:
every one according to his works. ‘

National' and T'emperance Societies ranged: them- ¢

Acknowledgments in our ‘next,. CT



