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MASS CEREMONIES

A Yamiliar apd Beautiful
Explanation.

RELATING OUR LORD'S LIFE.

The Mass is a Book Fall of Heaning
for All Christians.

The following beauntiful diecouras was pre.
pared for the New Jeraey Catholic Journal by

a Trenton Priest :
THE DESIRE FOR TEUTH.

Dear Friends:—God having orented man’s
{ntollect for truth, man I8 ever seeking it. No
masttar how poor or unsducased be may be,
bis firet sud last object is truth. He will not
ret till ho gets possessinn of the truth. In
this be bus no liberty. Every day we are un-
conecloualy fivhting error that we may pos-
soen truth, We muet peceasarily veek truth
and no less neceseartly love it. When truth
is presonted to me I muat ueccssarily accept
it. Truth pure snd undcfiled cannet bo cast
aslde. Bow often do we forget those great
sruthe ! We cenzore those people—many of
them goot and holy—who do not believe ag
we do. We hlamo thcir ignorance. We de-
epise thair pri jadices. But ls trath praerated
to them eo thut thsy capnmot reject it? Do
wa koow our religien suffizlently to explain
its leading tenete to our nelghbor? Can we
even glve a general iden to cur Proiestant
frlonds of the beavty snd simplcity of our
Cathollo ceromonisl ?  Why is thy Mass eaid
as it 18? Parbaps we do mot konow. DBuy
we ought to keow. Ia soasonand out of sea-
con we must fprojeh the truth, and to fu.nish
it we must kpow {t. I proposs then this
moralog to explain for yon the coremonica of
the Mass. From time to tlme I propoze to
prasent to you ceromonies writter centurles
ago by able presohera, 1 shall atudy to feilow
the eplrit and the letter of theso once cale-
brated orators. Such a charge will be bene-
ficlal to us all, and most inscresting to macy

of uwe. The result, let us hope, will be
1asting,
PHE MASS IS A BOOK FPULL OF¥ MEANING FOR

ALL,

God commandad His prophet fo write on
2ablen of stone what ha had seen go thet “He
may ran who readsit,” Hoiy Mother Church
in the Boly Sacrifice of the Mass has written
the whole lifa of our Blessed Lord that we
may try to follow In His footsteps. Many
iadeed do not know how to read the writlng,
apd may consider that no one can read if,
asit 1s & conglomeration of mummery and
noneense., The mase is a bock full of mean-
ing tor the learned and_full of hsppy euggee-
tiong for tho pious. The prefourd scholsr
nod the simple child can learn to read it, and
all allko can gather wisdom frem ite pages.
‘The mnss is but s history of the lifeof Carist,
The three princlpal portions of Christ's life
are represented, viz.,, the Incarnation, the
Passion, and the Rasurrection. From the
beginning of the Mass te the Canon our
Lord’s carcer from the Incarmation to the
Passlon is suggested ; from the Canen to the
moment the priest puts a pertion of the Sa.
cred Hoat into the Challoe the time from the
Pasalon to the Ressarection is brought to
mind ; snd frem that to the end the time in-
tervening between the Ilesurrection and the
Ascenslon 8 vividly brought before us,
Hence, when the prisst begine Mass, he signe
himeelf with the sign of the cross, becanse
the mystery of the cross wns the first thought
of our Blessed Liord, slthough the last ast of
His life. He stands befere the altar as one
bofore the tribunal of the Most Holy Trinity
an the advocate of the whole human racs, and
fo begins the Paalm, * Judge Me, sto.,”
which reminds us of the Counsel of the Holy
"Trinity regarding mun's redemption,

FROM * CONFITEOR" TO *‘GLORIA,”

After this follows the *f Coniiter,” He
says ** Through my faunlt,” beoanse from that
time God placed ail our eins on the shounlders
of His beloved Son. Hence he prays with
head and ehoulders Inclined to teauvn us that
he takes npon himself, ns Christ did before
him, the sine of his people. Hethas acknow-
ledges bimself a sioner,

He then goes to the middle of the eltar,
aamely, the etege of thin world, and kisses
the altar, that ie, he ralunles the Qaeen of
Heaven, Thero ho prays a short time, as
though awalting the reply of the Virgir, und
having, as it were, obtaived it, ho goea to the
corner of the altar to read the Intreit. Dar-
Iog the Introlt we are reminded of Carlat’s
entering the womb of Mary. He then goes
to the middle of the altar and eanys nino fimes
the Kyrie Eleison in honor of the nizo Chelra
of angels, and alao in homor of the nine
menths which Mary corrled the Infant Jasns
in her womb, Then he jaina hia hands snd
intonen or reads aloud she Gloris, Helin-
clines his head, becanse when the hymn was
fieal rung by the angala Chrlat waa reclinins~
la the manger of the stable at Bethlehen:,
The oholr centinnes the hymn because *With
the angela were a maultitude of the heavenly
bost pralsing God.” Ho finiches the hymn
with the sign of the oruss, beosuse although
angels and men rejolced, the oross moon {ol-
lowed, namely, the circumoision andthe filght
into Rgypt. The off:ring which is made at
the altar signlfies the gifts presented by the
wise men who came from the East to adore
the infant Saviour,

TEE f EPISTLE.”

. He then says *¢ Domivna veblavnm”—*The
Lord be with you.” Hals bnt uttering the
words o} the Baptist—** There I3 one in the
midet of you whom you know not, the lachet
of whose shoes I am mnet warthy to loose,”
Heo then goos to the side of the altar and

reade the prayer In aloud voloe becanse
Christ praved for tha boman vans —ho- -0
retired into the desert—** Ho spent the night

Tue Epistle is read to commemerate the
yreaching of St. John. Chriet is yot silent,
and hidden from $ho world’s gez:. The Gra-
doale thep follows. It signifiss the ponance
preached by S:. Jchn, and the ¢ Aljelnias”
remind us of the apiritual jsy cf those who
beard the good tidings and did penaroe for
thelr sine. At this time we are brought
face to face with the fast in tke desert, and
we rejoloe that our Saviour overcame the
tempter. The server carryizg the book sig.
nifies that aiticr the demon had been corquer-
ad sogels cema snd ministered o thelr God.
The removing of the book from the right to
the left brings to our mind the great trath
that the Jews were repolled and the Gentilie
chaeau to hear the Gosepel or good tidinge of
grent joy. At the end, however, of tho Mass
the book is brought back to ths right, be-
osuze at tha end of the world the Gospei wlll
be praached to the Jews and many will be
oonverted-—*¢ A remant will be gaved.”

THE *f GOSPEL.”

The prlest goea from the Eplstle side to
the midd!e of tha alter, uad shon to $he left
hand elde to slcg or read aloud tho Goepel.
This donater the return of Christ from the
deeert into (alilee to bngin Hie preaching.

Tha Gospel is sunc or read aloud, bescause
at this stage of His life Curist publicly
preached, 1t lu sald on the lefc-hand sido of
the altar, for Christ como to ¢all the sinpers
and not the just to repentunce, The priest
elgas his forehoad, his mcouth and hie broast
with the sign of the Uross that we may be-
lisve the Goapel in our heert, confesa it with
our msuth and rever ba ashamed to proclaim
{t bsfore men. BRIz hands are jrin2d and
elcvased, bocunea Chriet began to werk and
tcach, and becausa he jaine mivecles to his
presching.  The Biptist did not do thie,and,
ocnseguently, tho hurds of tho priest ars not
joined whilet readicg the eplatle,

The crgan Ia plaved ab the begloning of tha
Gospcl, bensuas to the nimzst boands of the
earth has the sound of the Gospel gome feruh,
Carpdles aro borpe in ihe hand, because tho
Gospel iz tho light of the worla—the light
that enlightazs thete wha olt in darkcess and
in the shadow of deata. The peopis stand
up to show their willingness to fullow the
Goepel pracepss. Incense is used at tho Gos-
pel, for the preachiny of Chrlat wus of mors
avail than the Bapti:t, Toe Gospel priachad
by Christ guve grace. It mot only filled thw
ears of the hoarers, hnt it eofloned the hoart:
and moved the will to do gsod., Incouse,
therefora, eignifiza tha sweetness of ths grace
of the Gaapcl, The Gozpal is kiseed, becinac
it waa love induced Christ to "preach #t, xnd
It wus by love the world was breught under
snbjaction.

THE ** CREDOD.”

The * Credo” is then said. It vignifise the
fruit brought forsh by the Gospsl embraced
and tsught by the Apostles. Tihe prisst be-
glna it, becauee Christ began to priach, and
the choir rud peogle conlinue it, as the pro-
claimers of the Gospel, It ia rocited in tze
middle of tho altar, becamsa the Goepel witl
be preached to the whele world ; his hands
are elevated, becanue faith must be joined to
works, In the end he slgns himself with the
Bign of the Croes, basansze the Cress must be
taken up and carrield by all the falthful. 1+
Is recized in « loud vaice, for cur voice must
ba prcfosecd openly and intrepidly.

THE ‘fOFFERTORY,

The Offartory is then =413, becauss Chrie®
foretold His pastion to His disciples—** Ba-
hold, lst us go up to Jernselem.” In the
meautime ths cheir sings the Offertory, bs-
caune the Jows in the meantime **tonk coun-
sel with one apather how they counld seizs
Jeeua and put Him to dent,” The priest
praya secretly to represent the tlme that fol-
lowed the resurrcction of Lazaras, for then
Chzist did not walk openly with the Juws,
becaues they sought Hia life, and He went
Into the olty of Ephrolm and remaived with
His disciples. The offering made at the altar
sigoifizca the generosity of Magdalene, who
poured ointment on the hend of Jseus in the
houss of S:men.

The priess offara bresd and wino like
Moees. Ohriet knew the timo of His Paszicp
had vome, and He prepared Himuelf for ik,
and desired that 16 sheuid come soon, cn that
unless it was Hia hely will ne one could in-
jare Him, Honcs He pours wice inte the
chalice, He is woon to drink. He makes
water with the wine, becaurs He was unitad
by the hypostailc nulon to sll bhumanity that
the moerits of the Cruce might ba applied to
ne, and that we might profis by them,
Carlst washed Hie Lands, bacante ahbeut
that time of His 1Mfe He proclaimed Hisino.
nooenge, ** WLky,” said He, ** do you szei
to kill Me who have spoken the troth ¥
# Which of you wiil convince me of rin,”
Ali this the pricst does in ionitiation of our
Blessed Liord. The priest then recltes zome
secret peayer, bocause Lefors Carlet'a Paa-
elon Ha prayed sccretly In the Garden of
Olivez.

THE ‘‘ YREFACE,”

Tha Preface, which Is sung or reclted jo &
lond voice, signilice the triumphal and pub-
lic entering of Onrizt into Jernealem. The
¢ Sanotus” gnd the *‘Bonediotus” are sung
by tne choir in memory of the victorioms
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wio welcomed Jesne to Jermealem. Iho
rioglog of the bell then denoten the rejaicing
in the city when thoy heard of shelr King
coming to vlslt them,

THE ** BLEVATION."

Hoving moede dus prepsrations for the
Conscoratlon, he nfterwards makes msny
orosses in vemembrnnes of Chrlst’s Passion,
He then corpeoraten the bread and wine. fn
genuflsots befora the Blesssd Sucrament to
rocall to mind the prayer on Mount Olivet,
Thon follows the Blevation of the Hout, Wea
are then reminded of the hasty condemnation

ninlinla sng bo tha ~hilde.—
g b s Kb

Saviour’s daath. The priest makes five crosees
over the chalice to designato the five wounds
of Jesue. He strikes his breast, and, in a
loud voles, he saye, *¢ To ut sloners,” fo imi-
tation of the Oenturier 2nd the Jaws who
cried ont, ** This Ia truly the Son of God.”
Ho saye, * Ramembar, Lord, in imitation of
tha peritent thiof ; ** Remember ma, Lord,
when you get t2 your kingdom.” When tke
veil la removed from tae shoulders of the
Sabdeacon we recall to mind the tearing
neunder of the veil of the Tomple, Tne cha-
lice !a uncovared, because at the desth ef
Cariet the tomb was open. The epecles of
bresd [s eaparate from the specles of wine to
sigoily the death of Cnrlst, aud the pouring of
His tilood for mankind,

FPROM THE ' PATER NOSTER ” TO THE EXD O¥
THE MASS.

Thoe * Pater Noster »—%QOar Father,” is
aung or read in a lcud volee und signifies the
patition of Joseph who boldly asked Pilase
for tho hody, The prajer that follows, ¢ Li-
bora''—<Daliver us trom ein’'—and the sigo-
ing of hiowelf with tho paten reminds us of
Curitt buing taken dowa from the cross, The
paten {e placed under the Sacred Hoat to
remind as of Christ’s burial, and the priest is
profoundly jpolined to teach us that Chrlst
gencended  Into Limbo. Afterwarda toe
ahalice ls uncovered to remind was of the
arone remeved by angels {rom the tomb of
te siven Saviour. Whon the breaking of the
Host Into three ps-ta taks place, we are to
call to mind the Church triumphapt, the
Church suffarlag aod the Charch militant.
A particle of the Sicred Hoat i pat Into tho
chelice in remembrance of the Rasurrection
of par Lord, whoss eoul and body were then
noited, (Lhe Divinity was pever absent
from the body, althous:t the rpoml was.
Horce, If cne of the upoetlas zaid Mare when
Chriet’a sou! was in Limbo, the Sicred Host
wonld not oontuic tho soul) The pewce of
the Lord (s wdded with the sign of the Croes,
bucsusn when He nrose from the dead He
heeought Hewven's peace for His disciples.
Thea 13 said, “Lamb of God, whe faksth
swuy the slns of the world,” for then (arist
save power to Eis apostles to remit sla.
When the pricet takes the Brdy and  .ood,
Carirt ia taken from ue, mod Hia gy tious
Ascenslon ie breught ta mind. Bafo.: the
priest receives them he makes xith then ths
slga of tha Orosa for Christ ascendrd into
Floaven, blessicg His own chosen comyasniont.
Then ha takes the wine snd water, fo-
angela end patriarcha accompanled Chrlet.
Tazn he zoes to she right hond elds, becanse
Cnhriet pits ot tho right band of G.d, He
afierwards eayo the * Damfnus Vobiscum,”
becanae Carist has  sall, ¢ B:hold, I
am with you nildays oven to the convumma-
tion of ages.,” Tie prayers that foliow de-
noto the desiven and aoxietles of the apos
tiee, and, ufter them, the falthiul, to follow
Christ into Hoaven, ““Ite Missa est,” Christ
gaid, * Gn, proach the Goepel to every cren-
ture.” The Pjest then bunda the head and
gays ' Placeas,” to teach us thot he ls waiting
for the coming of thke Holy Ghust. The blese-
ing denotes the ocoming of the Holy Spirit
Into enr hearts to refresh them, and into our
minds %o strepghten them. The Gospel of
S5 Jahn at the end brings to mind preaching
5i too Gospoel to the wkelo world by the
upostles, Near the end eof the G:epel the
priest genuflzcts, bocanse at the end of the
world Chrlst, our Judge, will be adored by
all. Huving fiolshed the (Gospel he leaves
the altar and entera ths asacristy, becanse
Ctrlst will ie:xd the eltot into Heaven uiter
the lest jadgment.

SIGNIFICAXCE OF ARTICLES USELD,

How beaatiful are the ceremonies of the
Catholic Church! How signifizcant! How
fall of reascaing! Everythiog we gce in the
Chiurch s an eloguent sermon, The altar re-
miads us of Caleary. I4s table of the table
nsed by onr Lord at the Last Supper. The
lsmp ever burning before the Bleseed Secra-
ment Is oecntinually spesking to us of the
oternal light within the Tabzrnacts, The
lighted candles on the altar are emblems of
oor faith and eanctity, which should ever
ghine before mon, They tell us of the burn-
ing charity that shounld be censuming our
hoarts. They tell us, toc, of our persecuted
Forefathers; whe had to use candles and lampa

in the catacombs ond cavea.
- ” * L]

* L]

How mysteriously beautiful is the Catholic
Cnurch, Sheis beautlicl. She I8 great,be-
osues divine, Mpny nre prejudice: against
Her, becanse She claimas divine a: iatance,
Millious love Her, no! becanss she claima
divine ald, bu® bocanes She {a divise, She
lgdivine. Sheis God's, and all her ceremo-
nice moet be God-like, rersonable, T'he more
we atudy Her,ard the more we know ‘Her,the
more we lova Her. Tne longer we atudy
Her, the stronger becomes our faith, The
gronter our intelleet, the mors wonderfully
grand She appeara. Study Her. Kunow her
doctrines, be able to explain her ceremonies,
taach yoad friends, nnd they will euy of Her
divino Foander, *' Sao has done all things
woll,”

Rev. Bsnedict Sestinl, S.J., one of the
most lcarned atronomera and savants in this
AL - - -~
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tho novitiate in Frederlok, Md., from a siroke
of paralysle. He was a oative of Florenos,
Italv, where he was eduonted at the Brothera
of Pins schon!, and became a member of the
Jeauit Socisty. Ia 1848 tho revolat{on com.
pelled him to leave Kurope, He went to
HMurylsnd snd taught mathemutics and astro-
nomy in Woodetock ond Georgutown Qol-
logos, Ho published o number of sstrono-
migrl works, and vweae often consulied by
loading European savante. He poblizhed
the Messenger of the Racred Heart until
forced by illnesa o quit work, He was 74
years of age.

of Ohrist to ba nailed to and elevated on the

oross. The Elevation of the challoe slgnifis |

the ponring forth of the blood on the cross.
The soven words, ¢t Do tbis," etc., remind us
of the seven lant words of Chriat, The bell

‘s rung to signify_ the earthquakssand the
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prodigles thas eccurred at Christ's death,

’

The Reov. Father Foy of the Order of
Proachers gendas good news from QOanelas, in
Seuth Amerlca. There are three fathérs there,
and they have built a residence. The Indians
love the priests very much, and even give nn
vheir hnoting exourstons to goather in the
chiurch and the convent for justruotion,

A SERMON ON MARRIAGE,

Interesting Review Dy the LRev,
Father Clarke.

Want ot Purity in the Young Oaussd
the Decay of Ancient Civilization—
Work Aoccomplished By Ohristian-
ity.

The Rev, Rabort Francis Clarke, at the
Church of 88, John of Jerusalem in Lionden,
Eug,, continalog bis coures of sermons deal-
ing with the evolution of civillzad soolety
under the Influenco of Christlanity, oame
upon the burning quaestlen of marriage,
round whisch explicitly or impliclty the battls
batween falth and infidelity rages with par-
baps more violence thean aoy other of the
cardinal dootrince of Christlanity contro-
verted by the Intellectual unbellever, The
work accompllabed by Chrlstianity, he sald,
wes one which waes never completed, and
which had, to & Iargs extont, to be done over
oRaln by each succesding generatien, It had,
however, as time went on, better materlal on
which to work, aud a gradusl but sconmulat-
ing tradition of experlence both of good and
evil. 1o dealing with the subjact on which
be was to apeak that day, it must not be for.
gotten, he eald, that the old Hebrew rell-
glon, the religlon of the Jews, was a prepar-
ation for that establizshed on earth by Oar
Bieneed Saviour,

The law was onr schoolmaster to bring us
to Christ, 5o that the history of the Church
did not begin with tha blrth of our Lord, but
went back to the beglaning of human time -
through the sgos an Increasing parpose ran,
and the firast beginnings of the special doc-
trices of Chriatianity were to be discerned
not enly twa, but three, or even four, thous.
and years ago, This was the case in regard
to the particnlar doctriae of which ho
had to speak, for the primury causo of the
Inferiority of womeon In anclent soclety was
the want of parity, in the young, fer without
that purity, from which nuptial chastity took
itz rive, thero coull bo no true recogaition of
the wwarih aud diguity of womanhood, Now
this aheolute neuswsity for puarlty in youth
antiraly ignaved In ancleat soclety—smang:t
tne [cmaneas well as smungatiall other clvil-
iz2d pagan commaritiss of which we had any
knowledge. Vice =amongst the young was
slmply thought rnothlng of. When was It
ever reprekended ? agked Cicero ; whon waa
itever not pllowed ? Tho remarkable thing
wae tint it was only a the inspired liters-
ture of thie Jewlsh religicn that thoy had any
censuro of censure of condemnation pronoun-
ced aguingt thess vices of youth, Naver ¢lze-
where In the snclent world were these vices
reprehended, untess, indeed, they attained $o
some striking and startliug pltch of extrava-
gance—never hkad one slugle pagau auther
condemned them befere the intluerce of
Christianity had made itealf felt ; yot they
found thas the firet faw chapters of the Borok
of Proverbe, a book that dated from the tcme
of the wealth and civilization of the Jewe,
were teken up by an exposition of the duty
of youth to bo pare, and a condexnnation in
the strongcst and scverest terms of the vices
in question. That was a very striking coz-
trazt,

In thie book they bad lald down tho foun-
datlon of the dignity of womankind, and the
purlty of saciety and of famlly life. The
writer of Proverbs opened hls book with theso
chapters and closed it with one dealing en-
tirely with the dignity of woman, Hla last
worde wers in praise of the virluous women
ae bis firet were in the dennnciation of youth-
ful vice. Now thal was a very strange state
of things as compsred with the absolute in-
difference with which the whole of the an-
olent heathen weorld treated this subjact.
The attitude of the heathene in this respso:
consorted well with their attilnda towards
slavery and cruelty, for who was more a
elave, who more thuroughly and utterly Im.
bued with the degradation, the sycophancy,
and cll the other vices of the slave, than
those poor, degraded, miserable saorifices,
those holocausts of civilizatlon, whose fives
waro spont in vice and in corrupting others,
and wbo for the mos$ part suocumbed to ma-
ladles and miseries which inevitably besot
them who went into dishonored graves,
oursed by generatlons which had not known
them for the physlcal consequences of the
vices they had helped to spread * Who was
more cruel than the man who spont his sab-
atance, not in reaoulng such pocr, mieerable
beings, but in encouraging and confirming
thom Io the mizerable lives they lsd? Whe
was more oruel than the man who gave to the
wife he took to bis bosom only the dregs of
himeclf and hin strength, and whe tranalated
to hls childron weakness and perhaps disease ?
The tenderness, delicacy and beaaty of love
entirely depended on and grew from previous
tsmperance and selt-conirel. It was in the
garden enclesed and from the fountain sealed
of which they read in the Song of Solemon
that thie beanty flowed. That vice which, as
he had sald, was ignoved by the anolents was
the firat souras of tho degradation of weman-
kind in the old zociety,

Io addition to this, fu anclent Grecoe and
64 6@t Luble, e corruptien o public morals
induted by the unbridled loxury of the yoang
cansed vestrictiona to be placed apon the
llves of girl: azd women, even free women,
which were incompstible with their belng in
any senge the eguale or the companions of
men. In old Gregos they never went out un.
lees attended by a slave, never went to the
public games or cslebrations at all, and were
keptin a special part of the house, They
naver sat down at & dinner or feast or ban-
quet, but romained apart in thelir own cham.
ber, having only for company thelr slaves and
their children, while these were very young,
for they were taken awny from their influence
at an early age. Living thus secluded and
apart, they had no education, and were no
companions to thelr husbands or the men of
thelr family, and when a Groek wanted the

af annthar anrt.
l The chief merlt of a wife in the eyes of &
Greek wan that nothing sheuld be said of her

companionship of women he choze assoolates

the mouth of Pericles, passed into a proverb
in Greece. That belng so, thers nuturally
followed a disinclination for marcisrge, mon
atking themselves why they should bs enn-
tont to tie themaalven to thoze inferto~, ignor-
ant and soulless creatures, whom they had
made goalleas, {eoorant sad ianferior by theie
treatment of thom, who knew nothing of any
of those things for which men cared. There
had always heen plenty of jokes in the epicit

he livens st his oase,” but this view of things
was no matter for jesting in the amcfent
world. Qae of tha chief osuses of the down.
fall of the old olvtlization was the fall-off In
popalation. The Roman Sanate, on one oc-

indiepoeition to enter into marriage, a strange
speech waa made by one Metellus Numidious :
“If Romans,” he sald, **conld live without
wives we should all keep free from the source
of tronble; but since it la an ordinsnoe of
nature that men canoot live agreeably with
wives, and also that without them the human
race would perish, lat ua consult the perpatu-
al endnrance of mankind rather than our own
pleasures.”

This unwillingness %o marry grew to such
a pltch that the law wan invoked to remedy
it, Augnetue, granting certaln privileges to
the father of three children, and by impos-
ing cortain disabilities on the unmsrried,
trylog to compel men into matrimony. Thers
thoy bad a traln of canse and citicts,  Firat,
youthful vice and the conzequent degradation
of marrlage, Now the Christian religion lald
the groatest stress on the virtuo of purity,
thus keepiog pure and uncontamlnated the
very gource and fauntain of life, & grent
original duty on the part of a religlon, care-
lozsoeas A to which could not be compen.
autod for by diligence in any othor, The next
great atep in the puritication of the world
was taken by Qur Lord when He mado mer-
rlaga really free by mokizg it noa-csmpul-
sory, The error of the avciont world in
locking vpon moarrlsge as the only natural
and normel state of lifo was ecarcely 1o
degrading than the nthar ervor ho had liret
roferred te. They all knes, for example,
Low persleivus was the efl.ct of thesc ro-
ances, peome sns novels which zeprosentsd
eexaal presfon ng sadomitable, wod the only,
or elmost ihe un'v, Tofarest of human life,
These romaneza In #rall'y sanctified vico, for
the paatt o 3 vl DoMow this rale of veason,
and did not rize or tubside a8 it csmmanded,
and the wrrat conicyuepsee fellowed from
them o Iecontinoncs i 1 unmarried and
uafsithflaees in the married.

Our Lord made marriage fron by showicp
that there were other kiude of life thep the
marrled snd that tasrriage wag not the only
natural Hfy nor tho chilef alm ot any haman
cxlstence- He Himself, az Sv. Cyprisn sald.
lived a virpin, So did His heloved disclple
Jobn, and St. Paul und St Puter and all the
Apostles, His Moot Lloly Mothcr wae a type
snd cxemple of this +xaltad purity, and wo
call her the Bloreed Virgin lo commemoration
of it to thisdsy. ke religious erders lusti-
tuted by the Chureh reminds the world that
passion was not everylbining—-their neglect of
things temporal and earthiy being the foun.
taio of the Dlvine compaselon of Christlanity.
That was the second great work of Josis in
the parlfication of the werld. The third was
to mpke marrlage indissoluble. The Jews
tiad enocseedsd in gradually weakening tho
marrisge tlo whed our Lord reaffirmed the
indissolability of thav bond whioh wae not to
be broken for apy cauee whatever. It neces-
sorlly followed that where divoroe, with re.
marrlsge  after sspsration, was ailowed
that these eoparations and remarriages
should gradually lnoreass {n number, and be
grapted for slighter and slighter and more
and more trivial causes. For example, i
Greece the law relatlng to divorce wns
stmply thle : that the man whe wanted
to dlvorce his wife had merely t¢ %urn
her out of doors. - That act determiind
the marrlage, and his only remeining
obligation was to retarn the marriage dewry,
snd to hand over to hor relatlves a sum
sufficlent to mulntain her. The w'fe could
alzo obtain divorce on easy terms, although
she had to go before the msgletrates for the
purpese, In Rome littls by ilttls there was
established an equality of status between
men and women, but in the earller condition
of the State the father and husband had
power of life and death over the wife and
family and slaves, snd at that time naturally
one heard nothing of divoroe,

When, hewever, the two eexes bacame
equal and women had property in their own
right, diverces increased, and were granted
for the alightest oaunses. Cicero, for example,
divorced his wife becansro he wanted a dowry
with another woman, while ansther Roman
put nis away without agsigoing any resson,
and when asked why he had dome 8o, re.
pliod : **Mynshoe s new, and it Jooks well,
but no onea knowa whore It pinches me but
myself ; and oo it is of my wife, snd my put-
ting her away needs no juatification,” An.
ether divorcad his wife for attending the pub-
llo games to which women were nllowedto ge,
Cuato put awayhia wife In orderthatshe might
warry his frisud Hortersius, snd when Hor-
tennina dind ha toelr keor bachozala, Awd
thev, a8 to the frequency of these divorces,
Mardal mentloned » woman who hed eight
basbsnds in ten years; anothor suthor spoke
of the Roman jadles countiog thelr husbands
by the consuls who wero appointed annually;
and S¢. Jerome told of a ocase in Rome of a
woman who had married her twenty-third
husband, she herself bolng the men’s twenty-
first wife, It would be obvloue to them that
thege wers not marriagas at all bat mercly
temporary illicit anlcne which were o called,
When once divorce had grown to this extent
{t extinguished marriege. He wonld suy to
those who sald they wonld marry and after-
ward, |t they saw cause, would obtsin a
divorce breaking that marrlage—and they
onght to weigh 1t well and remember it—
that 1f they chose so to degrade themselves
thoy had mo right to say they were married
{a the ordinary senno of the word,

Don't tell the fsults or onte saylngs of
your child in his presence.

[

of the old saylng that * when a man’s single ;

oasion discussing the question of the general ;
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Intercsting Ttemy Gleaned trom all Qumiw
ters of the Globe.

| A “Life of Cardinal Taacheres !~ by
's C.non Fascaarselli, is announced fron:  suae.

Rav. 4. O'Conanr, §. J., bae boen ¢,” nint-
“ed one of the conasellora to Arczbishop dans.
- aons of New Orleans.

Archbishop Cosfigan of Naow Yor¥ siled
for Rome last Siturday, accompanled hy his
secretary, Rev, Caarles K. McDonnell, D P,

The orestlon of a sultable balldlng for
; tholr own ume {8 under consideration by the
0. T. A. Soclety of SS. Pater and Paal's
Soath Beaton.

The pew Ohurch of the Holy Oross, Bar
rison, N.J., will be dedicated on Sanday,
Feb. 16, Toe naw church will replace tho
old churoh of St, Plus.

Rev, Thomas W, Hayes, S. J., late vica-
president and tressurer of Holy Cross Ool-
lepe, Worceater, Masa,, conducted a misslon
at Conewagn, Md., last week.

St. Patrick'as parlsh, Eilizabothpoert, N. J.,
hay acquired a valuable trast of land adjoln-
ing the charoh. The property cost $5000.
A homa for aged women will be erected on it

Liev, S. Lalumiers, so long In oharge of the
Joasuit church ln Milwaukee, has been trans-
ferred to Cluclunati. Oa his departure he wat
presented with un address from bia par
ishionere.

Thbe annurl ronart of St. Barnard’s parish,
Brockville, Ct., Rov, J. J. Furlong, pastor,
ehowa the parish to be {0 o flherlebing con-
ditfon, Over §2100 was paid on the new pro-
perty acquired on Park street,

Roev. Johu P. Sallivan, who went from
Huduon to Marlhoro, kn N.Y. state, to ozsalet
Rov. P, A. McKsnns, was woll remembered
by the Citholicy ot thoe former place, They
prepented him with a pur:e of several han-
dred dollars,

The oonseoration of Most Rev, Dr. Mao
1admend, coadjutor-bishep of Kiilsalor, took
pluoe In the cathedral, [anis, county (Mate,
on Sanday. Jun, 12 ; and taat of the Mos:
2av, . Kano, bishop of Watarford, at the
Jathedral, Waterford, on tho 19:b.

Rev. J. A. Steplran of tho Catholic Indian
burean, whils In St Paul, sald it was troa
that Sister Catherine {n:e Drexel) would
bui'd a convsat In Tarresdale, a fow miles
from Pilladelphia, Torresdals 1s $be country
resldenos of the Deexel family.

Latest muil ndvices from England state that
the Vatlcen bag recently appointed the Right

tev. Dr. Wiltkinezon hishop of Hexham and
Nowenntlo, and the Very Rev. Canon Gor-
don, D.D., V. G., coadjuter blehop of Lseds,
with the right of succeasion,

Amonget the pational pilgrimages to the
Vatican in tho coming yeur will ba a joint
pligrimage of the varinuu ruves of the Balken
paniaenls. Servants, Roumaniane, Montene-
gring, 1iovraellote, Bulgira and Greeks will
bo presented smaong the pitprime,

The Pope cclebrated Corietmas fn Rome by
oruning to be distributed 300,000 francs im
charitles to poer familics, widows and or-
phaue of lormer scrvants of the Vatican, A
further eum waa given by him of 14,000 franos
for distribution In the parlshes of Rome by
priesta and Sisters of Charity.

Mr., W. N. B. Varnoe, Packman, editor of
the Anglican Church Roview, and organizing
secrotory of the Enplieh Church Uglon (the
princtpal Ritualistio erganizatlon) in Yog-
land, has been roceived inte the Catholie
church, snd recelved coufirmation at the
hande of his eminenss the oardinal archbishop
ol Westminster,

The Catholic schools In Belglum, at the ox-
aminations jast held thronghout thoe country,
which wers conduted by government cffi-
ciale, beat the public schools and theseml-
public echools (both of which Inttor are kept
ap by the state funds) in all branches. The
general averago was far higher then that at-
tained by pupilz in the national echools,
Qcdinnsions were hold at St. Josoph’s Sem-
inary, Troy, N.Y., ou the feast of tho Epiph-
apy, Rov, James E. Goggin of the aroh-
diocese of New York was raieod to the
deaoonato ; to the sub-deaconnte, Rev. Thos.
Crowley of the diocese of Si. Angustine,
Ifa,, way elevatad. The ordalning prelate
wan Right Rev, Francls McNierny, bizhop of
Albany.

The corner stone of the new cathedreal a%
Oharleston, 3.0, waa lald on Saodawy, Jau.
12, with lmposlog ceremonles, Cardinal Gib-
hons ciliclativg. Speaking cf thie event, the
News and Courter of that clty says: “'Ths
day aund the ovcasien wero well matched.
* Sweet day, to calm, 8o bright, the bridal of
the eurth sud sky 3 eu soepicions omen, let
us hope, of ths boncdiction of besven upox
the work of mer's huads in the building of &
msgnificent temple to the Mast High, where-
In shall dwell righteoutness,”

Statlstios complled ap ro date for the arch-
dioness of Now York aro as follows : Cathu-
lic pupuistion, 800,000 ; ohnrchag with reosi-
dent priests, 152 3 without, 44 ; tatal 106,
ol GMOEln Luslies U ebeuvor  wiwnoul
oaurches regalarly viskted, 48, Priests :—
Seealar 323 @ not eiiliatad, 27 ; regalar, 146;
tots], 496, Brothere, inclading novices sad
postulante, 391, Reliziour womsn, iacluding
novices and poetulants, 2268, §:minaries. 2,
with 262 students, Colloges, 2, wivh 1167

aludonte. Academies for boys, 18,=ith 1116
stadents,  Academles for girle, 32, with 2405
stndoats. Ocphansgs schoele, 7, with 1710
ptudents,  Indnerrinl and reform schosls, 10,

_with 3247 puplla, Tho city hay 50 parochial
‘schools aftended by 65367 boya, and 50
achools attended by 15,172 zirls. The country
distriots of tke dfocess have 30 mchools at-
tended by 3721 boye, and 30 schaols attended
by 4023 glrls, Homss for destitute and way-
ward children, 19,with 10,250 inmates ; hes-
pltaly, 6,with 5127 jumates ; homes for the
aged 3, with 306 inmates ; ingane asylams, 1,
with Gff Inmates » fonndling aevloms, 3. =

1670 inmaies, Lhere are 44 conferences of

—tat
3. WaLme

members,

A

the Scclety of St. Vincent de Paul with 1208



