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TUE M.P.S WIFE MARES A SUG-
GESTION.

RURAL DELL.
DEAR Ma. Gnr,-l can't think how it ie

that you don't put Lucius among the picturés
in your distinguished paper. Miatilda, m
sister, who ifs in poor circuimstances, Baya it'a
becausé "he nin't prominent, juet a wire for the
big One to pull, and that there are bundreds
more like him." 0f course Matilda says a
gced deal for moe spite, for in the first place
who that ovor saiv the Member for Rural Dell
would think of comparing his manly massive

e~hysiquo to a wirc, and îvho Id like to know
nows beter t han his wife that hie isn't to bie
Sulled when-when-, well, I suppose I muet
e ineligant for once, when lie gete hie back

up-yet there le a grain of ill.natured truth
in mny sistér'e remark,for with the spirit of the
age 1 can truly aay - What la life if yeou arcn't
sometimes in print (I don't mean that cheap
style of summor clething, far froin it, as a
new:spaper man yon'll understand me), and I
own up, 1 should. hke te se L-- in Geir,
net of course in a ridiculous position, but for
instance,his portly 6 ture clad in hie bestbroad-
cloth, hie polishied beaver bat, well.brushed
mutten chop whiskers, and gold chain, solicit-
ing votes, or spekinig to an admiring and
enthusiastie audience[ checring lustily hile
hé wildly promises Ruraldelle everythlng
thcy want. ]lcing cf au eiver retirlng disposi-
tien I would. not liké te make any grandér
suggestions. 1 leave details in your hancîs;
but the day I find Lucius amilingon the pages
of your paper will see me a proud weman, and
depénd upon it, l'Il fleurish Gaît' with
triumph ever the envious hond cf Matilda.

Your staunch friand and admirer,
ELIZA PENCHERMAN.

P. S.-If it ie possible that you have neyer
vlsitéd Rural Dell or seeu Lucius, 1 could
send you a picture of us both, taken together
when we were firet married, and if yen think
beet yeu ean léave mine eut, though 1 arn
generally ccnsidered the best looking.

P. S. No. 2.-MWhy don't yen start au in-
quiry celumu. 1 want dreadfully te know if
it le etiquetté for me te -write on my visiting
card, Mrs. Penchermau, and M. P. in the cor-
ner. I never kcnow the day 1 might ho in
Toronto and want te cal at the Goecrnment
lieuse, and it would hé se awkward net to
know what's wvhat. I've noticed people put
P. R. C. semetimes, and I do love te bie
stylish, which isn't sa easy when Von reside in
a siall place like Rural Dell, where thé most
of thé people are of the "'Pen sais quoi "

gender, a terrible drawback te a superior lady
liké myseif.

T}IISTLEDOWN.
I.

A littie fluif cf thistlédown had réached that
stage of umaturity whén the time drew nigh tor
it te take leave of its ~r nt stem and set forth
on its wanderings. Ud as it sat and pou-
dsred in its rnind what great déed it mmght
accomplish it %vas acre perplexed, forit fait its
own insignificancé and lack of magnitude.
And as mt reflected it was overcome by its
feelings and gave way te tears.

II.
"Why weépest thon, oh 1 littie finif of

thistledown? " asked its tail noighbor, the
mullein. etalk, 'lwhy weepcat thou thua bit-
terly 1"

And thé littie fluif answered, "«Because I
amn sa small, and aen now I muet set forth on
my travels and I know not how te accemplish
somne great deed, and I amn ambitions."

Then the melîcin stalk cemfertéd the littie
flnif and told it how it mniglit fly te the gardoni
cf saimé great anmd pions man and bring forth
many thisties amongat the goedly fruits iu thé
gardon ; and the great and piene man mlght
swear.

But the little luff wae fnot satisfied, and Tt was Snnday. am I have stated, but
yearned te doeéven more than that. warmth muet be attainéd at any coat, and a

«"ThMen trust te luck, " replied the moullein little fracture of thé firet day cf thé wéek, me-
stalk. IlKcep up your stimina and the pew- thonght would do ne harin.
der in yeur pistil dry, and you will bé ail But nîy landiord tlmought othérwlae. Ré le

right. T ra-la-la." a mi -pofser of 'religion and a grocer
"dai al, answered the little finif cf je;hai a Scotchirnan, as hie naine

thistledown, asZphyr came sinmglng along and Greger MacGregor Maehrson would seem te
lifting it in hie arm bore it away ovér fiold sugast, and, in addition te the usual cern-
and meidow teward the bounLdîcas occan. modities to b. found in a grcr'a emporiumn,

Ii. ho deals in that whlch at the last etingeth
"Ail bande bauds on deck ; man the pumpa, liké an adder and le sharper than a thanidees

heave the dry goode clérks overboard; belay tooth or a sérpent's chlld,-viz., ardent imirite.
thé righit bower ; bard a-port ; a vast heaving." My landlord, as I have intimatsd la '! unce

Sncb ivre thé hnrried commanda. that Cap. guid," and fromn chllly morn till frosty eve the
tain Ichabcd Applésas, cf the gced shmp building wherein hie anid I réside re-echo wlth
Kerchunk, of thé United States uavy, roared thie eound cf psalnîody snd hymnal meledy
througli hie seakîng trunipet, as bis g allant and
vessR careenéd deeply te starbeard, and coun- "On Jo-horr-dom's etorrmny ba-Ima-a-anks i eten'
tered héavily on thie wind'a eye. and aimilar aira ring threugh thé welkin as

diFourteen fast cf water ini the held, and ail thé piloua grocer sande hie angar and min gles
the groir watered," reported the ahip'e cax-pen. the Iusclous sice-léaf with hie tea, aud warblea
ter te bis commander. alond lu the axcas of hie religioue fervor.

" 1Th on. 'w shahl sink, " returnéd the latter. The situation is explained ; pions landlerd;
IlSink it is," replied Chips, And as hée yet over-worked tenant:; Sunday morniug and ne

spake the splendid man-of.wnr lnrched three. wood cnt.
peints abaf t the binnacle and Went te the 1 liad scaroely made the first fe] ~h i

betom.stick of wood when the opening wcrda f 'tii
IV. talc aaluted me, aupplemented by

The î'nnity cf the littie fluif cf thistledovn "Yé muena cut woed arGon ina préemnias
was gratified. It had collided with oue cf the o' thie Sawbath. 1 wilna pairmit sic a dees-
fineet veseels ef thé Amierican navy and had cration o' the blassed day."
sunli it. -wiz. My landlord stood béhind me, and hie locked

determined.
"But, fair air," I ured, «'I shail fréezé,

and I have ne firéwecd tfl I cnt seé,
diYe maun gang cauld then," mas thé reply,

"for I cauna suceo ye te cnt wood arcon me
heose o' the Sawbath. "

"But I shall freeze. "
1I carena, ava; yo, may pull an ex or au

-. sass cet e' thé pit thé day. but ye muena
whustlé ner eut wood."

"Ilshcnld like te psmsh an ase ont cf thie
ceUlar," I murmuréd ta myself, but restraîning
My .indination, I reeolved te resort te

*e strategy.
I am a 'Ycrkahiremau and I did net désiré

- te bc beaten by thiseannflling Calédonlan, se 1
said,

d « Wall, If yen wcn't let me out wcod ta-
I **.~ ay, I muet have somnething te waîm me.

You have spirite in ycur store; let me havé a
J bottlesof rye?

"hBac ye cny ailler?" espicieusly queried
a: ýrasg ng Scotchman, hie national lve cf

:-Z di0f Iors havé." I rsplied.
dieO ay ; gin yé ha. thé ailler lIl gis ye a

MORE PLAIN TRAN PLEASÂNT. mntchkin or twa," sald thé holy one, aud we
asceuded te thie grocery where thé tradésman

ONd Lady (Io simpcrinf, eldorly youn; lady, hauded me a bole of whiekey remarklng thé
iolo is said ta bc engaged Io a widower-)-An' whlle
whén le yrnriagé tas come aif ? " Thore's a lon' tmat ia fa-hairror than da.hay »

S. BE .PL.ý-O0rh R Mrs. Brown, don't teasé and thén denmanded ppyxnent. 1
me ; that's su old stery. diBy the way, " I remiarked, putting thé

.0.B. -It canna ba that, fer thé man's wife's bottîs In my pooket, di1, like yonrself, bolong
nas lang deed. .ta a Chrietian dénomination ; mine forbîda thé

payment cf money on Sunday. For that
THE PIOtJS LANDLORD. reason 1 neyer put anything in thé contribu-

NVUEN voami MEETS SCOTLAND TREK< COMES 'UE tien plate at chnrch on that day, and it would
TUGO0F WAR. b.e inconsisant were I te pay yen filthy lucre

for eordid whiskey. What la sauce for thé
"Loah, mon 1 I canne aleco ye te eut weed goose s sauce for thé gander. I muet défer

on thé Sawbsth." .payment indefinitely. If it me wrong te saw
Su.ch were thé worde that broke ou iny cars. -wued te-day it la ton times worse te pay for

as, oe Suuday moraing, I prepsrsd te saw a lquor. Twijg V" aud 1 amiled a ouille that was
few sticks cf îvood lu the collar cf the houe verv expreseive.
in which I rent apartmente. Thé geed man feit that 1 dihad " hum. Hie

My avecation compels me te départ from 1whcle graspiug nature was risîng in arma, se
home betimes in thé morning, and whén 1 re. te epeak. as ho féared thé côveted bawbéés
turu at eve, thie ncongenial task of* . dbuck- wers te bé denied biai. and bis physical Ibabil.
ing" wood le freqnently postponeil. and on ity precluded thé Ides of reortlng te violence,
thé meornlng in question, a bittérly cold oe, I on his part, te regain possession of the hettle
found myeelf without a eoitary eliver0f wuod in mypeeket.
wheréwith to inecase tho atmosphérical cale- seél," hée sald, at lat, pale wlth angér,
rie ef Mny racine. "'«weel, gang yer &n gate and aaw yeer wood,


