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RHYMES FROM RUCKERT.

The two following.sonnets are taken from a collection catitled |}
Aprilreisebleller, (LBﬂ\'Lb from an April journey,) of which they
are the G6th and 31st,

L

Nuturo and man arc constantly at war ;
“T'he erooked lines, which, in her sportive glee,
On stone and Ledge she traces joyously——
Tond man will néver leave thew as they are,
Dut makes them straight ; cach rude rock hie must square,
"I'o yicld liim planks, forsooth, must train the tree.
I'hus rocks and trees curl’d to liis ¢nds must be,
And {rom bis home the eagle Le must scere.
But, when these arts wild nuture would encuzgr,
And her free sports would check wath formal chain,
She stirs hersell, ligh swelling in her rage.—
Then the plank moulders till it cracks ia twaiz,
"Then spriogs green moss from walls thzt shake with age ;—
Nature stands fren, where ends proud urts domain.

1L

ITeav’n is a seroll, the hand of God holds fast—
A wighty seroll, with greund of azure-blue,
Which to this hour hath kept its constant hue ;

T’ento this vast World's end that hue shall last,

And mystic words, which froin God’s mouth have pass’d,
Arc written on this scroll with eyphers true §
Yet lest it be wnrolled to mortal view

As a great seal the San is en it plac’d,

When fro:mn the seroll night takes the seal away
A thousand signs heam to the wand’ring cye,

Which but one miglty hicragly ph display,

"Pelling that «* God is love—love ne’er can le.”

And this one phrase—no Understanding may
Interpret it—its import is so high !

BILLARD'S ADVENTURE IN A WELL.

The story of the unfortunate Dufyvel, who, was buried acei-
deninlly in u well, and remained in itfor a long period, is not
without a parallel in the story of imining transactions in France.
In the department of the Indre, and parish of Fleure-ta-Riviere,
March 27, 1837, about ha!f-past cight in the morning, Etienne
- Billard, a working mason, descendod a well one hundred and
twenty feet dcop, for the purpose of examming it preparatory 1o
some repaits. * VWhen ‘he had reached the bottom, ornealy so,
an cxtensivo portion of thé sides fell in upon him, and shut him
out from the light of duy ; but, by a remarkable piece of good
fortune, the materials, in falling, formed a small arch of about
three feet in diameter around his head.  Lad it not been for this,
he would have been either futally hurt by the heavy stenes of the
masonry, or would have been suffocated immediately.  Every
other part of the well around his body was filled cotupacily with
the fallen materiads. The naise of the frruption was heard by some
workmen near the spot, who immediately run up toit. On listen-
ing intently, they heard the eries of Billard, and the certainty that
he was yet alive inspived the bope of delivering im. Sending off]
one of their unmber to alarm tho neighbouring inbabitants and au-
thorities, these workinen then lowered a lighted candle down the
well, the danger of a further full of the sides deterring themselves
from going down. ‘The candle went down onc hundred feet, thus
showing that about twenty feet of the mass, or a considerable por-
tion thercof, lay above the unfortunate Billard. In reply to their
cull, he was heard distinetly to say that he could not sce any
thing of the ligbt.  *¢1 am assured,”” he moreover said, ¢ that
“am alost man. But T sufler no pain, and 1 breathe freely.”

No ordinary ditliculty, it was obvious, stood in the way of re-
Yiof in this case.  For workmen to deseend inta the narrow deep
well, and attempt to clear away the ruins, without some security
against a further fall of the wides, was a dangerous task. The
anthorities of the district, us soon as they arrived, and saw the
nature of the nccident, sent oft' an express for the district super-
intendant of roads and bridges, Monsicur Certain. e was ot
some distance, and did unot prrive 1l next day. Inthe mean
time, one man, a slater, ventired to descend to the top of the
fallen mass of stones aud carth, which proved, as had beenshown
by the candle, to be ubout one hundred feet belew the orifice.
Urged by the indistinet cries for help which they heard from poor
Billard, the mon on the spot began to lift the stones forming the
sides of the well.  When Monsieur Certain arrived, he descended
without hesitation into the well, and put several questions to Bil~
lard respecting his situation. M. Certain judged it proper to con-
tinuo the raising of the sides of the well, as the displacement of
the lower part would render it most imprudent to go on otherwise.
No side boring could be excented with sach speed as the whole
well could be clearegs The soil, fortunately, was clayey and
tirm.  While this lnbour was going on duy and night, with the ut-
most rapidity compatible witha proper degree of caution,the friends
and fellow workmen of Billard descended oceasionally to ani-
mate him with the cheering sound of kindly voices, and with the
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On the morning of the 23th, the governor 2nd head engineer of)
the department of the Indre arrived. M. Ferrand, inspector of]
works, was with them, and descended into the well. He gave
his assent to the continuation of the operations going on, which
some of the anxious friends of the prisoner were beginning to ex-
claim against, from their seeming slowness. In presence of the
gentlemen mentioned, the lubours were continued, and on the
eveniug of the 20th the well was clear to the upper part of the fal-
Withont delay, the process of lifting them was begun ;
went on very tardily,

len tnss,
Lut {roin the size of the stones, the work
throuzh the difiiculty of holsiing them to such a distance ubove.
After they had advanced a certain way, anew difficolty met them
in the fuce. Tt was impossible to tell the exact state of the arch
formed so miraculously over the head of the unfortunate wun, or
its degree of stability. It was necessary, therefore, to go on with
ihe elevation of the stones with extreme. care and delicacy, other-
iwise the unsettlement of any portion of tlie heavy asses above
him micht have caidsed his instantaneous death, cither from a crush
or suffucation.

At ten o’clock in the evening of the 28th, the workmen were
caleulzted to be about six feet above the captive, who had now
heen shut out from the light since the morning of the 27th, Tt was
impossible to send him food by =« bore as in the case of Dufavel,
and he had therefore the pressure of hunger added to his misery. |ir
His voice was heard niore clearly as the workinen went on, and
they could now even tell the exact point where he was confined.
But during the night of the 29th his voice hecame a source of fear
and alarm to the labourers sbove Lim. Billard’s motionless con-
dition, his want of foed and air for so long u time, hegun to over-
throw his moral courage. His reasen gave place to delirium, his
hope to despair.  The workmen heard him at one moment la-
menting his fate and piteonsly crying for fuod, and at the next
moment they heard him abandoning himself to the most extrava-
Langhter heard in such a situation was a thing al-
most too deplorable and shocking for human ears to listen to.
When consulted on the meaning of the symptoms on the part of
Billard, M. Nabert, n surgeon who had never quitted the spot
since the time of the accident, recommended the workmen to hur-
ry on their labours, as the man could probably survive but a few
howurs in this stale. _

In consequence of this advice, a new direction was given to the
work, and in place of passing down by the side of the spot where
the poor man \‘faé 's-umiosé’d to be, the excavation was carried
slopingly down to his head. ;In fine, afier, three days and three
nights of incessant toil, the head of Billard was reached, and
cleared of all surrounding matter. The jlisthﬁt that this too' place,
it was nolified to those above by a ery, and the deafening shouts
that were immediately raised, showed what an assemblage had ga-
thered around the place tv learh the issue of the case. The de-
liverance took place cxactly a quarter of an hour before eleven
o’clock in the morning of the 30th.  When raised once morc to
the daylight, every precaution was taken to prevent any bud ef-
feets from a change so sudden.  He was carried to a neighbouring
house, with Lis body aund head well wrapped up, and there he
was laid in an apartinent, from which the light was in a great
measure excluded.  After some spoonfuls of light broth and a lit-
tle wine had been administered to him, he fell inmediately aslecp,
never having tasted that blessing during his confivement. Before
slecping, he bad spoken in such a way as to show that his mind
had recovered its tone.  liis pulse was weak but quick, beating
126 times in o minule ; his skin was cold, his thirst burning, and
his tongue stuel almost to- the roof his mouth. While confined,
he had eaten a portion of the leather front of his cap or bonnet,
and ho bad even, he said, cudeavoured to grind with his teeth o
stone that Jay before his mouth, ' o

Tticnne Billard soon recovered.. His imprisonment had not
been so protracted as to reader the vital heat difficult of restora-
tion.  11is body, however, thongh not mangled or bruoised, as it
might have been expeeted to e, retained for a long time a feel-
ing of dull pain, from the pressure that bad been exerted upen it.

2t gaiety.

Sravisn YYoarex.—~The Spanish women are very interest-
ing. Wha we associate with the idea of female beauty, is not
perhaps very common in this country. There are seldon those
scraphic countenances, which strike you dumnb, or blind, but
faces in abundance which will never pass without commanding
admiration. ‘Their charms consist in their sensibility. Each in-
cident, every person, every word, touches the funcy of a Spanish
lady, and her expressive features are constantly confuting the
creed of the Moslemin. DBut there is nothing quici, harsh, or
forced about her. She is extremely unaffected, and not at all
French. Her eyes gleam rather than sparkle, she speaks with
vivacily, butin sweet tones; and there is in all her carriage,
particularly when she walks, a certain dignified grace whichnever
deserts her, and whichis very remarkuble.

The general female dress in Spain is of black silk, called a das-
quing, und a black silk shawl, with which they vsnally envelop
their heads, called a mantilia. As they walk along in this cos-
tume in an evening, with the ir soft, dark eyes dangerously con-
spicuous, you willingly pehe\e m)tnelr universal charms. They

'stand the summer lightning of her soft and languid glance !

very proud, and indeed its luxuriance i3 only equalled by the at-
tention which they lavish rn its cultore. T bave seen a young
girt of fourteen, whose hair -reached her feet, and was as glossy -
asthe cufl of a contessa. All day long, even to the fowest order
they are brushing, corling, and arranging it. A froit—waman has
her hair dressed with as much care as the Duchess of Ossana. [fa
the summer, they do not wear their mantilla over their heads,
but show their combs, which are of very great size. The fashion
of thase combs varies constamly. Every 1wo or three months
you may observe a new form; It is the partof the costume of
which a Spanish wemaa is most proud. ‘The moment that a new
comb appears, even a servant girl will run to the melter’s with her
old one and thus with the costof a dollar or two, appear the next
holiday inthe newest style. These combs are worn at the back
of the head. They are of tortoise-shell, and with the very fashion-
able, they are white. [ eat next to alady of high distinction
at a bell-fight at Seville. Shy was the danghter-in-law of the
captain-general of the province, and the most beautiful Spaniard I
ever met, Her comb was white, snd she wore a mantilla of
blonde, without deubt extremely valuable, for it was very dirty.
The eflect, however, was charmi'ncr Her hair was glossy b]ack,
her eyes like an antelope’s, and all her other fentures deliciously
soft. . She was further adorned, which is rare in Spain, with a
rosy cheek, for in Spain our heroines are rather =allow But
they countcract this slight defect by never appearing until twi-
light, which calls them from their bowers, fresh, lhouvh languid,
from the late siesta.

“The only fault of the Spanish beauty is, that she too soon in-
dulves in the mn'vmﬁcence of enlonpoint.
many exceptions.
Tal, Iithe,

There are, however, -
At seventcen, Spanish beanty is poetical.
and clear, and graceful us a jennet, wno cau with-
: As
she advances, if' she do not lase her shape, she resembles Juno
rather than Venus. Majestic she over is, and if her fect be less
twinkling than in her first bolero, look on her hand; and you’ll
forgive them all.

ENGLISHMAN ASCENDENG VESUVIUS.

The Countess of Blessmgtan, in her recent work, ¢ The Idler
in Italy,”” .remarks that travelling English make the worst appeur-
ance abroad of all natious, on account of the large pomon of un- _'
educated men whom wealth al]ows, amongst us, 1o, qmt ‘their
country for a season. Tlie traces of this in continental albains are, .
she says, very couspicuous. The following is a grotesque plcture
presented.by her ]ad) ship of\a felio“-counlr) man whom she found
1iling up the siopes of Veanvnu\

‘¢ A most piteous sight was presented to us by the ascem of u
very ful elderly I’nnhshmnn, who commenced. this painful opera-
tion.at the same 'time that we did. He was, like me, preceeded
by a guide with leathern straps, to which he adhered with such
vigorous tenacity, as frequently to pull down the unfortunate man,
who complained loudiy. The lava, gravel, and cinders, put in
mation by the feet of his conductor, rolling on those of the ful
gentleman, extorted from him sundry reproaches, to which, how-
ever, the [talian was wholly insensible, not understanding & word
of English. The rubicurd fuce of our countryman was now be-
come of so dark a erimson, as to convey theidea of no slight don-
ger from an attack of apoplexy ; and it was bathed in a “profase
perspiration, which fell in large drops on his protuberant stomach.
Being afraid to let go the leather straps for even an instant, he was
ina p:tmble dxle'nmu. how to get at his pocket handkerehief. ‘One
of our party offered to take out his pocket handkerchief, seeing
how much he stood in need of it ; an offer which he th.ml\fulb
accepted, but explained that his pocket was secured by buckles on
the inside, to prevent his being robled ; ; a precaution, he added,
that he well knew the necessity of, as those Lazarettos( Lazaroni
he meant) would not otherwise leave a- single article in 1t, . Itre-
quired no little portion of ingenuity to separate the pocket inside ;
and while the operation was performing, he kept praying that his
purse, snufi-box, or silver flask, might not be displayed, lest they
might tempt the Lazarellos to make away with him, in order to
obtain thosé valuables, '

¢ I took care to conceal my watch,” said he w ith a significant
look, ¢ for T know these rascals of Lazaretlos right well.  Why,
would you believe it, ladies and gentleman? they pretty nearly
knocked me down in that dirty village where the donkeys aro hir-
ed. Iwas up to their tricks, however, and saw, with half an eye,
that when they pretended to fight among themselves, it was a mere
sham, as an excuse that T might get un unlucky blow between
them, when, I warrant me, they would soon have, dispatched me,
and have divided my property amongst them, but they saw your
large party coming, and that saved me.’

I asked why, il his apinion of the Neapolitans was so bnd be
ventured alone with them on so hazardous arrexpedition. ¢ Indeed,
ma’am; I never had such a foolish intention ; for, wonld you be-
lieve it, I have come to that there dirty village no less than three
times, in the hope of meeting a large party of English-who might
serve as protection - for me, but until to~day never saw more than’
one or two persons, therefore I retarned as I came. 1 had heard,

.assurance that help was eear.

are remarkable for the beamy of theirhair. OF this they are
)

however, so much of this burning mountain, that I was determined
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