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SENSATIONALISM IN. THE PULPIT.

—

At a time when a large proportion of our
literature, and & still Iarger proportion of our
journalism, is distinguished by that striving
after meretrioious - effect, and that coarse and
glaring coloring of ordinary facts which is apt-
Iy comprised by the word ‘sensationalism,’ it
i8 not without fitness that & warning should be
uttered against a possible invasion of the pul-
pit by similar methods, An article in the
Homiletic Review puts the question very dis-
tinctly before ns; and salthough it is certainly
~ a fuot, we are glud to say, that the clergy of
our church do not, as & rule, adopt newspaper
methods of atiracting their hearers, we have
notioced that among the Nornconformist preach-
ers this rule of decent reserve is falling more

and more out of fashion, If on a Saturday
thorning you take up any of the provincial
papers of the Northern towns where Noncon-
formity is very prevalent, such as Leeds, or
Manchester, -or Bradford, you will fiod nearly
“a column of advertisements emanaliog from
the varions Dissenting places of worship of the
town, seiting forth the titles of the'noxt day’s
permons; titles often too evidently concocted
merely with & view to producing 8 striking
advertisement, In these towns, however, we
are glad 10 note that, as a rale, onr clergy do
not adopt these methods of swelling their
congregations, Apart from the bad taste of
the system, we must point out that it utterly
gets at nought the real and proper reason
for going to a place of worship. We go to
church—or ought to do so—for the purpose of
attending Divine service. of worshipping in
common with the great body of Christ's Church
on earth, either aciually or tpiritually present,
and of entering into communion with oar
Savionr Himself, We do not go merely fo hear
a clever preacher uiter an intellectual or even
& morslly beantiful discourse, still less to have
our ears tickled and our minds amused by the
misplaced art of & popular lecturer. It is the
oustom, which we think is to be commended,
in some churches always to announce ‘ evening
or morning prayer with sermon,’ thus pointing
out that a sermon is not the main objeot of the
service, though. we are thankful to receive it as
& valuabie and belpful adjunct 1o that service,
and we do not wish to minimise its importance,

But there are sermons and sermons, Or we
may eay there are sermons, and there are also
speeches, and lectures, and spoken esssys; this
second division being extremely useful in its
proper place, but that place is not the pulpit.
And this is practically what the article in the
Homiletic Review insista upon. The preacher,
it says, ¢should enliven his sermons with in-
oidents and illustrations designed to give
pleasure, or make an impression’ upon his
audience; but this shounld be done with oare,
He may even go'so far 88 to occasionally adver-
tise special subjects in order to atiract those
who are not habitual churchgoers; but he may
never, for any resson Or on any ocoasion,
resort to sensational methods. Som.e examples
of these methods are given, all of which titles
the writer of the artiole. saw, and sermons
on some of which subjects he also heard. They
are remarkable from their, forced ingenuity and
conepicuous bad taste, Here we have preachers
endesvoring 30 catch an audience, a8 the news-
boy in the street endeavors to catch his half-
penny customers, with titles such as Courting
—The Ugly Husband—=Soul Millinery—The
Wife who i8 Never at Home—Let go your
Neighbor's Umbrella—Pull on your Bootstrap
—the last two being as mysterious as they are
nonsensical and exaggerated. Some of these

announcements can easily be paralleled by a
selection from the newspapers aliuded to above,
in one of which we saw lhe catoking heading,
¢ 'Was Jesus Christ & Socialist?' We are glud
to note, however, that generally speaking, the
olergy of our Church, avoid using the methods
of the lower class of evening papers, and do
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not attempt to give the notices of their services
the appearance of the-contents boards of the
‘new, journalism.’ We oconfess, on the other
hand, that it is with a something like repug-
nance that we see ministers of Dissenting
ohapels advertising their germons on a Satur-
day morning, and striving to attract & congre-
gation with sensational notices, or competing
with other denmominations—all side by side
with the annomncements of the rival looal
theatres, music halls, and cironses ; for it is
obvious that snch methods cannot attract those
who really wish to worship, and who find &
delight in the services of the House of God.
They attract only those who go to churches or
ohspels meraly to hear a ¢ clever’ or * striking’
sermon, whose object is rather intellectual
entertainment than spiritnal ministration, As
the writer in the Homiletic Review caustioly
puts - it, * The sensational plan attraots * reli-
gious tramps,” bat not solid Christian believers,’
And we heartily endorse his pithy advice,
* Pat things hot,’ if yom like, but * never work
on the sensational plan—Church Bells,

XMAS HYMN.
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Behold, our Saviour Christ!
No room for Him was found,
In all the earth around,
Save cattle shed.
And there, the Incarnate Son of God,
Was born, to shed for us His blood,
Our Saviour Christ,

Belold, our Saviour Christ!
Low in a manger bed
Reclines His holy head,

In calm repose,

For us He oame in lowly gnise,

For us He made the saorificd,
Our Saviour Christ,

Bohold, our Saviour Christ!
The angels hymn His birth,
- Peace and goodwill on earth
To men be known, )
Axnd as they sing the happy song,
The Shepherds see the glorious throng,
Of Angel host.

Behold, our Savioar Christ | v
The Shepherds haste to see,
The babe or Mary's knae,
And worship Him,
. Then wondering, go away, to tell,
"The advent of Emmanuel,
Our Saviour Christ.

Behold, our Saviour Christ!

Angels attend His "birth,

Prooclaim through all the earth

That He has come,

And they, who on His word believe,
Shall everlasting life receive,

Through Jesus Christ.

~K. 8. Massiah, Lachute,

WHAT ARE CLERGYMEN FOR?

In a late number of the Pacific Churchman,
in & short editorial abont the recent Summer
School of Theology at-Bewanee, you eay, “It
wonld be well if the clergy generally could
have & little of such stimulus now and then

They have far too little time for reading and
thought amidst their ceaseless round of par-
ochial work.,” Now I am not going to contro-
vert your proposition, it probably is trne as a
matter of faot, but it has oconrred to me to ask
several gnestions about it, and in the first place,
why it is true, and if it ought to be true 7 Has
the Oharch any right to put her clergy, or
have the-clergy any right to pat themselves
into any such “ceassless round of parocbial
work,” that they shall have ¢ far too hittle time
for reading and thought?” Is not this & most
snggeative, is it not a * burning” question? Is

it not one that both olergy "and laity ought to
ask, think upon and arswer ?  Is it not one of
the evils of the time that ought to he remedied 7
One would think so, especially when it is
remembered that in the most solemn hour of &
olergyman’s life he is asked this question,
“Will you be diligent in prayers, in reading
the Holy Soriptures, and in such sfudies as help
to the knowledge of the same, laying aside the
study of the world and the flesh? Anaswer,
1 will endeavor to do so, the Lord being my
helper.”

Now the question at once comes up, what is
this * parochial work” that slips in and com-
pels the clergy to break so oonstantly and
fatally their ordination vow ?

I am not, Mr, Editor, going to undertake to
arswer that question, but would it not be well
for the clergy—and laity too—to consider it?
What kind of work ia it that takes so much
time and strength of the olergy, saps their
vitality, and so utterly oonsumea them that
they have little or no time for tho *studies”
obligated upon them ? It is * paroohial work,”
and what kind of work, for the most part
is that? It oannot be oconnected = with
the fanotion of the Priesthood, for, as
things now are, the labor of that is little, in
faot altogether too little, is it not? How much
of your time and strength is taken up in your
proper fonolion as & Priest? And how much
time and strength are used io the propsr fume-
tion of Pastor? I koow what is oalled * pas-
toral work™; but in fact is not that, as
exeroised, largely what i1 known, in “Society" -
pariance as “ social duty 7" You a3 “ Reotor"
are at the head of & gooial and business in-
stitution called a ‘*Parish,” are you not? and
your chief business is to ** baild up that parish,”
L suppose; all your labor tends to that end,

There is one funotion of the Ministry, the
prephelic or preaching or teaching funotion,
which, in faot, logioally, i the first in order,
and to which the ordination vow above guoted
_has reference : * Go, teach all nations,” How
shall & man “teach” ualess he be a student ?
Apd how shall he be a student nnless ho has
time to be suoch ? And how shall he have
time if his time is chicfly taken np with social
or busiues affairs of his * parish?’ And here
another question presents itself : Is this thing
wo oall & parish a means or an end in‘itself?
Do you ‘ preach tho Gospel’ in order to ¢ baild
np the parish,’ or does the parish exist in order
that the Gospel may bo preached ? This is a
most importsnt comsideration, in fact it lies
at the root of the whole business. 1 suppose in
theory, yon will consent to the laiter propo-

"| sition, but, is not the former paramount? Are .

yon not as & preacher, compelled to shupe
preaching to that end? Do not sll your
{ stndies’ and labor lead in that direstion? 1Is
not this why the clergy bave ‘8o littlefor read.
ing and thought 2"  [tis the ‘ ceaspless round
of parochial work, which they were not
ordained to do, which i8 in the way : nothing ia
more olear than that. Uader this state of
things, what are the olergy cuming 10 a8 & sup-
posed body of learned, and consequontly in-
flaential men ? Thoy have little time to stady
and think, :

This ia not & new queetion,” It is & very old
one. It was encountered at tho oatset of the
Church and peremptorily settled on the spot by
the Apostles thomscives,

‘It is not fit that we should serve tables,” Ia
it not about.time, Mr, Editor, that wo should
return to firat principles, and got the olergy
back to the work for which thoy are ordsained ?
When that sball be donc, I take it there will’
not be oocasion for Church editors to write
sach sentences as that of yours quoted at the'
beginning of this letter, ‘Ihink 1 over, write
an editorial about it, and ask thegpleriosl read-
era of your paper to prepare ocarefully and
preach, ench & sermon, on Acts vi. 1-4, What
are olergymen for?—D. D, O. in Pucific
Ohurchman,




