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() riginal m 0 ttt’y : The purpose of the Paradise Lost is wholly reli~ | views as to the best mode of binding a colony to the | the effecting of which, if' the degeneracy of the age is stick was removed not from the clergy only in the one| THE CHURCH AT HOME AND IN THE
b __ | gious. He strikes the loudest, and, at the same time, | mother country than statesmen and politicians at home : i[ such that the political and religious interest of the case, nor from the laity only in the other, but all were COLONIES.

ADDRESS TO BRITAIN.
(From an Unpublished Poem.)

Hail, Britain !—Empress of the earth, all haill
Hail to thy glory, majesty and might,
Thy heav’n-born Faith and palms of rich renown !
Queen of the nations! thron’d upon the flood,
Whose waters multitudinous exult,
Around thee rushing with the roar of waves,
That lift their high and billowy heads to heav’n,
As proud to waft thy thunder o’er the world.
'Lnnd of immortal men— Britain—all hail !
’I‘hy towns, and tow’rs, minsters, and castles old,—
l:hy hallow’d homes—ancestral, broad domains—
Thy princely palaces—thy lordly halls—
ields fam’d in story—temples, to the skies
4 1 gorgeous grandeur reaving their vast domes,
else with frequent spire piercing the clouds—
Thy marts—and ports, where ships from ev’ry elime
st from the wat’ry way—thy groves and lawns—
amlets of beauty, bosom’d deep in trees
fairest growth—thy silvery, spreading streams,
¥ banks of flow’rs gliding with gentle course,—
by varied scenes—hill, dale, and darkling forest—
18¢ to my vision, as in thoughtful mood
Ponder o’er the present and the past.
and of the Free! upon whose sacred shore—
rdled with glory with dominion crown’d—
Mortal Liberty hath based ber throne,—
€aving less noble themes I turn to thee.
Id at the thought mine inmost bosom burns
ith glowing ardour, fervent, fond, desire ;
ke lightning glancing from its sable cloud,
ectric flashes vibrate thro’ the gloom
at darkens round my lot, and yet once more
,r'“’k in song sweet solace of the past.
i“ Wearied with long toil, my spirit springs,
Thm':hfar-snm‘mg p!unge, aloft,yafvay, g
e e etherial void ; and hov’ring o'er
Bb"‘e ocean verge—thence glancing deeply down,
eholds thee in thy beauty, pow’r, and might.
ternal Freedom ! thou my soul inspire ;
O‘h! let thy voice, with holy heav’nly Truth—
'1!1__)' Warranty and strength—thrill thro’ my heart
ith awfy] tone, and bid the vital stream
ound thro’ my bosom like th’ enfranchis’d flood,
That, bursting winter’s chain, over the steep
Mpetuous pours its tide.
" undivided union come, oh! come,
reedom and Truth—Heaven’s own revealed Truth—
nd bear me up unfetter'd as the wind

Li

bat sweeps the sky, and bids th’ unclouded stars
radiant loveliness o’erlook the night.

Britain—thou boast and wonder of the earth !
ethinks from Cambria’s mountains to the coast
ere first emerging from his billowy bed
Fhe Sun upon thy soil sheds beamy gold—
oM rugged Cornwall to the bleak cold north,
Il 'ere roary the Pentland with its whirling waves—
'ear thy voice cry “Freedom to the world !”
“(;c to oppression, tyranny, and wrong,
he'} shall the nations learn this truth from thee—
4018 born free, th’ inheritor of rights
‘ one should wring from him, indefeasible,
~ Stamp’d on the soul and register’d before
“:rhe Omnipresent majesty of Heaven.
n June 12th,

&

MILTON.
(From Blackwood’s Magazine.)

the sweetest-toned harp of the Muse with the hand of
a Christian theologian. He girds up all the highest
powers of the human mind to wrestling with the most
arduous question with which the human faculties can
engage—the all involving question—How is the world
governed? Do we live under chance, or fate, or
Providence? Is there a God? And is he holy, loy-
ing, wise, and just? Ie will
“ Assert eternal Providence,
And justify the ways of God to man.”

The justifying answer he reads in the Scriptures.
Man fell, tempted from without by another, but by the
act of his own free-will, and by his cwn choice.—
Thus, according to the theology of Milton, is the di-
vine Rule of the universe completely justified in the
sin into which man has fallen—in the punishment
which has fallen upon man. The Justice of God is
cleared. And hislove? That shines out, when man
has perversely fallen, by the Covenant of Mercy, by
finding out for him a Redeemer. And thus the two
events in the bistory of mankind, which the Scriptures
present as infinitely surpassing all others in impor-
tance, which are cardinal to the destinies of the hu-
man race, upon which all our woe, and, in the highest
sense, all our weal are hung, become the subject of
the work—the Fall of man consoled by the promise
and undertaking of his Redemption.

The narrative of the Fall, delivered with an awful
and a pathetic simplicity to us in a few words in the
first chapters of Genesis, becomes accordingly the
groundwork of the Poem; and these few words, with
a few more scattered through the Scriptures, and
barely hinting Celestial transactions, the War and
Fall of the Angels, are by a genius, as daringly, as
powerfully creative, expanded into the mighty dimen-
sions of an Epic. That unspeakable hope, foreshown
to Adam as to be accomplished ia distant generations,
pouring an exhilarating beam upon the darkness of
man’s self-wrought destruction, which saves the cat-
astrophe of the poem from utter despair, and which
tranquillizes the sadness, has to be interwoven with
the poet's narrative of the Fall. How stupendous
the art that has disposed and ordered the immensity !
—comprehended the complexity of the subject into a
clearly harmonized, musically proportioned Whole!

Unless the Paradise Lost had risen from the soul
of Milton as a hymn—unless he had begun to sing as
a worshipper with his hands uplifted before the altar
of incense, the choice of the subject would have been
more than bold,—it would have been the daring of
presumption—an act of impiety. For he will put in
dialogue God the Father and God the Son—disclo-
sing their supreme counsels. He has prayed to the
Third Person of the Godhead for light and succour.
If this was a fetch of human wit, it was in the austere
zealot and Puritan mockery. To a devout Roman
Catholic poet, we could forgive every thing. For
nursed among legends and visual representations of

My
time,
¢re in
Yong
to an

LTON owned and shewed himself a son of the
Gifted with powers eminently qualificd for se-
vestigation—apt for learning, and learned be-
Most men—of a temper adverse and rebellious

4ssumed and ungrounded control—large-hearted |
al‘ge-

minded to comprehend the diverse interests |
$B—personally fearless—devout in the highest
i:‘mldest sense of the word; namely, as acknow-
fidip, 8_110 supreme law but from he;ave_n, and as con-
Rsgiy M the immediate communication of divine
ging, m"e to the‘faithful servants of heaven—posses-
doy, en‘”ﬁover, in a.lmplest measure, that peculiar en-
Stang tof sovereign poets which enables them to }
monﬂ as the teachers of a lofty and tender wisdom, |
Piofoung P:OI;;‘h.ets to fhe species, the clear faculty of
in the 2 -1uspect.1on-—he was prepared to share
nteIchtual strife and change of that day, even
from :}:';leb Interposing, pacific angel charmed away
v°1“tion~()som of tl}e Iz}nd all other warfare and re-
g and to s.hme in that age’s work, even had
. © Dever smiled on his cradled forehead, never
the magical murmurs of song on his chosen lips.
* Wag a politician, a theologian of his age—amidst
€molition of established things, the clang of arms,
“ponthe streaming of .blood, whether in the field or
the scaffold, a thinker and a writer.
& ;l‘e are times that n_au.)ral'ly produce real, others
at ml:}tuml.ly produce imitative poetry. Tranquil,
.08 times, produce the imitative; times that

of |
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\ grm han self-consciousnesses, produce the real.—
ationeat Poetry has a moral foundation. It is imagi-

uﬂl hu bln dlng upon the greal, GCEP, universal, eter-
oL Therefore profound sympathy with
Rrowiy profound intelligence of man, aided by, or
true g out of] th.at profound syn}pathy, is vital to the
ith rl:loet. But in stagnafing times both sympathy
;'Oub]ag Bl'eeps, at.xd the dlsclosufe of man s}leeps.—
Ve & el times b.rmg out humanity—show its terri-
ity !ruf}: 15—also its might and grandeur—both ways
g A great poet seems to require his birth in
mge when there are about him great self-revelations
N !ll:rn’bﬁ-)r h1§ vaticination. Moreover, his own par-
oy : €ing 1s more deeply and strongly stirred and
i © him in such a time. But the moral tempest
too violent for poetry—as the Civil War of
3?8 appeared to blast it and all letters—that of
tliament contrariwise. The intellect of Milton,
aradise Lost, shows that it had seen * the
rld enraged.”
the  PPily for the literary fame of his country—for
arg . .0 eXaltation in these latter ages of the sublime
by ‘c? he cultivated—for the lovers of poetry who
“Hitance op by acquisition speak the masculine
the gl "OS8ive language which he still ennobled—for
Titigy e fame of the august poet himself~—the po-
de"‘ude which a new change (the restoration of
40 exiled royalty to its ancestral throne)
‘_Ve.r the land, by shutting up the public hopes
ang Vil and ecclesiastical republican in despair,
Ty Crushing his faction in the dust, gave him back,
S6l] o Visionary blindness of undecaying age, to “ the
§

* of delightful studies,” in order that, in seclu-
‘eh' tom all
'eve the wor

Ot less thay
Subj; Ucated by

» ang

e
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n
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*“ barbarous dissonance,” he might
k destined to him from the beginning

the greatest ever achieved by man.
g such a strife to power—and not more
hy, Cony gifted than strenuously exercised—Milton
leiollsne:tantly car.ried in his. sm{l the two-fold con-
Selp )rns of the highest destination. He knew him-
Soungy,, ahEI'Eat poet; and the names of great poets
mep 8wt "ngh. all time, rang in his ears. What
woulq as t? his people and to his language, he
Blorj,, se to his; and this was the lower vocation—
TSPy as earthly things may be glorious—and self-
thyy & 19g while he thought of his own head as of one
I’“blic_:l.l .be laurel -bound; yet magnanimous and
Ruagq Plrited, while he trusted to shed upon his lan-
fame'_ and_upon his country the beams of his own
a ong o 1S, we say, was his lower vocation, taken
By g}t, Oughts and feelings high but merely human.
“nctigy '8her one accompanied it. The sense of a
he nf“We to the human soul, and indestructible
Pow assiduoyg hallowing of himself, and of all his
thay o, Y Teligious offices that seek nothing lower
88 ap Mmunion with the fountain-head of all holi-
e of iOf all good,  And, Milton, labouring “in the
8 enst great‘ taskmaster’’—trained by all rec]l.xse
Wopyg 1o Studies—trained by the turmoil raging
Beneral m of t.he times, and by his own share in Ehe
f hig “Ontention—according to the self-dedication
Wig Mind trained within the temple—he, stricken
e&nh];r €8s, and amidst the gloom of extinguished
OP€s, assumed the singing robes of the poet,

| without a scruple and without a thought.

!

the invisible—panoplied in a childlike imposed faith
from the access of impiety—his paternoster and his
ave-maria more familiar to his lips than his bread,
almost so as their breath—the most-audacious repre-
rentations may come to him vividly and paturally,
But Mil-

| ton, the purged, the chastened, spititual iconoclast,

drinking his faith by his own thirst from the waters
of Zion, a champion whose weapons from the armoury
of God “are given him tempered”’—he to holy things
cannot lay other than an awful hand. We know that
he believed himself under a peculiar guidance. Sure-

| ly, he had had visions of glory which, when he design-

ed the poem that would include scenes in heaven, of-
fered themselves again almost like very revelations.
If we hesitate in believing this of him, it is because
we conceive in him a stern intellectual pride and
strength, which could not easily kneel to adore. But
there we should greatly err. For he recognized in
himsel(—
“ Self-knowing, and from thence
Magnanimous to correspond with heaven”—

that capacity of song which nothing but sacred Epos
could satisfy. Diodati asks him—* Quid Studes ?"’
and he answers—* Mehercle, Immortalitatem!”  This
might persuade us that he finally chose the Fall of
Man as he at first had chosen King Arthur. But
not so. When Arthur dropped away from his pur-
pose, naturally displaced by the -after-choice, the will
toward an Epic underwent an answerable revolution.

The first subject was called by the ¢ longine -~ D=
mortallity.” ~ Duc auotier longing, or the longing after

avother immortality, carried the will and the man to
the second. ~The learning and the learned art of the
Paradise Lost, concur in inclining us to look upon
Milton as an artist rather than a worshipper. On
closer consideration of its spirit, we cannot think of
his putting his hand to such a work without the in-
wardly felt conviction that God was with him in it.

And, what is the feeling with which a youthful
mind first regards the Paradise Lost? A holy, awe
—something as if it were a second Bible. So, too,
have felt towards it our great poets. Elwood, the
Quaker, has told us, but we cannot believe him, that
he suggested to Milton the Paradise Regained!—
Harldly credible that, being the natural sequel and
complement of the Puradise Lost, it should not have
occurred to Milton. Pray, did the Quaker suggest
the treatment? 'T'o conceive that man was virtually
redeemed when Jesus had avouched, by proof, his
perfect obedience, was a view, we think, proper to
spring in a religious mind. It is remarkable, however,
certainly, that the Atoning Sacrifice, which in the
Paradise Lost is brought into the front of the Divine
rule and of the poem, in the Paradise Regained hardly
appears—if at all. In both you see the holy awe
with which Milton shuns describing the scenes of the
Passion.  Retween Adam and Michael, on that * top
of speculation’ the Visions end at the Deluge. The
Crucifixion falls amongst the recorded events, and is
told with few and sparing words. You must think
that the removal of the dread Crucifixion from the
action of the Paradise Regained recommended that
action to the poet—contradicting Warburton, who
blames him, as a poet, for not having chosen the more
stupendous action.  Milton thus obtained further a
perfect Greek simplicity of plan. The Crucifixion
has always seemed profaned when any modern poet
has dated to describe it.

The Samson Agonistes was, you know, Milton's last
work. How suitable, above all other subjects, to the
Hebrew soul within him! Their common blindness
—the simplicity of character that is proper to a strong
man—* the plain heroic magnitude of mind’—the
absolute dependence on God, that is to say, trustful
dependence brought out by blindness—the submis-
sion under the visiting hand of heaven provoked by
Samson’s own disobedience—God's especial selection
of him as his own, a dedicated Nazarite—his call to
be a national deliverer—All these combined to affect
his devout imagination; while one might almost think
that in the youthful Milton the same fancy had de-
lighted in the prowess and exploits of Samson which
rejoiced in the heroes of chivalrous fable.

LABOURS OF THE EARLY MISSIONARIES
IN AMERICA.
(From the British Magazine. )
[CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST.]

CONNECTICUT.

The following address to the Society from the clergy
assembled in annual convention, states some particu-
lars which are worth recording; but is now quoted to
shew that the clergy of New Eugland had more correct

“Rey. Sir,—The clergy of this and the neighbour-
ing government of Rhode Island, both missionaries fxnd
others, being now together at their annual convention,
beg leave to mention to the Society some few things
relative to these churches.  In general, the missiors
of these governments are in a laudable state, but we
are sorry to say that Christ Church, in Boston, is still
affected, and greatly suffers by the divisions that pre-
vail in it. The church at Cambridge, which has been
in an unsettled condition ever since Mr. Apthorp’s
resignation, is now happily supplied by the arrival of
the Rev. Mr. Sergeant.

“ At Taunton, Mr. Lion is labouring very diligently,
and not without good success, supported only with the
small encouragement of 30 sterling per annum and
his parsonage. His labours are likewise extended to
Bridgewater, the distance of ten miles, and sometimes
to Middleborough, about fifteen miles.

“The glebe of Taunton may be worth about 62
sterling per annum, and the people have lately built a
new and very decent parsonage-house, and in other
respects have faithfully exerted themselves towards
Mr. Lion’s support; we cannot therefore but hope the
Society will encourage their attachment, and his in-
dustry and usefulness by making some further provi-
sion for his maintenance. We understand by the Rev.
Mr. Bailey that the Society have agreed to establish a
mission upon Kennebec River, when the people can
find a suitable person to recommend for that purpose.

They conceive they have now found syuch.a one, and | brethren among;the:rest;
have accordingly recommended Mr. W. Wheeler, the |

bearer of this, who is well known to several of us, and
deservedly bears the character of a person of sound
principles and good morals, firmly attached to our
government and constitution, both in church and state,
and from whom we couceive the Society may promise
themselves a faithful and prudent missionary, if they
shall think proper to employ him.

il . It is, however, a great discourage-
ment to those who would offer themselves to the ser-
vice of these American churches that they are still
obliged to submit to the danger and expense of a
voyage of one thousand leagues long to qualify them-
selves for that service. Since the first settlement of
Christianity, so large a continent as this was never
known without a resident bishop. We flattered our-
selves that such an extensive territory as was hereto-
fore possessed, and hath since been added to the Bri-
tish dominions by the late war, would certainly have
been followed by some provision of this kind; but
especially the late popular tumults in these colonies,
we imagined, would have strongly pointed out the
necessity of such a step towards the uniting and
attaching the colonies to the mother country, and have
silenced every objection that could be raised against it.

“We are too remote and inconsiderable to approach
the throne, yet, could his Majesty hear the voice of so
distant a people, the request for American bishops
would appear to be the cry of many thousands of his
most faithful subjects. We do, however, think our-
selves happy in this, that the Society will omit no
favourable opportanity of representing the advantages
that may accrue to these colonies, to religion, and to
the British interests, by condescending to this our

| nation cannot prevail, what other arguments have we
reason to hope will 2"’

“I will only add, for the sake of the best of
churches,”’ says Dr. Johnson, 1769, “that, though I
am sensible nothing can be done as to providing an
American episcopate, in the present unhappy condition
of things, yet I do humbly hope and confide that the
venerable Society will never lose sight of that most
important object till it is accomplished, for, till then,
the church here must be so far from flourishing, that
she must dwindle and be contemptible in the eyes of
all the other denominations.”

[To BE coNTINUED.]

THE CLERGY AND LAITY.

(From Poole on the admission of lay members to the Synods
of the Church in Scotland. )

Every true Christian Church is a body of men as-

swept away together. The laity among the Arians
| were not excused because they left the Catholic faith

in company with their Bishops; nor were those of the

clergy who, in later days, cast off episcopal authority
| because of the clamours of the people, thus justified.
| God only can precisely judge of the degree of sin in
| parties thus situated; but, as a point of sound theory
| in religion and theology} the clergy are concerned in
| the errors of their flocks; the laity are involved in the
! heresies and schisms, and other ecclesiastical crimes
 of their Bishops and pastors.

This mutual responsibility of clergy and laity would
result even from the principles of a civil polity, of the
nature of which the Church, as a society, necessarily
partakes: but they follow still more manifestly among
the consequences of her spiritual union; and are
plainly stated in the sacred Scriptures, by the rules of
which the Church is ever to be judged. Surely no-
thing can be clearer than the words of St. Paul,—

sociated for religious purposes, and composed of two
distinct classes,—the clergy and the laity : the clergy
especially and divinely set apart for sacred offices: '
the laity exercising the duties, and receiving the priv-
ileges of religion, in the midst of temporal oc¢eupations |
and secular affairs.  But the clergy are thus set apart
not for their own benefit only, but for the benefit of
the Church in general, of their lay brethren among |
the rest; and the laity also are bound to employ their |
temporal opportunities not for themselves exclusively,
but for the Church in general,

and for their clerical |
They who minister at the |
altar, minister for those who partake of the altar ;
and this is one out of a thousand applications of the
general principles of communion, and of the recipro-
cal rights and privileges on which it is founded.

Compacted by these reciprocal duties and privileges,
but still more truly and effectually by ordinances and
sacraments, and by a Divine and mystical agency
which animates all with one spirit, and sanctifies all
with one grace, clergy and laity together form but one
body.  The clergy alone no more constitute the
Church, either in a spiritual, in an ecclesiastical, or
in a political sense, than do the laity alone ; and the
Church has no existence, no duties, no rights, no an-
thority, except as it is composed of both clergy and
laity. It is because they forget this that we continu-
ally hear persons speaking of the Church as if it were
only an hierarchy. If regulations of any kind are
proposed for the prosperity of the Church, they start
at the sound as if it meant the agrandizement of the
clergy : if the Church is said to be in danger, they
only think of the fall of mitres and the impoverishing
of benefices. The real truth is, that the Church's
privilege and authority belong to the whole body,
whoever may be their immediate recipients and ex-
ecutors; and whoever maintains them, whether he be
lay or clerical, maintains his own rights and his own
patrimony.

And the part of the laity in the Church is no more
purely political, than the part of the clergy is purely
spiritual.  Nothing could be less just than to deny to
the laity a spiritual character, although they are not
appointed to spiritnal offices. The Sacraments which
the ministers distribute, and the laity partake with
them, are spiritual; the one (that is Holy Baptism)

request.

“We bless God for the great and good effects of |
the Society’s care and attention to these colonies, and
hope it will please God that they may become instru-
mental in obtaining this further invaluable blessing of
resident bishops for America.

“We are, with great veneration, the Society’s duti-
ful and obedient, and, Rev. Sir, your most humble
servants,

Epwarp Bass.
Epwarp WinsLow.
S. FAYREWEATHER.
Jacos BaLey.
J. Wincare WEEks.
A. WALLER.
Jon~ Liox.

‘ Boston, June 7, 1767.”

The missionaries kept up for three-quarters of a
century their importunate demand for resident bishops;
and these appeals and remonstrances, though unavail-
ing for the time, may not be without their use for the
statesmen and churchmen of a country which is sti!

mistress of so many A SO
Tue iev. k. Dibblee writes thus, Oct. 1, 1767 :—

“We cannot but flatter ourselves that our superiors
will be made sensible of the importance and necessity
of settling an episcopate in America, in regard to the
interest of religion, the obliging their best friends, the
safety and security of the Government, when we have
so powerful and reputable a body as the venerable
board to solicit in our favour. God have mercy upon
us, if the provinces here should throw off their con=
nection, dependence, and subjection to the mother
country; for, how much soever they are divided in
religious sentiment among themselves, yet they can
unite heart and hand to oppose and check, if possible,
the growth and progress of our holy church, which,
like rising Christianity, springs up and flourishes, out
of their religious confusions; and extremely sorry,
indeed, we were to find the venerable board so reluc-
tant to establish any more new missions in and about
New England, in consequence of late clamours;
whereas I think it impossible the present missionaries
can supply the spiritual wants of the people.”

Another letter, dated the same year, from the Rev.
James Scovil, is too instructive to be omitted. He
says, July 6, 1767:—*The church people in my cure
appear to have a serious sense of religion, and a hearty
love and affection to our excellent church, which makes
them greatly lament the deplorable condition of the
church in these parts, for want of resident bishops, to
ordain, govern, and confirm those of our own commu-
nion. They who live in England, where the church
is rather triumphant, can have but a faint idea of its
truly militant state here in New England, where the
dissenters take occasion to insult and revile us, even
for want of that discipline which they so unjustly and
clamorously oppose. = Though they would be thought
the greatest friends to liberty, yet I doubt not they
would think it a great degree of oppression, and even
persecution, to be obliged themselves to go 3000 miles
for what they judged essential to the perfection of
their church, and I trust in God we are as conscien-
tious in the profession of the truth and adherence to
the most pure and primitive church in the world, as
they can be in- their errors. They have plentifully
reproached us with the hated name of Jacobites, per-
sons disaffected to the present royal family, of blessed
memory ; but when the stamp act brought our loyalty
to the test, I thank God the scale turned greatly in
our favour. While we sensibly feel all these disad-
vantages, it fills us with real grief and concern to find
the venerable Society declining to open any more mis-
sions in New England. ~ They, under God, by their
generous bounty and pious liberality, have been the
nursing fathers and chief supporters of the languishing
church in this land, for which unspeakable favour our
warmest sentiments of gratitude and duty will always
attend them; and we most humbly and earnestly beg
the continuance of their patronage and kind assistance,
so long as our circumstances continue upon all accounts
so truly pitiable.”

The Rev. Samuel Andrews, missionary at Walling-
ford, writes much in the same style, (Oct. 8, 1767).
“There appears,” he says, “ to be nothing wanting in
this country, in the present day, in order that our
church should flourish in every part of it, but resident
bishops and a proper support of government, towards

H. Cangr.

Jou~n UsnEr.
EBenr. Tuomrsox.
Wirr. M‘GircaRIST.
Joun TrourBECK.
W. SErGEANT.
James GreaTox.

originating, the other (that is the blessed Eucharist)
continuing a spiritual character in the recipients. The
minister offers up spiritual lauds and prayers for his
flock. Even external discipline has a spiritual ob-
ject, and would be both absurd and unjust, if exer-
cised over those who are not members of the Church
spiritual as well as visible. And finally and princi-
pally, the ever blessed Fountain and Stream of a true
spiritual character, without whom no external sacra-
ment or rite can be to any purpose, even the Holy
Ghost, is purchased by Christ for His whole Church;
and sent from Him and from the Father, not exclu-
sively upon any order of men, but upon all, from the |
highest order of the clergy to the least and lowest of
the laity who maintain their spiritual character As
the precious unguent poured upon Aaron's head,
flowed not only over his own beard, but even to the
skirts of his clothing; so does that spiritual stream of
a holy character, flow from the Head of the Church,
not on those only whose office is sacred, but on those

also whose character is sanctified : not only upon thos
...... “v part 1t 18 to govern, but on those also who mus

obey in spiritual things. And so it is that the mys-
tical temple of Christ “ groweth together in Christ,
which is the Head: from whom the whole body fitly
Joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body."”

And this is, indeed, the right clew to the interpre-
tation of those passages of Scripture in which all
Christ’s people are designated as priests, and which
have been perverted into an authority for the exercise
of clerical functions by the laity. It is the spiritual
character, not the spiritual office, of every Christian,
of which St. Peter speaks, when he says: “Ye also,
as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
Ppriesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices unto God by
Jesus Christ.””  And again: “ Ye are a chosen gene-
ration, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar peo-
ple.” 8o also when St. John says: “Unto him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God
the Father: to Him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever;” and when Moses declares of the Israel-
ites, as they typified the Christian Church: “ Ye shall
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation '
they convey an assurance to us not of the priestly
office, but of the spiritual character and privileges of
every member of the Church of Christ.

And it is as partaking in this spiritual character
with them that the laity share with the clergy in many
other things. They have the same privilege of the |
Christian altar, and for their children the same privi- |
lege of the Christian font: the promises of God to |
them are the same; and spiritual benefits, both pre- i
sent and future, clergy and laity share together: their
duties are almost all of them in common, varying prin-
cipally in the external manner in which they are to be
performed: and even when there is the most appa-
rent exclusion of the laity from the ceremonial, they
are by no means excluded from the authority which
sanctions the ceremonial. It would be most wicked
and presumptuous for a layman to take on himself the
ordination of another, or the consecration of the Eu-
charist; but it would be nothing short of heresy,
though a new heresy, to deny that the Bishop and the
priest perform these acts with that authority which is
vested in the Church, as a society of faithful men, lay
as well as clerical. It is in the name, not of the cler-
gy, but of the Church, that the Bishop confirms and
ordains; that the minister pronounces absolution and
a blessing; that discipline is enforced, and penitents
are restored: and in all these cases the minister is
the representative and instrument not of the clergy,
nor of his individual Bishop, but of the Church at
large. But it is not only in the authority and privi-
leges of the Church, but in its responsibility also, that
the laity are included. If a Church fall into heresy,
or error of doctrine, or of practice, though the hie-
rarchy may be the chief instigators and movers of such
error, yet the laity, still maintaining their communion,
are necessarily involved in their sin. And so, on the
other hand, if the laity fall into spiritual error, the
clergy also are responsible, and involved in the sin.
It mattered not whether it were the heresy of the
Nicolaitans, or the religious indifference of the body
of a Church which had left its first love : the candléx

““ Whether one member suffer, all the members suffer
with it, or one member be honoured, all the members
rejoice with it; now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular.”

Thus we see that, in matters purely spiritual, the
laity are very seriously responsible for the proceedings
of the Church as carried on, well or ill, by its ap-
pointed ministers. IHow greatly they are inferested
in the sawe matters, needs not to be proved at much
length; since the validity of the Sacraments, the
soundness of doctrine, the catholicity of fellowship
certainly concern them quite as neatly as the clergy
themselves. But so soon as we take into considera-
tion those matters in which the Church partakes of
the nature of a civil polity, we find the interest of the
laity in its regulations so much increased, that some-
times they are even more nearly concerned than the
clergy themselves. A single line of George Ilerbert
will illustrate these principles: he says—

“The Seriptures bid us fast—the Church says now.”
Here, in the scriptural part (the propriety and benefit
of fasting,) laity and clergy are concerned equally ;
but so soon as the Church exerts its authority in the
way of polity (to determine the time), the laity, upon

(From a Speech of the Bishop of Fredericton. )

The oceasion on which we are-met then is rendered
doubly pleasant inasmuch as it shows the principle of
expatsiveness that belongs to it, and the growing
power of our beloved Church. It shows that the time
has come; when; if T may express it, God wiil lengthen
her cords and strengthen her stakes. It shows that
whatever divisions may arise among us,~—and no man
can lament these more than I do,—there is within the
Church itself, a growing and fructifying power that
proves her sound at heart, and which could not be
manifested did this soundness and healthiness not
exist.  We all know that in a person about to die, the .
coldness is first perceived about the extremities, and
if therefore we find the extremities continue warin, we
indulge the hope that there is a power about the heart
sufficient to cause the vital organs to continue the per=
formance of their functions. So also when we find
the Church sending forth her missionaries to the dis«
tant colonies of the empire, and her Clergy and her:
Bishops giving to these their support, we may feel as- .
sured that God is also giving his blessing, and that in_
his good time and manner all will be found right at
last.  Of this I feel assured, that in going forth to a.
distant colony, unless we do this in the spirit of hope,
we may as well not go at all. With what advautage
should I go forth as a missionary of the Church, to a
distant land, if I were in despair of the Church at .
home? Of what use would it be for me to attempt
to carry out among colonists of New Brunswick the
liturgy of the Church: to express an affectionate zeal
for their welfare: to seek to multiply churches and
clergymen among theni; and to exhibit to them there
the Church in all its fulness and imposing grandeur, .
if I felt at the same time that there was decay in the
Church at home? * But I have no such feeling. = Iam,
confident that the more we exert ourselves to give to
those who are at a distance the Church in all its ful-
ness and efficiency, the more surely will this be returned
in blessings upon ourselves. I will now take the
liberty of stating before you what the actual position
in spiritual things of New Brunswick is. In doing

whose secular habits a religious exercise makes a

greater incursion, are by far the most concerned. The
same thing holds in every rule for the regulation of |
penance or commuvion, for the determining of the !
proper recipients of baptism, the ‘proper candidates |
for holy orders, and the like. And to go a step far-
ther; there are parts of the ecclesiastical polity which
are spiritual only by accident, and indirectly, soch as
the means used in collecting funds for charitable or
religious purposes, and for the carrying on of the go-
vernment of the Church; and in these the immediate
and direct interest of the laity is altogether paramount.
These, which are the true Church principles on the
subject of the clergy and the laity, will be sufficient to
answer the charge of priestcraft against those of the
clergy who enforce sound principles on this subject ;
and to make those of the laity who wish to act up to
the high principles which they profess, feel that as
Churchmen they possess a sacred character which

these from a state of spiritual destitution.

neither look to the right hand nor to the left, but pro- .
ceed simply to state that matters there having relation
to the Church are totally dissimilar from any thing we,
find in England.  The government, from whatever
cause,—for T know not, neither will I stop to enquire,~—
are, in the colonies, acting rather upon the numerical
principle,—giving assistance to various denominations
of Christians, but scarcely recognizing the Church as.
an Established Church, only allowing her to take hér
own position as she may be able by her own exertions
to attain it.  Whether this be right or wrong, [ repeat, .
I shall not stop to discuss, It is sufficient for me to
know that the fact is so, and foolish would it indeed .
be if we did not consider this in all its effects and
bearings, before entering on the subject of what ought
to be done for the colonies, with a view to relieving .

The dis-

this, however, I shall pass no censure on any, T shall .

must not be lightly compromised, and spiritaal priti-
leges which they may well think worth contending
for, against the low priociples of dissenters and quasi-

dissenters,"’

ALLEGIANCE TO THE CHURCH.

(A letter from Bishop Hobart to a Lady who had come to
the resolution of leaving our Communion. )

New York, March 19, 1813.

Mavam,—I have no doubt that you do not sup-
pose me ignorant of your disposition to leave our
Church, and to join the communion of another. I
have made some unsuccessful efforts to sce you, in
order to converse with you on this subject; and should
have persevered in my intention, if I had not sup-
posed that such an interview would not be agreeable
to you. Considering, however, my station in the
Church, and the relation which I bear to you as a
minister of the congregation to which you belong, 1
hope you will not deem it a violation of esteem and
respect, if I earnestly entreat you to review very se-
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first vows were made to God.vo'li’unnlx)f.iwl.n Whm? Al
sound in its dectrine, apostolic and valid in 'i'ts{ I'I)I‘I’lgfs}l
try; and primitive, pure and evangelical in its wor-
ship, can never be justifiable. I make no invidious
comparisons of our Church with others; but certain-
ly, whatever may be the imperfections of the preach-
ing of its ministers, its doctrines are sound and
seriptural, and its ministry apostolic; and it possesses
a blessing which caunot be too highly prized—a pure,
primitive and evangelical form of worship.  In*this
Church, providence has cast your lot. To leave it
because you think you derived more edification from
the preaching of others, believe me, Madam, can be
in no respect justifiable. Qur ccmmunion with the
Divine Head of the Church is to be kept up princi-
pally by a participation in the ordinances and the
worship of that Church, and not merely by attendance
on preaching.  If any person does not derive edifica-
tion from the service of our Church in every part of
which Jesus Christ and his merits and grace are set
forth as our only hope and strength, the fault must be
in himself, and not in the service of the Church or in
its ministers. But this plea of greater edification
from the preaching of others, makes the feelings of
each individual, and not his Jjudgement, the per-
formance of the minister, and not the nature of the
Church, the standard by which he determines with
what Church to commune. A Church may be very
unsound and erroneous in its doctrine, the constitu-
tion of its ministry, and the mode of its worship; and
vet if’ a person thinks he is edified by the preaching
of a minister of that Church, according to this plea of
edification, he is justifiable in joining it. This same
plea of edification may, therefore, lead a person to
attach himself to any Church in which his feelings
happen to be interested. I have known it urged as a
reason for joining the Roman Catholic Church.

Let me then, earnestly and respectfully ask yon,
Madam, if you are able to prove that the Chureh
in which providence has placed you, is unseriptu-
ral in doctrine—that its ministry is not valid—or
that its mode of worship is not primitive and evange-
lical?  Unless you are satisfied that this is the case,
believe me—and pardon my plainness—in leaving
that Church, you will discover to the world, a changea-
bleness which will cause your “good to be evil spoken
of,” and you will he guilty of the sin of schism, which,
however it may be considered by the world, an in-
spired apostle considered as a “deadly sin.”” And,
Madam, let me also respectfully remind you, that
even if you were justifiable in leaving our Church, you
would not be corfect in joining any other, until you
had read its confession of faith—and ascertained that
all its doctrines, as well as its ministry, and mode of
worship, were scriptural, apostolic, and primitive. I
have thus endeavoured to discharge my conscience of
the guilt which, I conceive, will be incurred in forsa-
king the communion of the Church; ana believe me,
that all my remarks have been directed by sincere es-
teem and respect for you. On this subject, you and
I will both have to render an account to our Master
in Heaven, To His grace and blessing I recommend
you. I remain, very sincerely,

Your friend and brother,
J. B B

advantages of a state of things such as this are obvious,
and therefore, I need not dwell upon them for a mo-
ment on the other side, and consider the way in which
the Bishop of a colonial charch is affected by them.—
It leads him at the outset to look not so much to his
connection with the State, as to the spiritual power .
and authority given him by the Lord Jesus. It leads
him to look far above the favour of princes and of,
monarchs, and strengthening the ties that bind him to
his flock, causes him to feel ﬁiat the more he can unite
the several orders of these together, the more will his
Church flourish, and that whatever carthly princes
may sinile or frown, he will still be enabled to carry,
out the Gospel of Christ, in all its fulness and Apos-%
tolic purity, and to make his Jerusalem a praise and a
glory in the earth. :

I again say that in these remarks I cast no censure
on any. T do not do this either as regards the State,
or individuals, and I beg of you that on this poiut I
may be distinetly understood. T merely say this, that
we cannot shut our eyes to, indeed should be wrong,
did we endeavour to shut our eyes to the fact, that no'
distinetion is made between truth and error, and when
too it appears to be openly professed that the State
cannot have a conscience, Then indeed it is that the
Church must be taught more and more to rely on its
resources, and the people of England must be plainly

h"ége'nh&‘ lcnh'esggs and_proper support of the Cl::lrch

are in the colony of New Brunswick “eiglity-seven
parishes, and there are forty-seven Churches and thirty
Clergymen.  Thus a single Clergyman has often the
charge of two or three Churches,—these too at great.
distances from each other, and it does sometimes hap-
pen that one Clergyman has charge of a district of 120
miles in extent. Thus many parishes are left without
the ordinances of religion, as far as regards these being
ministered in a right way according to our opinions of
the Church of England, or in such a manner as is most
conducive to the purity and spread of the Gospel. I
mention these things that you may see what is neces-
sary to be done, and I trust, if God's blessing shall
attend me, I may yet live to see the day when the
same result shall follow, which gladdened the heart of '
my right reverend friend Bishop Coleridge in his own
Diocese at Barbadoes,—when the clergy of New
Brunswick shall be doubled,—nay trebled, as these
ought to be at once in that country, to ensure even an
approach to efficient pastoral superintendence. [ Bishop
Medley now, in his own name and on behalf of New
Brunswick, thanked Bishop Coleridge for the most
touching and affectionate appeal he had made in their
behalf; and spoke of the pleasing recollection he
should ever bave of the time of meeting him in that
place, in company too with one whoin but lately he
had been accustomed to look up to as his spiritual
father in Christ. ' He then proceeded further to speak
of the wants of New Brunswick.] It wanted men,—
not the refuse of England, and those who cannot be
employed at home, but the best blood of England it
is that is wanted there. There is also wanted in that’
country efficient men for the Ministry,—not those
who cannot pass the examination. before their Bishop
in England, but men zealous in their calling, and

| anxious for the promotion of the Holy Communion to

which they belong. Bishop Medley next spoke of the
population of New Brunswick, now amounting to
150,000 souls, and this number continually increasing. -
And proceeding further to speak of New Brunswick,
and the state and wants of the Church there, he con-
cluded his address by taking an affectionate leave of
the kind friends who were assembled there.  He could
not, he said, but recollect that life is shart and uncer-
tain, and chequered as his had been with sickness and
with sorrow, it might be God's will that he was taking
leave of them for the last time. Bat however this
might be,—wherever he might journey, or whatever
came, while life remained in him, he should never for-
get that day.

UNITY OF THE CHURCH.
(From the New York Churchman. )

The question of union is demanding an answer.—
It is forcing itself upon the minds of the thoughtful
and the sober every where. In every sect, in every-
city, in every village, the learned and the unlearned
are asking themselves, “Is this the true state of
Christianity—this pitiful sect-struggle—this misera=
ble sect partition ? or should we all be one?’ Aund

whatsoever evasions or mock answers men have hith-
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