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THEY RECEIVED THE'WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE 80.—Acts xvn. 11.
- e . 0 . . . . . s g »— T : i * ‘1’ R
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- REPLY TO THE MIS-
. SIONARY, :
(See last number of the Berean.)
, » - dunger [ might not share, »
jk':(il;-:'w \;-i(hglhec “that Leould not beart -
Nor perils uround 1ne, nor griefs from above,’
Can rival ‘the might of deathless love ; ‘
[a the floed, in'the flame, no terrors I sce
[ go for my Lord, nud I go with theo’t

THE BRIDE

In p;mopl)' arm’d, to the world unknown,

we'll brave the conflict, unud i_mut.ch'lhy crown ;

Hope: be vur unchor, the veil within, .

And our bliss the souls that for Christ wo win !

1 hear his voies 0'er the distant sen, :

And [ come to tho help of the mightv with thee!
From Sacred Poetry, Necond Series,
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COINCIDENCE OF IRVINGISM WITH

iﬁ

] TRACTARIANISM,.
A Review from the Dublin Christian Ezaminer.
Alstract Principles of Revealed Religion. Iy
Henry Drummond, Esq.  London. Juhn
Murray. 1845.
tYuex the legislature, which was bound to
rotect, used the trust to rol.), when, not con-
tent with robbing, it exercised an arbitrary
ower, and entering on the very spiritualities

one fell swoop ten of her hishoprics were
crushed, when blow after blow was aealt at
{hat establishment by those who obtained the
power to injure, in virtue of solemin engage-
ments to protect, the consequences were falt
not only or chiefly by the individuals robbed,
or the particular instilutions crushed : the
sensation extended itself of necessity to-all
the membess of that united church, yea, to
“all who professed the faith which that church
was commissioned to uphold. When the
wave strikes the bow of the storm-tossed ves-

. of ease and indulgence: will find ‘it difficult

sel, lenrs away her bulwarks, and sweeps
some of her gallant-crew into the deep, not
. only does the ship quiverfrom stem to stern
while every plunk groans under the blow in-
flicted on one 3 but the passenger who had
been reposing comforiably in his” berth is ue-
cessarily roused to sensibility and to’ fear, if
not for others, for himself. It was his to ' lie
at ease while others were struggling with the

tempest, faint with fatizue: and  hunger,
whife thair dripping garments chilled rather

than sheltered their almost benumbed  limbs ;
but should an- hour of deeper trial come,
should the gailant vessel fai{, and each be
“feft to- his individual ‘energies, the -picture
wiltbeawfully ieversed, and the poor child

=i indeed tolearn to strip, to strugple, to- suffer

like:the hardy sons of the: ocean. . The spo-
- Tiation of the Irish Church’was accomplished;
nat by thie‘enmity of Papervyar truckling . of
' Vhiggfc‘r%' ; buL by the. indifference : (may we
“not'say the-cruelindifference) of the ‘English
< Charch hersell. 2 This is frankly avowed: by
" ne léss an anthority- than e Quarterly Re-
article < A es

ST The eonsequences o' the Trish branch, with:
“some slight-exceptions which we must here~

" after notice, were such g might be “expected
~even . from - natural  capses,- looking': at. the’
-betler feelings which.still are: found in fullen
| man, S Lo . i

“ And ay a child. when scaring sounds molest,

Clings close and: rloser Lo his mother's breast;

So the joud torrent and the whirlwind*s roar,

Bat bind hiu to his nrtive mountains more.”

" But there was found in that stricken body
something more than the mere impulse of ywe-
nerous and high-minded devotedness; there
was a something which was not of the flesh,
orof the world 3 there way that faith which
enabled an - apostle o tread the wave ason a
‘marhle pavement, or (o utter the cry, the
sure precursor of “safety, ¢ Lord save or |
perish 3 that love which when one member
suffers' makes all the members suffer- with' it,
binding them togetherinonc'us the body of
the one Christ. The result, therefore, to this
branch of the church "we may safely affirm
has been not merely to'quicken their destres
for their Master’s appéaring, lo warm ' their
zealy to eall forth “their energies, to deepen
their spirituality, but to lead {o ‘a fuller un-
derstanding and juster ‘appreciation of, ‘nnd
more simple and devoted  affection to the
forms, “orilifiances, and constitution of that
_ch_urqi:_wh_ich they see to be trodden under
foot ofmen, even in proportion as it is owned
of God'in’ the ¢alling and building up of those
who shall lie. hieirs.of salvation,  But to her
who looked on’ and $wmiled while her sister
suflered, the Yeaction was fearful. Alins, it
Is lrue, “were ‘liberally “shoivered when -the
servailsof thal sister came hefore” her in
Sorma pawperis, but had the English Church
mede common cquse wilh “us,’ hud they re-
1#isted the wrang lo us. with half the energy
2xlibied jnvesteting the ingreased. grant to
Maynooth, tha $ heavy Mow anil deep dis~
“Conragement?? never.could have been inflict-
ed, . But what ‘wos dha: result: fo her? Let
those’ who ‘have dewe ‘har, far more injury.
than.the. Gl of all har cathedrals and all” her
-Palaces conld. inflict,.answer :for - thrmselves.
#r\We doanol bielieve: that:'Tractarianism  as
-existing in the: minds; of “its, originntars -was
the;result of any thing like'n. deep anid well
Q'Kesled\p]un' d gnl«,\vel'ﬁrmlyz helieve that the
5'?9“.!‘,,:\vllic|\ public opinion. received  in. the,
Areatmantof the:, Iriphibranch of: the ~chure
-gve-the:opportanjty so readily and so wisely:
seized, for sefiding. ont their poison §'so that
Tractarinnism (not-in:ils:arigin bul.in.its iex-
‘ [‘!}!SJQn‘_i_n the Bngiish:branch,); is - the s repult;
'O,f:,‘.'lq'_\iil,j:\qr;qa;gml_ insujts, heaped.upon ithe;
' Bud “apart ; from
rom’ the

of the Irish branch of the united church, at:

; allyand more than all ‘the:

The  gilted Edward Irving, after having
brought belore. the church trath after truth
which had been overlooked orneglected, in-
toxicated with success and -flattery, began ta
lose - all spiritaal discernment, and, ulterly
confounding truth and falsehood, sought only
lo bring forward what was novel and excit-
ing.. He had, in the climax of his popu-
larity, brought forward what at the time ap-
peared to us very unsound propositions re-
garding the divine nature of Christ, propo-
sitions which, so far as our observation ex-
tended, passed without censure ; and Ire next
proceeded, doubtless expecting equal impu-
nity, to announce doctrines equally erroncous
anil more startling respecting his ™ humanity,
He was brought before the tribunal of the
Church of Scotland, to which, though exer-
cising his ministry in kEngland, he belonged,
and was formally deposedand driven from the
chapel he had rendered so celebrated ; and
from this moment his downward carcer (we
will not say commenced, bul) progressed
with railroad speed. ‘The heresy was to be
attested by supernatural  voices, and the
voices were to be interpreted to suit the ex-
tigeney of the case, miracles were fto be
 wrought and they did not succeed, (which
was generally the case, for they were fan-
tatics, not impostors, and therefore conld ypro-
duce no extaticas or addoloratas,) therefore,
the nature of iniracles must be explained
away to hring the bungling quackery under
the desired classifieation.

Then it was discovered that miracles were
not wrought because the church was not duly
constituted, and apostles, masters, evange-
lists, pillars, prophets, and prophetesses, were
called into being, 10 shadow forth the taber-
nacle, and restore the simplicity of primitive
Christianity ! These ordinances were de-
vised as a means to an end, to nlace the
chureh in such a position that miracles might
be restored to it but that end appearing as
remote as ever, it was necessary: to direct at-
tention from the end to the meuns, and there-
fore to magnify the ordinances, and to make
them the important object.  Irving had done
good service in directing atiention to the
character. of the chureh, as developed in
Scripture, and it was his misfortune to dwell
on every truth he contemplated, till he mag-
nified or perverted it into error; so that the
character of the church and her: ordinances
seems to have become, after a'time, the es-
sential difference of the sect which bears his
name.  ‘This sect was just in the-most' exeit-

of our history to which we have referred; and

but that so few-were, even for a-time, drawn.
away, when to the.di
heart-broken labou

of ‘fire to convey him U

ghithe=ai
magnifie

the's

\Tol

a

an‘griental sporlsman,

cithe

placed
“while:

rend:of ‘the: wead lie “beat- the
the right:might fall'into; the one; and’ those
whao “turned to the left, into the other.” For
the intellectual, the specilative, the inquir-
ing, was prepared Trvingising with “all” her
mystic tites and hourly developing - ordi-
nances—her profound investigations and
shadowing inspirations—her hizh seunding
names and glowing hopes~-her views of real
and substantial grandeur, which gave an ap-
pearance of truth to the whole ; while for the
vain, the shallow, and the self-conceited,
Dashyism offered allurements as allractive
as Jrvingism offercd to those of nobler mould.
Ta one was offered “the fery chariot, the
apostolic ofiice, the tongne of power, and the
eye of vision, instead of trudying through' the
hogs of Connemara. To angther it was found
not less delightful to exchange the practice
of sell-denial in the unpitied Jesolation of a

jalace.  Lach see! obtained her votavies;
Lut to some minds mediocrity seems vssential,
while.to others itisimpossible.  The one seet
has been searcely able to invent a passable
heresy Lo give them, a characteristic feature,
while the others have rshed from point to
point of error, till they seem, thotigh holding
some truths tenaciously, and expressing them
with a largeness of view which only mighty
minds are capable of, to have made shipwreck
concerning the very first principles of the
faith,  While we mourn we woider, and
behold them scarcely ; :

“ Less than archangel ruined,”

In order to understand the peculiar charac-
ter of [rvingisin as it now ‘presents itseif to
our view, we must call to mind the circum-
stances in.which the founder stood .in the
latter years-of hislife.  He ‘had been {rom
the beginming of his career the:-supporter of

sectarian denacity to the, Presbyterianism-of
his native land, but maintaining them on the

Aestimony - for the truthi . When, therefore,
‘he found hitnself reluctantly . placed: in . the
‘position of u schismatic; he could. not, with=
out doing vinlence.to bis own-long . cherished
feelings, take, the:ordinary ground of- dissent,

ifiand represent bis own little comunity. as a
‘separated few, who - differed “on’ some- small.
[ ground of faith or. practice from: these. who

‘hold the great truths of the' Gospel, in: com-
fmon. -t was necessary. that:heishould: jus-

‘ehureh which ‘had ejected -him, “und’ that,

eject,many of his.followersyas having

taking <advaniage.- of the s common. Zerror,

which,dn defiunge . ol plain

|

ing point of its'exciting progress at theiperiod,

the wonder.is nol thatse many of.our younger:
brethren were “atlracted. by ils pretensions,:

ithe | gen

‘Lhave

bushes;'so that'the! fugitives whoe turied to:

remote parish,  for talking  of”self-denial !
arognd the glowing hearth of an uncurpeted |

national, establishments, not clinging ~with:

broad.and . grand  principles of -the .national,

siyme a>grander; position, and denounce - the:

‘which had approved.of his ejection, wnil.:ilid,
joet, fallen,
om, dheir high',and holy s standing, - ands
ithereforg; Wring ima state.of - upostacy; and.

-Scriplure, .de-

scribes Babylon as a religions system, instead
of a local cliureh, he represented all Chris-
tendom as Babylon, one national . church
ditfering from another only as the. streets of
the same eity ; while he stoad forth as Elijah,
a rejected witness against their abominations,
We have:seen too that, partly in the natural
progress of fanaticism, partly to support his
pretensions, he had called ot a spirit of . pro-
hecy, which, if admitted to be any thing
wut fanatical and diabolical, must be infallible.
This vvent his master-mind - found. it impos-
sible either to resist or regulate ; so like a
charioteer who has utterly lost the commnand
of his horses, he was obliged to let them
choose their own road and pace, content to
guard them agoinst such collisions as would
be fatal, in the hope of regaining his power
when their spirits were exhausted,  With
the same pleasure with which such -a_driver
would see his horses dash towards a wide and
open common, must he have found  his' pro-
phets enter on the arrangements of the ex-
ternals of church regulations ; to-day requir-
ing the appointment of aposties, to-morrow of
elders, then evangelists, then pillags, till af-
most the whole of his male, and the more
excitable of his female followers had been
placed in offices, which while they gave
them a certain employment, restricted them
from all extra official effurts.  What might
have been the result had he survived this
ebullition of excitement, it were vain to in-
quire ; but just at the moment when. the eyes
of his flocks, apustles, elders, pillars, pro-
phets, and all were directed to the visible,
the master spivit was taken away ! He who
had gaincd a name and place among the
thousands of Lsrael, and gathered around. him
admiring (alas! too admiring) maltitudes, by
the fulness with whieh he  preached a cru-
cified Saviour—who had mingled the warmnth
and freshness with which our clergy, when
tanght of God, announce ‘the Gospel, with
the more: systematic theology of the Szoltish
Church—who runging aver the wide fields of
divinity, and presenting speculations some-
times Just as they were magnificent, some-
times false and dangerous, always. returned
to give unfeignad praiseto the Lamb of God,
and to lay every power, as well as’ every
cmotion at the font of the cross; he expired
just when bis people had been led by him to
confemplate ovders and buildings, and names

have depaited further from the faith than the
Galatians of “old ; for’ surely -something
strongerthan the words, ¢ 1 am afraid of you,”
will be extracted from every follower ;of the
Lord Jesus who readsthe book whose name
slands'at the heal of : this arlicle, "or ‘even
ireads the extracts we are.about to present.’
TrDenmmond; the” author “of ithis. book,
Mgz talents;his® station;: higwealthy and
erasityyearlvidcquired’ a shight standing
among this péopld y'heing, we believe, for we

15, thei only.

apostlesand chiefof-th
, [1 as a prophet; 3
principal ofthe” praphetesses. = Those ‘who
from these absund awd presumpliive designa-
‘tions expect tu find u jumble of wild fanati-
cism will be much-disappointed ; -fanaticism,
excilement, enthnsiasin, have all past” away ;
the sober reality of a grave “denial of the
trath remains, a denial rendered the more
pointed and pewerful by the auther’s fami-
liarity with the subject. so that he is notlike
many opsonents combuting the  wind, or
dealing his blows at his own shadow. e
knows whom he oppeses, and with all the
powers of an enlarged and higlily cultivated
mind, wars arainst the fuith once Jefivered
to the saints, :
o To be continued.

“head-of-the

SUFFICIENCY OF THE:SCRIPTURES.
[t may he said, that the New Téstament
refers only to the beginnings of the Gospel:

that'the new converts received, indeed, 7«

a’uyumé‘rmrcx Ti¢ maddac Tov Xewtou,
~—sach truths as were most indispeasable, and
witliout which they conld not have been
Chvistians at ally but that the 'full develop-
ment of the system of Christianity * was re-
served for a tatér season ; that the Scriptures
themselvesimply this, inasmuch as, in the
episile fo the Ilebrews, 'a distinclion is ex-
pressly drawn hotween the first principles of
the doctrine of Christ and the going on unto
perfection, amd the writer of that epistle com-
plains . that they  whom he was addressing
were not yet fit-for this more ‘perfect truth.
That in this manner. the  doctrine: of: the
Christian priesthood-and of the mystic virtue
of-the sacraments is' not, indeed, fully de-
veloped 1 the New. Tostament, but' was
tuught by the Apostles at - the very: close of
their coveer, and received by the . Chureh as
their last and most perfect instruction, which’
wis to “coumplete the revelation of -Christi-
anity, 1 SR

It has pleased God that of the peculiar teach-

shoulit: know nothing 5 ‘we - cannot say with
certainly what they taught individually at anv
period of their-lives, But we can ‘say pos-
itively that the. latest teaching of - St. Paul,
St.5Petery and ' St. Johu, contaived in’ it no
more perfect revelation® concerning the: priest-
wod amd the sacraments-than they had- made
known dl the-beginning of - the zospel. St
Paul’s-second- e pistleito - Timothy must surely
be considered: as containing  his lalestivigws
of Chrigtianity ; “and: as: being nddresged to
otie who.was himsell a teachieryit musthavy

egoterical to. bei communicated “to Timothyy
But:- hisxlatest - epistle, amidst many diffur-
ences of :expression frony his earlier writings,
snch as:the. lapse of “years hrings Lo’ alFmen;
contain.. in:substance the ‘vory same vieiy of

and forins, leaving, his name. to those who’

.| =do his” epistles, written-ievid

2 ¥rthe
eing |
‘ ‘ : y|l|aar$,-
Jwhile his Tady fwas:the

ing of  the great majority of tha Apostles we.

contained thosesviews: fully 3t “eannot ‘he!
pretended that Sto Paul had -any. dactrine tho

Hebraws, where he fpes

Christianity whieh we'find in the epistles (o
the Thessafonians. -~ Paul’s -gospel is still
Christ’s resurrection, ~God’s free salvation,
Christ’s coming to judgment. He is still us
averse as ever to strifes about words; hé
warns Timothy  that the time will. come
when Christiuns shall -turn away their ears
from the trut! ;and shad! be turned unto fables.
He refers him to his ;u-t doctrine ever since
Timothy first knew him, not as to an imper:

perfection. . So- far, then, was the,_pgrfgglion‘
of Christian doctrine from- consisting in the
belief in a -homan priesthood, and"in the
mystic virtue of outward. ordinances, thal it
was the very opposite of this, ‘and consisted:
in clearly . understanding’ that Christ’s ‘death
and resurrection had rendered. all priesthoods, -
sacrifices,” and ceremonirs, -for the time to
come, unimportant. * It ‘was because this per-
feclion was nol generally attained to, because
the minds of su many Christians could not

fect system, to which he' was now going to
add some great truth hitherto suppressed, but
as that very system which 'he earnestly
wished to save from corruption and interpo-
Tation. This was Paul’s Janguage at a period
when he declares that he lad finished his
course on earth, and had only to enter into his
reward. ‘

As we learn St. Paul’s latest sentiments
from his second epistle to Timothy,so we learn
those of St. Peter from his second epistle ge-
neral.  He too speaks of himself in that
epistle as leaving to the church his dying
admonition, as tellinyg them the things which
they might have always in remembrance after
‘he was gone.  Does this epistle contain that
great docirine of the priesthood and sacra-
ments which, when bhe wrote his first epistle,
the  Church was too weak to bear?  Tn that
first epistle, having used the expression ¢ that
baptisin saved Christiaus,’ he hastens at once
to explain his meaning, lestany should un-
derstand him superstitiously 3 and says that
he does not mean by baptisn’®s saving us,
that the lodily washing with water saves;
but the answer of @ good conscience towards
God, when men in repentance and faith were
admitted into the feilowship of Clrist’s re-
demption,  His explanation is  clearly in-
tended to draw off our attention from the
outward tite to-the mnoral state of the person
receiving it @ it was the repentance and faith
of the petson baptized, whichy through God’s
merey in Christ, suved him  and not the out-
wird rite of hinmersion in water.  Now no-
thinz is to be found in the.second epistle
which in any derree qualifies this: every
word of his latest charge’ turns upon moral
points ; upon growth in all Christian graces,
on improving to the utinost their knowledge
of Christ. - He speaks, indeed, of some who
would soon introduce grievous heresies and
corruptions of Christianity ; but for himself
he has nothing to add o his former teaching ;
hesis only anxions that itshould be remem-
bered, and practically turned to account.
““Lastly, Christ’s beloved ‘disciple 5:he who
lived so. long that some of  the - brethren
supposed -that he was never to die. atall;

first “age of the : Church: with ithe second ¢
evidently - Jate"in
hislife,~<does  liis revelation; . which' 50 em-
phatically :liears the' character of afinal .e-
claration® of " God’s ‘wili;=—contain’ this sup=.
posed perfect “doctrine’of :the priesthood and
e sacraments'? 4 Notione:'word: of e :

and kaew all thinesy 'to’ the.
Churdho sty with nio distigction of priest
iew. commandment, hut the same which the
Chiurch had receiveid from the beginning : his
gospel s Paul’s. wospel also; God®s infinite
love in. Christ,” Christ dying for us ; faith
warking by love’; holiness being the mark
of God's pronle ; sin the mark of false breth-
ren, Ot priestheods, of oene body of men
ministering arace to the rest throngh certain
ontward rites which, unless administered by
them, lose their edizacy, St. Jeln, like St
Peter and Kt Paul, says nothing.  Some-
thing. .indeed, he does say of the spirit of
priesteraft, in order to comdemn it 3 there was
one Diotrephes whe leved to exercise au-
thovity and to cast out of the Church those
of God’s people who were strangers o his
particular portion of it ; and reproved those
who knew hetter the largeness of Chiristian
Charity. But Diotrephes, the true prototype
of priestty and fanatical’ presuniption, is
condemned by Christ’s: beloved \postle, as
praling against him with malicions - words ;
as disobeving by his higotry.: the authority of
the loving apostles of Christ Jesus, :
The latest wiritings, then, of these three
great  Apostles—Paul; Peter, and. John,—
cantain wo traces of any other or more mys-
terious doctrines than they had received from
onr Lord and taugh! to their first converts at’
the heginning of the gospel. "And the ex-
pressions already alluded to in the epistle to
the Hebrews, like the whole of that epistle,
are, in fact, direetly opposed to the notion
of a more mystical ‘Christianity, which was
to be the reward of a due improvement of
the first principles of Christian’ kuowledge’
already commumcated.  The ¢ perfection®
of which the writer speaks as opposed to the
principles. or the "elementary - doctrine of
Christy is an niderstanding that the law, its
priesthood, and its sacrifices  were no longer
nécessary, inasmuch as Christ, by his eternal
priesthood and one” sucrifice, had done effec-
tually that work which'they could but ty-
pically foreshadow. 1t 'is well’ known that
the “Jewish = Christians still’ observed .the

this, nat only to. avoil ‘unnecessary offence
to ‘the inbelieving Jews, but" also because
St. - Pauil,” however, “and’~those who™ fol-
ohservance of the™ law “was véry ‘apt to”be

spiritual> point "ol view)‘and " (herefore they
tepresent the full krown Christian as one who

monies;*andwho places his ‘whole .reliance
upon:Christ; - ¢ Let ‘us, as‘manyas are per-

ghurminde’d 2 wligre? hisvmeaniog: 18 “ex-
actly the same 'with'that'of the epistie ta-the
ks g oh

he who.ii'an especial ‘manner ‘conneets' the:

and Hlayman, St John's” épistle contains o

ceremonial law; and the Apostles sanctioned
the “eanverts “themselves wonld ‘have heén
shocked “at the notion ~of renouncing t.’
lowed " him, were, “well “aware ' that: this’

woupled with a_belief of its necessity ‘in "
feels thy uniniportances 'sfi 41l - Jewish cere-:
foct, . says-St. Paul lo the:Philippians, - ¢ be"

‘of going on -unly

embrace principles so pure, that the doctrine
of the priesthood and the sacrements gra-
dually made its way into the church, as the
natiral successor of Judauism. . For when the
Jewish temple and sacrifices were destroyed,
those Christians who had till - then regarded
them as importaat parts of Christienily, were
naturally led to sobstitute another priesthood
and another sacrilice of the same soit in the
place of those which they had lo:t : and as
they had joined the Levitical priesthood with
that of Christ, and the daily sacrifices of
the law with his sacrifice, so afterwards,
in the same spirit, they made a new priest-
hood out of the Christian ministry, and a new
sacrifice out of the communion of the Lord’s
Supper.

It may be safely said, thal whatever we
find in the New Testainent, as to a gradual
communication of Christian truth, relates to
this one peint : that the disciples were to be
led on gently to a full sense of thé unimpor-
tance of the ceremonies of the Jewish law,
Christianity was given complete, as to its own
truths, fiom the beginning of the gespel
but the atsolute sufficiency of these truths,
and the neediessness of any other system as
joined with them, was to he learned only by
derrees: and,unhappily, it never was learnad
fully. The pertection of which the epistle to
the Hebrews speaks as not having heen yet
reached by those to whow the author was
writing, was, hy the great nass of the Church,
never reached at all.  The errors of the
Judaizers continued, and assumed a shape fer
more mischievous ; because the Judaism of
the succession-priesthood, and the sacrifice
of the communion, did not, like the older
Judaism, simply exist by the side of pure
Christianity, but incorporated itself with
Christianity, and destroyed Christian truths
to snbstitute in the place of them its.own
falsehood.— The Rev. Thomas Arnold, D. D.,
Head Muster of Rugby School. R

.. GOD’S:PROVIDENCE. o
Here [ [in"an "extract  preceding; from. Dy,
[ Thomas Brown.] we see 1t is {aken for grantéd.
that the existence of general laws is contradic-
tory ta the supposition of the existence of a par-"
ticular providence ;- in ‘other “words,-that, by -
establishing what is called the coutse of nature;
God: iecessarily, binds: himself: from: ¢
| instance of particular inlerference; in,
ing :their operation,.or regulating t

heir dire
But there, is

d- case 'no

0.5aY, R LLREA, ALRLE 1S
"but that the: three: Israclites, in':the  furnace,
intensely. heated, were not hurneéd 2 God may .
I establish genieralilaws; and interrupi them!'at
his plessure, But a particular providence does’
not - suppose - miracle, ¢ The great glory of
the goyernment of God is, that he perfotms hia
providentidl purposes through the very ‘opera-
tion of his  general laws: How many houses
fell on the might of the late storm, and how few
versons comparatively were killad?  That
eam fell right over the head -of that person,
but it fell s0 as to constitute an arch over him
for his protection, and not for his destruction.
‘The chimney fell and crushed - the floor over
that bed, but the person who usually slept in it
was absent, or had left it a few moments
before the fall. The wonders of Piovidence
are usually performed in perfect accordance
with the laws of nature.  "The philosopher tells
us that we cannot think of & combination of
both these advantages. © We can both think of
them and point to ten theusand examples that
display'the combination.. But our conceptions’
ate not the test of possibility with God. That
which we cannot conceive may be quite pos-
sible to the Almighty, All-wise Jehovah.. It
is not quite enougtfx that the thing is not seen to
be necessarily impossible. * If it is not neces-
sarily impossible, 1t may be true, and, if the
‘Scriptures assert it, must be true.. The storm
of the seventh of. January may have happened.
according to the operation of general laws, but
it is no less on that account to be believed in
‘as a work of a particular providence.  Not-
a being perished on that morning, or was pre-
served in the midst of  danger, but by the par-
ticular providence of Ged. A gloomy world
it would be, indeed, if God governed by laws
which he could not at any” moment regulate. -
The God of the philosopher is uot God, He'
sits bound on his throne, and looks on the wild
confusion created. by the operation of his wen-
eral laws, and cannot interfere, " It is vain to
‘Ln'ay to him. : He can do neither good nos evil, .
ut according to the course of nature.” [s this-,
the God of creation? ' Is.this the Governor of
the universe'? "N, thisis not the God of crea-
| tion and .of - providence, more than he is the
God of 'the Bible. 'This i¢ Jupiter bound by
the hundred-handed Briareus, - EERE
! . But'if the Ruler of the.wotld is. to ' he .re-.
strained ; from . interfering . with " his. general ;.
laws, to effect his particular purposes, which”
[ maintain is. not- a’ philoso"p‘xic truth; mote:
than it. is a- scriptural “oue,: still, could. ot

have ustablished; stel, general Jaws dbato
degree of “misery-could :have had exisience-?
The existence of :any degree of misery.is.not :
the _necessaty consequence:of. general tlaws,.
If general, laws could haves produged : univer-
sa). happiness, - there - must’‘have. heen:”
deficiency. either of:wisdom’ of of “power.
God:is to ‘be ‘excluded. from the particnlat’
governtiient “of ‘the:world, asimuch as the:

gods of Epicurus, still" the queation’: nivet ba.

almighty - power;..giided . by perfect wisdom,;,




