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TRUOUTH:

Tna small wiay nothmy can be more
{rying than the patronizing chatter of an
jgnorant, pretenttous woman. It sets
ono's teeth on edge, and gomchow or
other while it is irvitating 13 depressing
at the same time,  Under ats torture one
is tempted to think of swede as s possi-
ble vefuge, and then agun {more mdig-
nant emotions come  to the rescue, and
jnstead of suicide, there are grave specu-
Iations as to the fact that m certan en-
cumstances killing is no murder.  The
chatter of some women 18 positively de-
Jightful. 1t may be very small talk, but
aftes all it is nice, and the most wmveter-
ate grumpy cannot possibly get angry at
it. DBut when there is chatter and not
the slighest approach to  sprightliness
when there isa continual dropping and
yet nothing said that is worth listening
to. Oh then comes m the misery ! What
it is «ll about, no hhunan being can make
cut.  Sho speaks on all subjeets, not he-
cause she has anything to say, but simply
because she thinks it right to be gabbling.
In a ncighbowr's house she criticises and
spplands everything.  Tlns and that and
the other thingas **so mce.”  The butter
at table, and the bread are ** just Jovely.”
A receipt for the manufacture of that
¢ hash " must be had. Tt is just ** posi-
fively delightful.”  Even the book-case
and the chairs don’t escape her idiot bab.
Dle, and she will praise the very spoons
and the teacups from which she sips her
tea. Then she has any number of ex-
clamatory phivases, ** Wonderful.” ““Just
perfectly wonderful.” ““So nice.” “You
really don't say.” ¢TI am astonished.”
¢ Quite too awfully lovely,” and fifty
others cqually stupid, meaningless and
rasping. Why is all this{ Thereisne
use in trying to get at the philosophy of
the phenomenon.  But as to the fact
there can be no doubt whatever. Dear
jvolish, stupid, oflicious Jadies, don’t for
mty’s sake think that you are bound to
prase the butter, coffee, cups, and table
cloth of your entertainer, or to say any-
thing flattering ahout cither his wife or
his children.  Leave all these things
geverely alone.  So shall your presence
he more acceptable, and your departure
less rejuiced in.  TRUTH i3 nu oracle un
ctiquette, Lut this is certain that uu per-
ton of any onlinary good manners says a
word in praise of anything at table, cs-
pecially in the way of patrunizing won-
der that they are actually so good !

The story told lately aliout Matthew
Amold, aud Thomas Carlyle 13 vay
characteristic, and deserves  rvepetition,
Matthow the immmaculate, 1t seems, called
on the * True Thamas ™ sometime before
the death of the latter, and found him
cold, dull, and depressed. He went
away with the impression that it was all
over with the * Sage.” and, meeting a
mutual friend, said so. Away hurried
ssfriend” to Cheyne Row, and  was
rejoiced t0 find the ¢ old man cloquent

atly better, The question was casually
asked if he had had any  visitors lately.
¢ Qh, yes. Mat. Arnold was hero for
about half an hour, talking away as usual
mostly about himself.” True to the letter
about Matthew, but truc also of a great
many moro who have lessreason for being
high minded than has the apestlo of
swoetness rud Jight, Thomas himsclf

had a very fair opinion of a certain per-
sonage who need not be named, and
uthors of tho genns drritabde havo buen,
and arve, equally fmpressad with a rense
of the mighty obligations under which
they have brought the world by the more
fact of their condescending  to exist in it,
There are poor fellows of this kind even
m Toronto, who are cqually sure with
Matthew that when the Almighty had
finally fashioned them intoshape, he brole
the mould.  The way in which these walk
the streets, is a caution.  They want to
appear unconeerned, but cannut manage
it. They are so haunted with the de-
lusion that they ave the observed of all
observers, that their natuwlly weak,
shambling gait becomes always weaker
and more shambling, and they look as if
they were sure that every knot of talkers
at the street corners were speaking about
them, and that passers were whispering
to each other as he went by, “That's he,”
“and that!” Ol you donkeys ! Don't,
pray don’t. You may gwalk King street
for ten hours a day for @ month and no-
body think of you, except hy and bye, to
enquiroe of a friend who those cross garter-
ed, foulish-looking Malvolio sort of cads
may be, who shake their heads and roll
their eyes as if they were poreelain man-
darins in a grocer's window. The world
is too busy to take any notice of yon, and
if you were to hint that you are the cele-
brated so and so, rest assured the answer
would not be flattering to your vanity.

The Russian system of Press censorship
is as severe and oppressive as can well be
magined. Within the last two yearsithas
become cven more stern ana relontless.
Not a word can be published which has
not previously been revised by the Cen-
sor. A paper can be stupped at any mo-
ment, and the editor or proprictor thrown
into prison.  But all this is of less than
no use. It will unly makes the vutburst
more terrible when it comes.  The way
to, make a rushing river as harmless as
possible, is to get all obstruction out of
the way. Russiai authorities have yet,
apparently, to learn that lesson,

It 13 always a blessed and comforting
thing to notice how kindly persuns take
to apparently the most disagreeable oc-
cupations.,  Perhaps they dun't like their
callings so well after all, still they man-
age to conceal their disgust admirably.
TreTit has some quite unexceptionable
occupations m view, and yet it would ap-
pear as if it would be terrible to be en-
gaged in them.  There is no use going in-
to particulars, Every one can think for
himself of such cases.  One will say
“Oh, dear me, 1 could not be an un-
dertaker, ol no.”  Another feels a cold
sweat running down his back as he dreams
of the probability of his being a butcher
and killing calves. A third recoils from
whiskey selling, while a fourth exclaims,
¢ A book peddlar! Never! TI'd sooner
die.” And yet coflin makers are often
jolly.  Butchers are proverbially fat and
good slecpers.  Whiskey selling is no
doubt, pretty far down, and yet some in
the tmade manago to held their heads
rather high.  And then book peddling?
What has any one got to say agninst it?
1t is a good healthy occupation, iuvelving
plonty of walking and plenty of tongue,
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A tolerable amount of lying has to be
done now and then, but necessarily, and
then the amount of apt and skillfully ad
ninistered flattery is delicions.  One man
who had on his list some of thoe biggest
names in the country, could not bo satis-
fied if he did not get tho signature of a
friend of Trvrn, What i8 the value of
all such names, ho cried. 1f you with-
diaw your countenance we wither and
die! Of course.

There are great varicties in the modes
of suicide which some peoplo adopt, but
the latest is the funniest. A wealthy far-
mor near St. Thomas, swallowed a walk-
ing stick and died in consequence, in
forty-cight hours. No wonder that he
dicd. The only wonder is how he got the
stick down.

TrutH is always delighted with any
thing that keeps the causo of the really
suffering before the public. Among all
the charities of Toronto it has an especi-
ally kindly fecling to the Hospital for
Sick Children. The poor little mites!
Blessings on the heads of those who take
an interest in them. Now, readers of
‘TruTh, one and all, What have you done
for the Hospital? Do you say nothing?
Then be ashamed of yourselves, and go
and do and give immediately. Go and
sce the place with your own eyes. Take
nobody’s word for it. If you do you will
be a firm and liberal friend from this time
onwards.

It is awful heresy, no doubt, on the
part of TruTH, but it can’t be helped, and
must be stated all the same, that the
system of granting bonuses and cxemp-
tions from taxation to fattories for so
many years, is an altogether vicious and
unjustifiable one. Of course there are
cxcuses for it, but thoy wont hold water.
If a man comes to Toronto to start a fac-
tory it is to be presumed that he thinks
this the best place.  If he don’t, why not
go clsewhere? If he does, he needs no
charitable contribution from the com.
munity. If he can’t walk alone, let him
wait till he can.

At the late Sabbath School Convention
a great many home truths were uttered,
which 1t 18 to be hoped will do a great deal
of goud. One gentleman was specially
hard upon tobacca, but not, Tr:iwis fancies,
too hard. It secms it was the ruin of that
poor worthless fool, Mann, the L'Orignal
murderer. It hias been the ruin of a great
many better men. It is making a set of
weak, nervous, wasteful imbeeile, good
for nothings, in spite of tho fact that a
good many sensible people smoke.  To
sce the sido walks of the principal streets
of this city on a Sunday evening, isa cau-
tion. It would scem asif it had raincd
saliva. Faugh!

Sir Mosos Montefiore has entered upon
his hundredth year and is still, it is spid,
halo and hearty.  Long may he continue
so. His has been = life remarkably dis-
tingnished for kind words and kind acts.
When the ear heard him, then it blessed
him, and Jow and Gentile have alike had
causa fo bo thankful as the recipients of
his unstinted bounty.

It would not Lo at all swrprising if

France have soon plenty of occupation at
home, without needing to go to Tonguin
or Madagasear. The feeling of restful:
ness in Paris, is evidenlly increasing, and
tho power of tho present Governor to lide
things successfully over, is more than
doubtful.

Lord Derby has told the fillibusters of
Australia that not only willtheirannexing
tendencivs not bo  encorsed, but they
won't be allowed,  If necessary, thoy will
be set asido by a broadside and the stand-
ard whifl' of grape shot.  Perhaps this
may be the rvight way to talk, but it will
not make things any the pleasanter with
a great numbor of Australians who have
always suffered from the emxth hungor
very badly.

There is a1 Rev. Mr. Ircland overin
Michigan who is gettting into trouble
with over much marrying and divorcing.
Somebody said, at the time of the great
Beecher scandal, that one of the infer-
ences from the whole affiiv was that a
man could not be too economical in kiss-
ing other men's wives, It is just so, and
in like manner a clergyman will always
find himself most comfortable and, upon
the whole, safest in having aothing to do
with the divorce court and subsequent
marrigge cercmonies.

It is now settled surely beyond all rea-
sonable question that the “bulls” and
bears of the market are simply a set of
swindlers, blacklegs and thieves, The
business, from beginning to end, is simp-
Iy gambling, and of the worst desenip-
tion. Every decent man will give the
manipulators a wide berth.

The C. P. R. steamers are not such
mudels of perfection as they were expect-
ed to be. No doubt disappomtment is
the lot of humanity, and the C. P. RR.
cven cannot expecet to be made altogether
an exception.

The Attorney General of Massachus-
selts has scttled that according to Iaw
woman isnot & “person.”  If not, one
would say.she must be only a thing. Cumne
now, thisis too much of a good thing.
The other week that pour, bewildered
don’t know what of a Judge away in the
west where the sun goes down, declared
that a wife, by the law of England, was
liable to reasonable punishment, and
would not punish a husband who had
nearly murdered the partuer of his life be-
cause he hiad no evidence to show that
what had been given was anything but
reasonable.  And now for women to be
described as mere chattels, not more im,
portant than domestic cats, if so much so,
i3 quite too awfully absurd. Mr, Attorney-
General revise your law, on, at any mate,
do something to make yourself and your
calling respectable.

Did any of the readers of Trurn know
a boy of thename of Willio Thurman § If
they did they will be glad toleam that ho
is doing well and making £1,600 year as
nowsboy in Chicago. Ho works hard, ho
8ays, but the camings aro worthall he
gives for them. Trurn would just think
so. If oll Toronte nowsboys woro fig

- -~

diligent a Will, they might oy make-
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