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Though these thoughts Jook as if they |inal indulgences their delight, and man
wero intended to make believers always [ make the%"e own righteousness, in ;
qul;astion their state, yet it will be found far | shape or other, their confidence; and shal]
otherwise; becuuse they serve only to lead | I add, that some are for placing it upon
and keep them close to that foundation ' their experiences, and upon what they%:):]l
which alone is secure, and where they will | the work of the Spirit in their hearts, and
find tre.st. But, how}::ver, Jn a caso of so, upon anything, rather than on the freenes
%;:?e g ;xggz‘r)t:;mig, et tere El'sthno 1001:;0 for %f ‘g‘(:,sPeld gface,dv:hx]chdthe twork of the

pliment. Either you do, or Spirit is designed to lead us to.

do not, question your state: if you do,‘ But if we are led and taught by the
there is no other way that I know of to | Holy Spirit to rest directly upou Christ
obtain sfat%}sﬁa;:tiog,;)ut b)é ll;e_liev(iir.lg oln the glo;ie, then w% have ;]rxe ancﬁorofhour souls
name ot the lLord Jesus Christ directly, as both sure and steadfast; then the super
standing forth to view in the gospel; for, structure of gospel experience and obedi-
it is in this way, and through this medium ' ence, built upon this foundation, will be
;hat} God cenveys to his people a seuse of | good and solid, receiving all its solidity
iis favour. If you do nof question your and firmmess from its imnediate connec-
state, but are well assured (cloncwnintyg it, : tion with the foundation whereon it was
then this assurance. if solid, will bear t’heibuilt‘* Neitber can we attain to any
trial; neither need you be afraid to look ! stendy hope concerning our own interest,
into the worst of it. But if a suspicion | but in working upon this plan, and resting
arising in the mind upon this should shakel upon this prop. If a person looks upon
your confidence, it then becomes evident,!the hope held forth in the gospel, to bs
that so far it was not placed upon Chyist, | ouly an uncertain, conditional hope, appre-
but upon some good opinion you had hending he may not securely rest upon i,
forIn;ii l?otrll)fzigf]‘é?g g;)oxgs%lvﬁ. hole i :;lhn']&qs thrqugg the cnns]cio}xsr;qss of s?lme-

e conclude the whole with | thing previously wrought in him, or dons
an indubitable maxim, which it becomes | by him; he is );f course induced to seck
all Christians constantly to retain. It is after.or look to something in himeelf, for
this: n uncertain foundation is an unsafe ! the veason or immediate ground of his
foundation. However these Christians are , confidence before God ; and while this sen-
gg thte pgurgber of th]e eleet, redecmed and | timent prgvaila ix) Lis heart, every dut.y he
be(g;téer;zedoz‘:lerltx 1:}\ ma_vl, or uuglit o {;erforms les legz;lied., and e\'c:r% e.lx;pegzpce

such, by themselves or others,  he may hate felt is perverte in
agreeable to their profession, prictice, o; l piaced 'Z.\:acﬂv in the }'oom of ,'1 feveale%
experience; and however it le their duty ; Christ. Butif, on the contrary, the person
to be thankful for any experiences or com-  sees that God'~ love in Christ, as revealed
forts which they have felt, all which is:in the free gospel, points directly towards
readily allowed; yvet there is no absolute him for his only foundation, then the more
certainty to e gathered upon this plan, by | he is apprahensive of his own guilt and
rFenson (;f the }iece:tf;uln&-s] of t(lxe] heart. ‘((l‘:ﬁlgcr, thé: more he 13} obliged t{\ trust 13
rom whenee it is plain, that God never Christ, and constrained to love him: an

intended bis people should take tl.eir rest, so the gospel hope becomes a spur to all
herein, but that they should, in the midst cheerful obedience. The believer then
of all their hopes and fears about their, does not take his comfort from his obedi-
persenal interest, be led, driven, and kept ence; but taking it imwmediately from
wf'l:'hat;1 hope ng;i :]'e.fuge. that is in itself” Chlrist, hedeni];g_gg. comfo;‘t w the exercise
safe and sure.  Nothing i: more necerssary | of love and obedience. For every exercise
than this, nor is there anything that we i of evangelical love, and every act of gospel
are naturally more averse to.  Some make | obedience, has sume comfort attending it;

the world their portion, others make crim-
po ' make ¢ { ¢ “J would have you close with Christ in the pre-
e mize without making any question whether you a6
given in his word and promise, and not on ansthing . in_Christ of no: for there is_an assurance which
of Him to be _Fven here, but what we are to receive . ariseth from the exercise of faith by a direct act;
in heaven. The conclusien was thig. my grace is | and that is when a man by faith directly lays hoid
sufficient, whea I am weak then amn I strong; and *u n Christ and concludes assurance therefrom~
Dbore is reat and life.” arrow of Modern Ihcinity. Ch.3, Sect. 13



