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appear before your bair in support of tiis overture. Let the subject be discussed
on its own mrerits. Let not the lunnublest of the bretiren, represenrtinrg te
Synod's rearmrost charge, have the least weigit with any in the consideration of
a scheme that I at leaZst regard as the ii ost important that las ever yet engaged
the attention of our Churcht. Without further preamirble, let ne bring before
you soine arguments in its favour.

. IT HAS TI SANCTION OF SIPTVItR.
Front the Old Testament it is apparent tiat the Treasury of the Lord's House

was a unit. T'he tithings of ail Israel were collectei into it. Ont of it
the Levites received thefir portions, and the priests the tities of tieir titlheR.
The Lord was the inieritance of lis servants, and this was iheir provision.
The people that gave it hadl not the least right to it. The priests liad
several other perquisites, suci as the value of tie first born of man and beast,
tie first fruits, &e. Besides tiese, fle people gave to tihe priests of their
own, as their sense of obligation, love and duty, stimulatel them. So froi
the New Testament, when tie (lurch of Christ uns launched forth on tie
world, a vonmon treasury was established, out of which every v:ant, both
of tie ministers anid pe'opie, wvas met. Fronm the example both of tie
Israelitish and (hristian diipensations, the Scriptures clearly concede tie prin-
ciple of a Gereral Funl for the ('iuroi. Wien we find iii tie word of God any
example for our guidance, eitier by divine institution, or with tire divine sani-
tion, it should possess ali tie forer of a positive .omntnrd. If, tierefore, in
these times any r-an lay elain to a " Divine Right for anry ordinane" wiatever,
we can for tie establishment of sueh a funrd.

il. FROM TH1E CEN :8' oF on cîruarnC.
At least somre of us believe ini tie "Divine Right" of Presbytery. Our

Churi is a unit in goverinient and disciplinie. We are all irmexmbers
onc of another. Now, if we carry titis principle out to its legitimtate resuL.s,
we shall lie Presbyterian in practie more fitilly tianr w" art', as well as in
Principle. Ve ?ihall iave a tcommnnonr ftund as weil as a conmrron standard
of discipline and doctrine. If a prreiile is good for anrything, it ougit
to be carried ail tie way titrougir. ln the animal worlt, the ilood is
collected fror tie wiole systen, througi the veins ilnto the ieart, anid it is
thence propelld throungh the arteries to tþe extremnities. In tie vegetable
world, tie sap is taken ip out of the earth by the roots, as.cerndis through the celis,
and is evaporated by tlie itaves. li tie iplitical w'orld, tie overnment of a
people is sup1rported by taxes ont iiports, &v., at a iixed rate, and the viole, front
tire utnost bounds of the kiirgdomrr, arc gathrered int tie treasuiy to be dis-
bursed as nieeîl reqiires. our presenrt system of support ias derived its inspira-
tion fromîr inrdepenlt-nrey, and receives no ountenace fron nature, revelation, or
even from governmentd policy. Should w e, thett, persist in a prae"ce so urina-
tural, so irrational, who profess to be guided ,olely by3 tei 'W'rd of God, and
clain " ivint Righit" for our Churci pritciples

mi. wr t.1:'r' OvERTAE TE Wnon G011TAs GIVEX r's To DO w1'T'HoU-T IT.

We do not live in a se±a-gir't isle. We are breakinrggrountd across thew whole of a
nighty continent, and in a few- years our fihld will extend, vitiont a break, fron
the broad Atlantie to the wider Paeilio. God in his provilence bas saii uto us,
"Go in and piossess tie viole of this vast territory for Me." Our countrymrîen
represent many nationalities, and a greater ntinrrber of faitis. We have to come
into contatt witIh nmanry religious opinions, and more vice, and we desire to have
a Church strong enougi so as to give it a higi vantage groni fromn which its
influence nîay be more felt, and greater deference nay be paid to its Iigh claunams.
We believe that of all existing forms Ne are pre-eminently the Ciurci of Christ;
tiat we are not a st-t fron principle, but front force of circunmstances, and tiat
vihenr 'will wî-orshlip shrll give plare to Scriptunl \ uiship, otIter d'nmnations


