
Tii Am AC]A MEDICAL JOURNAL

in the cul-de-sac of 1Jonglas a.nd if the tubes are normal, the
exclusion of ectopie gestation is ahsolutely certain. If ectopie
gestation is disclosed, the cbhoice of operatioti, vaginal or abdo-
ujiinal, rtests with the snrýgeon.

The caris' auterior vainiial operations. by M4ackenrodt and
Diihrssen were throuigh a transverse incision plus, a longitudinal
of .no great Iength or a long longitudinal incision. When, how-
cver, thie indications for aiterior vaginal celiotomy broadened,
a long longitudinal incision joined to a long transverse incision
beeanie neeessary, and to(lay the method of entering th e peri-
toneal cavitv bv the antterior route is no longer a haphazard
procesure. It is a method which docs no injury tu. a.ny struc-
ture; it makes cdean-mut wounds and nicely dissected surfaces
and gives entrance into the peritoneal cavity throughi a space
several inches in (liameter. Fig. 1.

This niethod. aside from ans' value as a diagnostic step, can
be safely used for the reioval of small movable hard ovarian
tumors, small fibroids of the uterus and large movable ovarian
cysts. It may bc used also iii soine cases ùl' ectopie gestation
where no active bleeding is going on.

Now, as to its application iii radical or conservative operations
on the adnexa. 1 do not consider the vaginal vethod advisable
fur the removal of pus tubes or of tuho-ovarian. eysts adherent
to the biterai pelvie walls, .unless at the saine tiine a hyster-
ectomy is done, for 'without this latter step the operation is not
go clean mut; 13 nger dissection is rendered difficult; raw surfaces
are left; the peritoneani is more extensively injured, the sig-
nid iikesvise. Tt is difflenit to stop oozing, and drainage, if
n(xbded, nieans incision of the posterior cul-de-sac.

Con8ervative operations on the adnexa, especially where little
if, frit on bimanual examination, as ini cases of terility, furnish
no c'ontrai udication, as a rule, because o fadhesions or pus
accumulations. Ilowever, I (Io not flnd the method well adapted
to conservative operations, for its does -not permit, in intraperi-
toneal operations, of nice adjaptation, of cdean eut edge8, of
cutting of the ligamientum ifuîndibulon-pelvicum, ail elements
greatly to bf- desired in every case, especially in those where
sliglit adie-sions have pro<hîeed marked suffering.


