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time that I was house-surgeon at University Col- ther drainage bc effected by a tube, or by the frc
lege H1ospital no one thought of bringing together escape of fluids vithout the use of an instrument,
a wound until this had taken place. He used theiatters nothing, provided aivays that it bc coin-
"water-dressing " partly as a nieans to this end, plete.
and partly as the cleanest and lighitest covering
at that time available for the protection of the cut
edges. THE TREATMENT 0F SPINAL CURVA-

3ut the introduction of aniesthetics led to a TURE BM CONTINUQUS EXTENSION-
change in this method of treating operation A MO ICATION OF THE PLASTER-
wounds. From a natural and lumane desire to OF-PARIS JACKET.
spare suffering to their patients, surgeons, instead
of waiting for the " glazing " of the wound, put it [The following paper %as rend before he New Vork County
up pernîdîîently on the operation.table whilst the Medical SoCiety, Jan. 271, 1879, by John A. WVeth,
patient was still insensible to pain. 'Tlie result of NI.D., and reported in Uie lospifat Ga:ctt.1
this practice ivas often most disastrous ; for in those Exle;sionfxation and resi are tic cardinal prin-
days niethodical drainage of wounds was unknown, ciples in thc treatient of lesions of the vertebral
and surgeons lad to trust to the apertures between column. Add to tlese good lygiene and judi-
the sutures and to the strings of the ligatures act- cious medication and ie have the suni of ail the in-
ing as conduits for the escape of blood-oozing or dications. Instrumentation can be successful, only
of that sanguineous ichor whiclh is always freely as it meets diese demands, and Mhen we speak of
yielded by a recently cut surface, and the retention the 7Llzce/ crutdz, the Taylor brace, and the P/aster-
of which in wounds we now knov to be productive ofParis-'icket, 'e witnebs in cadi of tiese a de-
of the worst results. cided advance of our own progressive science.

It was not until some years later, whien Chass- Each of Hiese lias its merits and denierits. Eacli
aignac invented and pressed most forcibly upon has iLs champions and advocates among soire of
the attention of surgeons that most invaluable in- otr nost earnest workers and )ractical surgeons.
strunient, the " drainage-tube,"--that instrument Lt would be -t'el/ for tis, it would be be/ter for luman-
which is the basis of nost modern methods of ity, if in tle liberal spirit of true progress, iv
treating wounds,-that a real advance in this de could, regardless of individuality, lay aside our pre-
partnent of surgery was established, and that it judices, neet in tic broad field of scientific discus-
became possibie to put up imnediately a large sion, courteotsly compare our notes, and profit by
operation wound without the more imminent peril that wisdom wlicl is found in a multitude of coln-
fron retained blood or ichor. sel. Tie plaster jacket %vas a great stride in the

By Liston's nethod the drainage-tube was not riglit direction. Its simplicity attracted uni-ersal
necessary (even had it beenî invented in his day), attention, and iL spread like wîld-fire before tle
for the wound was not brought together till its blasti of its eithusiastic advocates. Soie of tis
surface was "glazed " and free from blood and tlought that we had found tle ne plus ultra n the
ichor. In this lay the great merit of his treatmîent management of Pott's disease; that sufferers had
by water-dressing ; to this its success was due, and nov nothing more to do but be suspended by the
I venture to think that in this it might often be arms and neck, enveloped in Plaster-of-Paris and
imitated vith advantage at the present day. be cured. But let us abk pointedly, lias iL fulfilled

Wounds cannot be " cured," but they will heal tlese expectations? Does iL meet fully aIl the i-
readily enough if not tormented by injudicious dications in Putt's dibease? I believe it cones
surgery. Drainage alone is all that is needed to nearer it tlîan any otier nethod yet mace kiown
place nost wounds in the most favorable condition to the public, but iL lias failed at tines ; it lias its
for healing. And methods of the most opposite faults and tlese I shaH Lry to point out, and hope
character appear to owe their success to the fact to suggest the reniedy.
of drainage being the one essential element that In order to obtain the first great requisite, exten-
is coiion to all. Thle " antiseptic " method, in sion, by tlis nethod, tle patient is suspended by
which every "gerni " is rigorously excluded by the neck and arms, lifted veli Up from tle floor,
clouds of spray and multiplied layers of gauze, and tie lower portion of the body is tle counter-ex-
the opc n-air " metlhod, in which a wounid is left teuding force, the diseased surfaces are separated,
Open to all that the atmosphere may chance to de- and wviie in tiis position, the trunk is locked in
POsit upon its surface, differing as they mot abso- the plaster jacket. If this grip of tle jacket could
lutely do in the theory on which eaci is founded, be unifornily iîaintained, iL would meut more fully
appear, in nany operations at least, to be about than iL does the indications. But any one experi-
equally successful in practice. This success would enced in iLs use ili recogmze this objection ; iL
Setm to be due ratier to the one condition which loses its firniold ii fron 7 Lo 10 days after its ap-
IS coninon to both-perfect drainage-than to plication, and lience loses iLs property of holding
those in whiclî tlîey are so dissimdlar. For e- at rest and separated, the diseased surfaces.


