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time that I was house-surgeon at University Col-
lege Hospital no one thought of bringing together
2 wound until this had taken place. He used the
wyater-dressing ” partly as a means to this end,
and partly as the cleanest and lightest covering
at that time available for the protection of the cut
edges.

But the introduction of anwesthetics led to a
change in this method of treating operation
wounds. I'rom a natural and humane desire to
spare suffering to their patients, surgeons, instcad
of waiting for the * glazing” of the wound, put it
up permancntly on the operation-table whilst the
patient was still insensible te pain,  The result of
this practice was often most disastrous ; for in those
days methodical drainage of wounds was unknown,
and surgeons had to trust to the apertures between
the sutures and to the strings of the ligatures act-
ing as conduits for the escape of blood-oozing or
of that sanguineous ichor which is always freely
yielded by a recently cut surface, and the retention
of which in wounds we now know to be productive
of the worst results.

It was not until some years later, when Chass-
aignac invented and pressed most forcibly upon
the attention ot surgeons that most invaluable in-
strument, the “ drainage-tube,”—-that instrument
which is the basis of most modern methods of
treating wounds,—that a real advance in this de
partment of surgery was established, and that it
became possible to put up immediately a large
operation wound without the more imminent peril
from retained blood or ichor.

By Liston’s method the drainage-tube was not
necessary (even had it been invented in his day),
for the wound was not brought together till its
surface. was ‘“glazed ” and free from blood and
ichor. In this lay the great merit of his treatment
by water-dressing ; to this its success was due, and
Lventure to think that in this it might often be
Imitated with advantage at the present day.

Wounds cannot be * cured,” but they will heal
readily enough if not tormented by injudicious
surgery.  Drainage alone is all that is needed to
place most wounds in the most favorable condition
for healing. ~ And methods of the most opposite
character ‘appear to owe their success to the fact
of drainage Deing the one essential element that
5 common to all. The ‘“antiseptic” method, in
which every “germ ” is rigorously excluded by
clouds of spray and multiplied layers of gauze, and
the ““opcn-air™ method, in which a wound is left
Open to all that the atmosphere may chance to de-
Posit upon its surface, differing as they mo:t abso-
lutely do in the theory on which each is founded,
dppear, in many operations at least, to be about
equally successful in practice. This success would
Seem 1o be due rather to the one condition which
¥ common to both—perfect drainage—than to
those in which they are so dissimilar. ~ For whe-

ther drainage be effected by a tube, or by the free
escape of fluids without the use of an instrument,
matters nothing, provided always that it be com-
plete.

THE TREATMENT OF SPINAI, CURVA-
TURE BY CONTINUOUS EXTENSION—
A MODIFICATION OF THLE PLASTER-
OF-PARIS JACKET.

[The following paper was read before the New York County
Medical Suciety, Jan. 27th, 1879, by John A. Wjeth,
M.D., and reported in the fHospital Gazette.}

Extension, fixation and rest are the cardinal prin-
ciples in the treatment of lesions of the vertebral
column. Add to these good hygicne and judi-
cious medication and we have the sum of all the in-
dications. Instrumentation can be successful, only
as it meews these demands, and when we speak of
the zwheel crutch, the Taylor brace, and the Llaster-
of Laris-Facket, we witness in each of these a de-
cided advance of our own progressive science.
Each of these has its merits and demerits.  Each
has its champions and advocates among some of
our most earnest workers and practical surgeons.
It would be 7el/ for us, it would be detfer for human-
ity, if in the liberal spirit of true progress, we
could, regardless of individuality, lay aside our pre-
judices, meet in the broad field of scientific discus-
ston, courteously compare our notes, and profit by
that wisdom which is found in a multitude of coun-
sel.  The plaster jacket was a great stride in the
right direction,  Its simplicity attracted unriversal
attention, and it spread like wild-fire before the
blasts of its enthusiastic advocates. Some of us
thought that we had found the »e plus wltra in the
management of Pott's disease ; that sufferers had
now nothing more to do but be suspended by the
arms and neck, enveloped in Plaster-of-Paris and
be cured. But let us ask pointedly, has it fulfilled
these expectations? Does it meet fully all the in-
dications in Pott’s disease? I believe it comes
nearer it than any other method yet made known
to the public, but it has failed at times ; it has its
faults and these I shall try to point out, and hope
to suggest the remedy.

In order to obtain the first great requisite, exfen-
ston, by this method, the patient is suspended by
the neck and arms, lifted well up from the floor,
the lower portion of the body is the counter-ex-
tending force, the diseased surfaces are separated,
and while in this position, the trunk is locked in
the plaster jacket. If this gz of the jacket could
be uniformly maintained, it would mect more fully
than it does the indications. But any one experi-
enced in its use will recognize this objection ; it
loses its firm hold in from 7 to xo days afterits ap-
plication, and hence loses its property of holding
at rest and separated, the diseased surfaces.
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