
zil ilNARCOTIC USAGES AND SUPERSTITIOS

are the Scalp war-trophy, nid the peaco-pipe of the Amierican Iiidian,
-the characteristies not *of a tribe, or a nation, but of a whole
continent. Of the indigenous uiniqueniesa of the former ot theso
there is no question. It may not be altogether unprofitable to re-
consider the purely Aincricail origini of the usages coiu>ected with
the latter, on which doubts have been repeatedly cast, and miore
espeeially by recent writers, wvleiî considering the inquirv frovn verv
diverse points of viewv.

Amoxig the native products of the Amierican continent, thero is
none wvhichi so strikingyly distinguishes it as the tobaceo plant, and the
purposes to whichi its leaf is applied ; £S> eveil Nvere it proved that
the use of it ns a iiarcotic, and the practise of smokingc its burning
leaf, had originated indep)etdenitly in the o]d world, thic sacred
institution of' the peace-pipe miust stili romiain as the pectiliar
characteristie of the Ried Indian of Amnerica. ProfIý,ssr Johni-
ston, in his " Cliemistry of Common Life,>' rernarks %wilh roferonce
to this and others of the narcoties poculiar to the new world :-4 Th'Ie
Aborigines of Central Aineriea rolled up the tobaveo beaf, and
dreamed away their lii's in sinokv reveries, agos beibre Columibus
was born, or the colonists of'Sir Walter Raleigh brough)t it ivithin the

I)rccinctsý of the Elizabetheanl Court. The~ cocon leaf, nww the com fort
and streng-thi of the Peruivian ninletero, was chcwed as lie does it, ini

far remoto tinios, and amomg the same riounta.iins, bv the Inidian
natives whose blood hoe inherits." The formier of these inarcoties,
however, it is scarcoly necessary to say, was Dot confinied, wvithin illy
pcriod known to us, to central Amlerica, thoug-h its iiame of tobacco,
*-derived by soine froin the I-aýîtin lain/aie, and by' othors frora
TraFaco, a province of Yucntaiî, where the Spaulards are affirmied to

bave fil'st met xvîth it,-appears to have beeni the native terni for the

pipe. and not for the plant, -%vich 'vas caflld kohiba.

So fat as we can iiow infer from the evideiîce fürnished by
native arts and relies conneted with the use of the tobÜico plant, it
seems to have been as familiar to most of the ancient tribes of the
north west, anid the Aborigines of our Canadian forest-s, as to those
of the Amnerican tropies, of which tlue Nicotiaita Tabacune is bchieved
to be a native. No such renuarkable depositories iindeed have been
found to the iîorth of the great chain of lakes, as those disclosed to

the explorers of the tuilîuli of "IMlounid CitY," in the Scioto valley,
Ohio, from, a single one of which,nearly two hutndred pipes were taken;
nmost of thein composed. of a bard red porphyritic stone, with their
bowls elaborately carved in miniature figuires of animiais, birds,


