.

Bt e TS S

FOR LOWER CANADA.

89

twenty yemrs old.  But fortuuately, for Mr. Demers, he had
given his attention to subjects which are eternal and immu-
table of their nature, and the only book which he published,
his ¢ Institutiones Philosophicee,” will remain as one of the
best and most complete treatises on logic, metaphysics and
cthics. (1)

(1) Institutiones Philosophic ad usum studiose juventutis—Quebeci
—ex typis T Cary ct Soci, 1833, 395 pages, 8o.

(1’0 be continued in our next.)
Pierre J. O. CHaUVEAU.

THE EVILS OF IRREGCULARITY OF ATTENDANCE AND  TARDINESS AT
SCHOOL AND THE REMEDY.

By Geo. 8. Kimbuall.

It would be the extreme of folly to suppose that i one short essay
any writer could emumnerate «lf the above-named evils; and, in fact,
hatdly the greater paxt ; and much more, that he could portray them
in alltheir various fonns aud phases and magnitudes ; and consider
fully the endless chain of cause and effect which they form g therr
connection with and dependence upon each other. Therefore, with
this thought in mind, 1 shail not aspire to that, which, while desir-
able, is ot the same time so evidently impossible ; but I shall
endeavor to regard economy and profit, by presenting 10 the reader
the most practical view which my limits will allow. Tlus subject
may be considered under three general heads, viz:

1. The Evils of Irregularity of Attendance ;

9. The Evils of Tardiness;

3. The Remedy or Remedies.

According 10 this arrangement, we are to consider:

Firstly, The Evils of Irregularity of Attendance at School.

These might be variously classified; but, owing to therr close
connection and mutual dependence, it would svemn proper to cou-
sider them somewhat in their consecutive order. And as we enter
this broad field and begin to cast about for a place to begin to enu-
wmerate, we discover, that,

1. The lessons recited in the absence of @ scholar are for the
present, lost to him, which is a serious evil; since he not only
loses (at least for the present) so wuch of the kuowledge of the
science he is studying; but he is thereby depnved of a key to
unlock the principles of succeeding lessons ; for, In any good method
of instruction, each succeeding illustration or demonstratjon is drawn
from, or based upon, principles previously developed. But more,
he not only suffers the loss above stated ; but he has missed the
teacher’s éxplanations, without which, ho may spend many hours
of fruitless 10il in time to come, if alone, he should attempt to regain
what he has lost.

2. Again: with all scholars, their lessons, to be remembered,
wust be repeated, and the principles therein contained practically
aud immediately applied ; therefore, in their absence they will, in
pact, forget those lessous just examined, and must in commencng
again spend much time in reviewing before they can advance. And
yet how many in our country schools in particulai, attend school o
more than three months in the year, and that too very irregularly.
The evils resniting fru.a this state of things are incalculable, as the
writer with too many others can tesufy, from experience both as
scholmis and teachers. Coming into this State at an ecarly age,
when schools were ¢ few and far between’, all his school days for
several years subsequent to that time were speut 1 reviewing 5 so
that ar the age of sixteen he was no more vanced in his studies
than xt the age of ten.  And, after eareful observation, I am of the
opinion that, paticularly in our country schools, full threcforths of
the time is spent in reviewing before advancing ; aud this is mamly
owing to the long vacations, and irregularity of attendance. And
so prevalent is this evil, that term after term the scholar passes ovel
the same beaten track, and in each succeeding term, reaches a
point but little if any in advance of that previously reached. This
seems to be a matter of necessity ; but, at the same time, it is a
great evil.  On finding himself unable to proceed successfully with-
out pas~ing through this oft-repeated, tiresome, painful process, the
child feels at once dispirited and unambitious, and, as the result,
finds at the close of school that he has accomplished but little that
he might and would otherwise have done, had it not been for what
seems to him to be his cruel fate. The magnitude and resuits of
this complicated evil I will not attempt to show, but will leave for

llha'intelligent reader to imagine ; adding, however, that scholars
subject to such influences will most likety grow up with a meagre
education, and go out into the world for ever to regret and sufler the
consequences of their early loss. °

3. Another evil arising more particularly from the temporary
absence of a scholar is the delay und loss of time to his classmates
during the succeeding recitation or recitations, oceasioned by the
extra efforts rcqt.lircd l:l’)y the teacher in explaining to him the prin-
Cl})lt‘§ mvolved in those lessons recited in }:is absence. No sc}wlar
who is Jaudably ambitioug, and duly sensible of the value of his
time, can thus have his recitations ntruded upon, withont feeling
wronged thereby ; and where the injustice is often inflicted, the feel-
ing may grow to resentnent, and perhaps to animosity. The frue
scholar believes with Dr. Franklin, that ¢ time is money? ; and con-
sequently he who infringes upon his time is as really, if not as fully,
guilty as the ane who by frand or otherwise wrests from him his
property.

4. But, in @ classified school, it is some times necessary to apply
the maxim ¢ better one suffer than many?, to this particular case
and thus the delinquent is compelled to j?zll back into other classes
not so far advanced. The cvi}l resulting from this is many times
very gicat, though not so extensive, perhaps, as the one last named ;
for Tew scholars can thus be compcchd to tuin back to those whom
they look npon as their inferiors in attainments, if not in natural
ability, without the loss of that eager interest, tireless energy, and
emulation, s0 essential to good scholarshup. Hence their lessons
become a dull task ; their school hours a heavy burden ; aud they
themselves, indolent, vicions. amind 1eckless sources of bitter disap-
pointment to their doating puarents and confiding friends. “Thus
owing to the tendency of the mind to the contemplation of evil if
not under suitable restraint, we see from the observation just ma:le
that the school, in consequence of preéxisting evils, may become
the very hot-bed of habits which \vil}l develop themselves’in a flood
of blighting, burning and damning evils for time to come.

5. The loss of relish, energy, ambition, ete., included in the
general expression, loss ef interest, is of too great magnitude to
admit of the mere passing glance given it above; cspeci:fuy as the
evil may arise not only from the embarrassing circumstances sur-
rounding the irregular attendant when at school, but more particu-
larly from the wunt of interest, in the parent, from which both the
delinquency and Joss of interest of the scholar may anse. It must
be a remarkable child, indeed, that feels more interest in its own
improvement than jts parent does. We admit there may be such;
but they must be few. Hence, as a general rule, where the parcm’
places such a moderate estimate upon the cluld’s improvement as
1o allow any ordinary occurrence to detain him at home, the child
(who, if young, is governed more by precept and example than by
reason) will conclude that education 1s of hittle worth, and that ail
efforts 1o obtain it are of lile importance. ‘Therefore, when he
goes to school, it is @ matter of necessity, or for sport and muschief,
and without those inciterments so necessary to success. ’

6. Again: as every teacher knows, the lack of interest among a
few of the pupils, if not removed, will lead to the same lack in
others ; or, at least, this will be the natural tendency; for children
like men, though in a greater degree, are sympathetic beings, and
are the weans of mutual help or hindrance. We sce the working
of this principle in the varous relations of life. And the inex:
perienced teacher knows very well that in a great degree his sue-
cess will be in proportion to the amount of emulation existing among
the scholars. Thus, the loss of interest among a few, mfy under
wnfavorable circumstances destroy the character if not the existence
of a school ; and all this, as I have shown, may result from irregu-
larity of attendance.

7. From the concludinF remarks in the preceding paragraph, this
appears to be a proper place to refer to another class of evils, viz:
those relating more particularly to the feacher. But, for want of
room, we will not speak of his unrequited anxiety, forbearance and
toil; his_disappointments, mortification, and many times mental
anguish in consequence of the delinquency of his pupils ; but of only
one thing, viz: the injury of his veputation, How many teachers
have commenced their scﬁools, high in hope, and from the causes
described above, have been defeated in their efforts, and then
branded with such epithets as ¢ stupid?, ¢ unambitious’, ¢ tactless’
and every waf' unfit for the calling?, have gone forth with an injured
if not a ruined reputation. The c.\-periencea teacher might, perllmps
kuow how to counteract the influences leading to such a result ; but
the beginner can not always do it. ’

8. Another serious ovil resulting from irregularity of attendance
is instability. There can be no_doubt that incitement to study
to-day, to the accumulation of wealth to-morrow, and to amusement
etc., next day, will, under unfavorable circumetances, produce in




