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6. When it is necessary to teach a new word, always, The firet stepe tu Teachmg a ]Language.
as far as practicable, give the idea before the word. That
is the order of nature. Paper Read by Revd. R. H1. QuxcK, before the Coltege of

7. Labor to, increase steadily the pupil's knowledge Preceptors February 7th, 1875.
both in the number of words and in the extent and Those of us who have vîisited the Brighton or the
clearness of the understood meanings. The entargement Sydenham Aquarium iveli know the sight of the
of a pupits laguage is the increase of his knowtedge and sea anemones. The first impression one gels of them is,
of tus capacity to know. that they are merely enjoying themselves, or exhibiting

S. Secure the largest and begt possible use of language their beauty as a peacock spreads his tait. But if wc
by the pupil. The teacher is succeeding best uvhose watch them tilt a tiny flsh hapuens to, stroli their way,
pupils talk most freely and correctty on the subject of we discover then that the anemones are flot standing at
the lessons. ease or ecourting our admiration. No soomer is the fish

9. Young pupils may be asked to repeat words after within reachi, than the hitherto placid anemone becomes
the teacher, to form the habit of speech; and ait pupils ail activity ; the beautifut fibres disappear. and the littie
should tatk on the review. flsh disappears wiLh them. If we have the patience to

Violations.-This third great taw of teaching is violated await the resuit, wve sec the anemone at tength open out
more frequentty than even the bestteachers suspect. Tfhe again, and there reappears, flot the fish, but just 50 mucli
interested look and the srniting assent 'of the pupil often of it as the anemone finds indigestible. Th e rest hias
deceive the experieuced instructor into the belief that his become anemone.
language is under-tood, and att the more easity because Now here we sec in a figure the proper attitude and
the pupil himself is deceived, and says lie understands action of the mind of a learner. It keenty desires
when he lias onty a mere gtimpse of the meaning. knowtedge ; it is on the look-out for it ; it seizes on
Children are often entertained with the manner and whatever information cornes within its reacli, and it
seem attentive to the thouglits when they are onty works upon this information, analyzes iL, appropriates ail
watching the eyes and lips of a speaker. They sometimes the pitli of iL, and rejects nothing but the useless 'sheli.
also dlaim to understand, simply to please their instructor If I were asked, then, who, in my opinion, wdre the
and gain his good will. Thus the teacher is constantty best teachers of language, I should flot say, those who
in danger of being betrayed into ýa serious, if flot fatal foltow Ascliam's method, or Jacotot's mnethod, or Prend.-
mistake. ergast's method; but those whose pupils desire to leara,

The misuse of language is perhaps the most common and have their minds well excrcised on the information
failure in teaching. 'Not to mention those pretended given to thern. IL is with teaching as withi the retigion
teachers who cover up their own ignorance or indolence of the Bible. The outcome of that religion should be
by a use of words which they know the children will charity; and even il the Roman Churcli wcre infallhble,
not understand ; and omitting also tho -se who are more a Quaker with charity woutd ctcarly be a better Christian
conccrned to exhibit tiheir eloquence and to awaken than a Roman Gatholic without it. In like mnanner, the
wonder at their wisdom, than to convey It to others; we outcome of inteltectuai teaching shoutd be interest and
find stiti some honest teacliers 'who labor liard to make mental vigour; and the articulus stantis aut cadentis
a clear and forcibte statement of the truth, and then feel ecclesire, if by ecclesia you undcrstand any teaching what-i
tLuat, their duty is donc. If the chitdren do not understand ever, must always be the answer to the questions-Does
it must be from hopeless stupidity or from willful it make the pupiis anxious to learn ? Does it set theiir
inattention. Often it is a single unusuai or misunderstood minds to work on what they are lcarning?
terni that makes the break in -the etectric cable ; but it I have thouglit it necessary to make this preface,
does not occur to the teacher to, hunt up the break, and because I shaîl be conccrncd chiefly witl diffèrent
substitute a clearer term. The history of teaching is full methods; and yet I do flot think that lie is necessarily
of strange and even comical mistakes made by children the best teacher wvho follows the best methodizer. On
in interpreting the language of aduits; enougb to put the other hand, I arn keenly alive to the advantages of a
every teacher on lis guard against this painful source of good method; and I long to sec thc diffèrent methods of'
failure. teaching much more coînmonty studied than they non

But even thbse teachers who easity use simple and arc. Everybody who attempts to teach must have lis
intelligible language to their classes, frequently fait in modus operandi; and if it, is home-made, it wvill probably
thc higher use of this teaching instrument. They do flot be a vcry awkward one. We have ati heard of the
secure a clear statement of the truth from thc child, and celcbrity wvho wvas a man of great taste, but unfortunately
they have no test of their own success. A volume woutd it wvas bad taste. Simiiarly, the ignoran t untrained teachier
be required to state fully the btunders committcd in 1witl ccrtainly be a man of metliod, and of very bad
viotation of this law. They may be suspected from the rncthod too. As Talcyrand lias said, IlLes méthodes
facts that there are above eighty thousand words in the sont les maîtres des maîtres." Tcaching is very hîghty
Etiglish language ; that perhaps flot more than twvo skiiled labour; and ail sucli labour can be pcrfected oniy
thousand of these are in use in common life, and that a by means of traditionai knowledge. There may, indeed,
child's vocabulary docs flot often contain over five have been great teadhers, who dispensed with sucli
hundrcd or one thousand words. But the topics studied 1knowlcdge; but it is flot safe for us to, do so. In going
in school lie mostty outside of our daity life, and lience out to fi ght our Goliath, the giant Dutllness, we must flot
outside mucli of our every-day speech. It hias been reject the most approved weapons because David was so
acknowiedged that Lhe greatest obstacle to the gencral successful witliout them.
entightenment of the common people is their lack of Let me, then, begin by stating, as briefly as possible,
knowledge of the language through which they miglit the rnethods for Ian guage-teadhiflg that have become most
be addressed. We add thât this lack of language is itself celebrated.
lack of knowlcdge, since words, to be truc words, must Ascham's is so generalty known, that I need only recaît
be signs of known idcas.-National S. S. Teacher. it to your mcmory. Hie made a model-book of some

letters of Gicero'S. His method is chiefly Iremarkable for
two things; flrst, for thorouglincss with whicb the model
book was to be. studied; secondly, for the great strews
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