
THE ART 0F ORATORY.

:n tendency of the heart to evil, it seeks to rebeget in man the love of
-truth, and purity, and virtue. But greater than ail external diffi-

De culties are those in the orator himnself, for he is of like kind in heart
of withi those he seeks to gain. Full ivelI he kiiows his recreant heart
id refuses to desire those worthy objects he commends to others.
e, The curse of selfisliness is on him, and at times he is so beset îvithi
*e, unbelief of the very truth he speaks, that bis words mock him
rn and give his lîeart the lie. It is welI for himn there are the his to
y which hc can look up.

,e And now, gentlemen, bear ivith me as I set once more before us
e, our work as orators. We must persuade to action. Not simply

)rmust wve teach, this wve must do and more, not simply please the
.efancy and stir the emnotions, but by teaclîing, charming, and stirring

e 0 eé must reacli the wil! and make it do our pleasure.
n And at this point we speak of what deserves our greatest heed,

r, for it is"vital to ail oratory. The limit and the line of influence
a must be virtue. We must persuade, yet must we be truc to our

nature. Th&. whole force of our oratory lies in our co nsciousness of
right, in means as in end Not only so, bui. the Z>measure of the

j orator's influcence will be the extent to which bhis oration is in bar-
m-ony withi his life, and woe to him should he, by simulating convic-
tion or ernotion, sacrifice to present effect bis conscience of the truth.
Conviction cornes not at will, but is the spontaneous outcome of the

* moral nature> w'hichi at our peril we refuse to lîeed. " Eloquence
must rely on moral force, silice this is the force of character, and
there is no strong rational life that is nor locked together by a
moral purpose."

Having thus spoken at somne leng-:h upon the airn of oratory, 1
* shall briefly speak of the means by ivhich this airn wvill be realized.

And these are thoughit and ernotion. These are the very material
of the oration, Thought, the bone and sinews, givinga shape and
strength, Emotion, the flesh and blood, clothing witli living bcauty.
And first I shall speak of T1zoztgIil Truthi is the only right gyround
of persuasion, the only reasonable ground of action. Truth that is
poiverful in speech is flrst powverful in tliought. Truth must possess
the mirid so that Mihen the orator speaks lus ivords are bigT w'ith

Sthor-lit. Tlîouglit must precede aIl oratory and wlîeresoever g.,ot,
w ~e rnay ;îot give it forth until it lias beconie our o'vn and bears upon


