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ordering the extermination of Christianity. The native converts
wvere put to the swvord, and many of thern wvere even crucified;
wvhile the Roman Catholie priests and ail foreigners wvere banîshed
fromn the land. Thus it wvas that for threc hundred years the sea-
gates of Japan wvere closed agsainst Western civilization ; and thus
it wvas that the Japanese learned to associate Christîanity with in-
trigue and rebellion, and to look wvith aversion and distrust upon
ail foreigners.

In 1853 the United States Government sent Commodore Perry
to japan to, secure a treaty for purposes of trade. It wvas on a
bright Sunday morning wvhen he with seven ships-of-war cast
anchor in the peaceful waters of Tokîo Bay. The Japanese were
seen on shore armed for defence. Assemnbling his crewv on deck,
Perry read with cheerful voice the one hundredth Psalm, and then
with his crew sang the hymn,

"Before Jeliovah's awful throne,
Ve nations bow with sacred joy."

The,-;-veet sounds echoed over the quiet waters, allaying the anger
of the enraged japanese, and opening the way for a peaceful settie-
ment of the treaty, prophetic of that tirne when the true gospel
should be echoed from heart to heart and fromn home to home
of that lovely ]and.

Seven 3-ears after, in îS6o, the American Presbytcrian Board
sent out the first Protestant missionary. He came xîot with the
altar, cand le, and crucifix of the Jesuits, but with the simple story
of God>s love for men. Nowv began to break upon the dark, pagan f
empire the light of flic truc gospel of Christ. At first the mission-
aries laboured under great difficulties. No native could be hired
as a teacher of the language. A nyone having any dealings wvith a
missionary wvas subjected to aIl manner of insuit and persecution.
Besides, the government would not allow the public preacliing of
the gospel in any part of the empire. At that tirne the Japanese
had not learned to distinguish bctween Romanismn and Protestan-
ism. They wvere simply two branches of flic hatcd Christian sect;
or as our proverb expresses it, «<'Foxes of the same hole." How-
evcr, notwithstanding flic difficulties with wvhich tlic missionaries
had to contend, progress wvas made. In 1870, just ten years aftcr
missionary wvork began, there were 1,000 native Christians.


