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ail sides, the sacred parcel is laanded te thc august "docter of the year,"11
k1ways uisiiuj- only the right baud. Next morning both the 1ieads xneet
beïore sunrise st an appointedl rendczvous, and as thie sun appearsy; holding
tlLe meal in the loft hand, and with the riglit taking pluches, breathing on
it and then tossing ittowarclthe sun, thcy rneanwhile pray te the Sun Fatiier
for rain, grass, crops, and generai pa'esperity.

On their return to the village they surmnon their medicine orderrs.
Four days of fasting and preparation are C&outside days," when the mcd(i-
dune men may move about keeping fast ; but thie four " inside d<tys,,
whici succeed are spent within the medicine house in rigid fasting, as
elsewhere described under the " praying sasoke " No one must enter the
roomi or evon cail at the door but 'tbemselves, save the Nwife of the hend of
ail, who sweeps it, brings water to 1111 the &tiawuja (jar), and tobacco for cigar-
ettes. Day and niglit they sit and sinoke, the veterans reciting traditions
of the order, that the younager may Iearn thein by Ilcart.

On the morning of the last day four pairs of z-narshals gro on thecir
mnission in different directions. Once outside the village thiey cziSt off
their blaukitets and run swiftly, carrying the " prayer stick," a sinall bit cf
ivood with certain anagical feathers dbound to it in a pecuiliar fislijoii:
these prayer sticks to bc plantcd in sonie sequestered spots at the fourý
cardinal points outsidc the village ; and af ter prayingr over thienithyri
ivildiy over the country, bloiving away witches and tossing up ail ii
spirits wvith long feathers, te ho borne away on the wings of thie wind.

Mcdicine-making must ho donc, only in the dark bIne bruech-cloiit.iid
with faces painted after a certain fashion ; and the twvo forerunners ar.
indicated by Iightuiug marks on the legs.

The " dance" begins iu the room of the fasters, and 'whien the dloor i.ý
opened the people outside stand wvitIi bare feet, niotienless. Evcry detail
of the performance is religiously regulated, and the seats are in the ordcer (,f
rank. lu front of each medicine mnan is the " inother," the car of ivilite
corn with its feather tuft and turquoise ornaments ; and iii front of the
fat'her of ail isi the cajete (eartlien bowl) of sacrcd water, the rnirror cf ail
the worid and its events.

The sacred cigarette or ucer is used te wreathe the inagie rnirror in
smoke, wvhen the szanan (medicine man) ivould fereteli the year, or vh
'the -%vitches iu their tricks, or sec- Nvhat is going on in the wvorld, and to blini
the cyes of gaule during the sacred hiunt. It is the foc for the services él
'the shanian wvhen there is sickness, and is used te cover the trail of the
departcd seul, that the %vitches and evii spirits inay net trace its path.

The wcer is neyer to hoc lit at a conîmon fire or %vithi a miatch, but on) r
from the sacrcd fire in te estufa-a cei frein the hearth of the cadçgut
(chief religions officiai), a flint and steel, or te unique old fire-drili, a dry
round stick fltting closoly in a cavity, and turned vcry fast, alws fro
riq? te o /t

The sacred song is sting, a rude ode te thci " iiothur" of thue cr(-I,


