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the Koords, and that they themselves were powerless to prevent it because
of the overwhelming numbers of the attackers, In Constantinople the
United States Mirister is met by the objection that it was the Armenians
who set fire to the premises, and then tried to turn the guilt off on the
innocent Turkish soldiers ; and meanwhile word is sent to the European
papers that the whole story of burned buildings is false, that no fire has
occurred, and that the missionaries at arpoot as everywhere have always
been fully protected by the government. TUnder such circumstances, and
in the face of such wholesale official falsechood, it is 1ather hard to sce
how the valuc of the propert, is ever to be collected ; but still the brave
missionaries work on in faith, believing that at the right time the walls
will be rebuilt. Meanwhile, the work is cramped and crippled.

Much more terrible has been the destruction of churches, schools, and
parsonages all over the Jand. It has been absolutely impossible thus far
to get a complete list of places of worship or.schools destroyed ; but in
large districts, like the province of Diarbekir, scarce a single church remains
standing, save onc or two now converted into mosques or stables. In
many cases the church was the pyre of hundreds of Christian martyrs,
who refused life at the price of denying the Lord that bought them.

More heartrending still is the long list of the dead. The very life of
the Church scems to have been aimed at and struck in the butchery of so
many pastors and teachers, and suck nunbers of their flocks. The details
are not yet all in, and doubtless a large number of places can ncver be
reported till the last day ; but itemized lists are already at hand telling of
the butchery of at least twenty Protestant pastors and many times that
number of Gregorian priests, and of 37,085 Christians. Of this number
most are Armenians, with a very few Syrians and others. At first sight,
this, too, would scem a great blow to the cause of Christ; but the Church
in all ages has found the blood of its martyrs to be most fertile seed.

A very much more serivus problem coming before the Church to-day
is with reference to those poar wretches forcibly converted to Moham-
medanism 3 for there have been many whose courage wavered when given
the alternative of Islam or the most crucl and lingering of deaths, and
they chose to Tive. Thesc “ converts™ are now fed and housed, in many
instances at government expense, and are being taught the tenels of their
new faith by those who but yesterday shot down their fathers and viwlated
their daughters ; 40,950 such conversions are known of ; the numberis
probably far too small, but these poor vietims of weak consciences are now
eagerly watching for the moment when they can again confess Christ and
live. Tho they hold "to the outward forms of Islam, these thousands are
still praving to Jesus in heart. This problem is the one at present claim-
ing all the attention of Sir Philip Curric and M. Nelidoff, the English and
Russian ambassadors.  Judge not these poor Armenians, oh ve who kneel
on velvet cushions to pray in a land of religious freedom 5 our Lord for-
gave is Peter, tho he denied im thrice for fear of a 1naid scrvant’s




