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Jaxvany, 1803

“The Outlook in Canada.’
The Canadian Finance Minister, ilon, G, I,
Foster, during his rezent visit to the mother
country delivered « number of addresees on
thinga Canadisn which bave attracted a goud
dealof atteution from the British press und
public.  Onecof the most notable gathavings
which he.ldrersed was a meeting of the City
of London braneh of the Imperial Fedevation
League, held at the London Chamber of Com
merce, Iastchamp, and presided ova by Mr
Albau Gibbs, M.P. The sulject of Mr, Foster’s
remarks was, “The Qatlook it Canada.,”  ol-
lowing is what he said ;

Me. Chairmnan, ladies aud gentlemen: 1 know
youare busy propleis the heart of busy London,
andI wm not an idier iltogethermysetl. What
I shall say to you this afternoon shall be very
brief, very direct, and, 1 hope, very plain.
Whatever may be our opinion wita reference
to the necessicy for and the baris of that Fed.
cration of the Empire whizh shall deaw ali its
ditferent parts together iuto closer union than
exists to day, I thiok oae thing ia certain, tnat
the sulijects of Gircat Dritain, whether they be
io this country, or in the "-lopics—all ¢f them,
at icast, who are thoughtiul and patriotic men
—cannot help but desire that the relaticns at
present existing between the Mother Country
and the Colonies—happly existing, I muy say
—may continue not obly in their present state,
but if 12 be possitle and practiczble, as I think
it is, thzi they may ceatinuatly as years pro
grees be drawn closer—(cheers)~und that the
ouzside parts of the British Empire, and the
head of the DBritish Empire here, may have
their commonications with cach other extended,
aud that the boand that binds them together
may become tiglter and stropger.  (Cheers.)
And I think it is true, without saying anyihing
mere upen that, thatece of the best and surest
meaas to creats thas sympathy anl that futer-
est which inrst alaays, I thiak, be the basis of
wny successful cffort towards drawing the Cl-
onies and the Mother Country together, is an
intclizent idea of the catent and the capabili.
tics of the different Colonics, [ zay that no
surer meshod than this can be adopted in order
to bringabeut the reenlt which weall desire ;
and sofaras 1 amn ernccroed this sfternoon, in
auswer Lo the very kind reeepticn of the weatle-
men  who have invited me 1o spexk, 1
am here to oantribute my little share 15 this
informatien with regard to the country fron.
whichIc-me. Imay say, inthe fris place,
that the confoleratien of the British Nerth
Awmcrican provinees, which, asyou all &kaow,
tonk place in 1567, entirely chapged the cut-
4ok and the #pirit and the 2¢3] and the life of
the Car “iisn people.  Up to that time British
North Jdmerica consisted, as yeu know, of 3
pumber of small provinces, cach of them Lound
upinitself,without any very great sympathy the
oac with the rither, with a janglirg o restrie-
tions differing in cach ane of the pravinces, with
an outleek which was nof largeaad scarcely go-
ing bryond the scotiraial interests and views of
cach one of the provinces.  But, air, confedera.
tion changed a'l that—that is, it began to
ckange it—and, cvery jcar that confederation
haf been a fact in that cututry, the change has
boen pregressing, and has beea made more

matked. After confederation the outlook nutu.
rally Lecame larger and wider.  Sectioual and
provincial differences disappearcid in the broad-
cr and wider life of the country, which at ovnce
took onaq immense evtent of territory, the
common heritage of 211, of a country whose re.
sources becamne kuown in proportion ag the at
tention awl enterprise of the people were
dirceted to its different parts, anl as o public
spirit, and, if I mnay use the tenw, a national
life begn tu grow up, which was ba<ed upen
the wide (ntent of territory, and the very rich
resotaces of the ceuntry. amd upon the wonder-
fol promise of its future.  (Hear, heary)  Se
that t-dertivn began in 1567 to turn the cur.
rent of thought of Canadian public life in the
direction which I have mentivned: and although
we !l know that tweaty.five yearsisbut a
short period in the existence of a country, and
although it canuot do everything in that time,
and though we must not expect thas it shall
have abscluteiy taken away theic sectional and
provincial div  gauces of intercsts yot the fact

has been such as I have stated-—most marked ;.

and its effects to-day are coutinuing in that dx
rection.  Well, sir, we have nos evtere.d upon
the twenty-tifth year of our existence as a con.
federatien, aad it is pertinent to icquire what
has beea the result of this twenty-tive years.
The anfricudly eritic of Cauada might aay,
“*Well, there is one result which is completely
apparent -you have roll:d up a united debt
of 241 millions of dullars—that, ¢ Inast, is voe
tesult of cenfederation.”  Now 1 desiie just
fora moment to say two or threc werds in re-
ference to that matter, vot in the wiuy of ox-
tenuation, but in the way of explanation. \When
the unfricndly critic says that tweaty-five
years of canfaderation hus been respansitle for
2 united sdebz of 241 millions of dollars in Ca-
nada, he is not jjuite eorrect.  For this must
be keptin mivd; that the different Veovinces
which formed the coofederasion Lad debis of
thair awn at the time when they cotered in.
to the voufederation, and it was onc ¢f thie ar-
ticles and conditions of that coufedcration that
the debt which was at that time upon czch
of the Provinces should be assumed by the
confederation authority, and should no looger
be a burden directly upon cach ¢f tie Pro-
vioees 3 and the total amouat of the debtsef
the Provinces which existed at the Jate of con.
federation, or which have been assamed sinse,
reuched 108 millivus of dllars. So that you
have to ke that away from tie 241 wil.
lions of ddilars, which wil! lzave you about 132
millions of dellars, aud that is the deb: ac-
cruing in Canada a» the 1cault of confederation
and of every foleral expenditure fromn 1558 up
to the present time.  That just by way of ex.
planating, aud not by the way of cxtenoatica.
Bug, sir, if we have 8 deut of 231 millivns of
dollars, and if 132 widiliens of that debt has
aczrasd rince cenfederation, oo what has thar
been expended and for what purpese ™ Has it
been justifiahle, and is it a debt which, in.
steal of beiog a rep-vach to the Dominina of
Canada, may sarely be looked upen as onc of
its conmendations in the way of caterprise
and developmeat? \Weat have werto show for
that vast expenditure? In the first place, the
acquitement of a very large anda very fertile
territory.  As yom know, the ecriginal Pro.
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vinces, together with DBritish  Columbia
and Prince Elward Islaud, were of com-
paratively small extent, althousgh ubsolute.

Iy of large extent, but overwad abuve that there
was # vast, almo st undiscovered, and unknown
tereitory which extended from the western
part of the Provinee of Qatario to the counfines
of Biitish Columbin, and known gencrally as
the Neorthwest Territory, and which at that
time belonged to the Hudscn's Bay Comploy.
Wdl, the fizst effort of confederated Canada
was to purchaze that innnense territory which
extends for thousands of miles and which em-
braces haudrels of millions ef acres of the finest
fand under the sun.  (Cheess.) That was pur-
chared, snd the openirg up and surveying of i%
iuto lazd lots and divisions has cest the coun.
11y 2 capital expruditure of about seven mill.
ions of dellare.  We consider thit thisis but a
tritl: as capared with the real value and im.
portauce «f that vast territory.  (Cheers ) But
over and above that, Canada in 1865 had the
problun presented to her of opening up the
means of commnunication through that vast ex.
tent of her territory —ranging over tnore than
3,000 milvs from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
with a breadthlarg: in extent as well.  With-
out those means and facilities for communi-
cati-n there could in the first p'aze, be no ex-
tcnded hepe for the sett’ement of the count -y 3
there coull be no facilities fer takivg out the
produce that the lands were fertile epough to
prodnce, acd there could be very little com-
merce.  Well, that had to be duene. It could
be dene only in one of two ways-—cither by
taxiryg the piojle for the years as they passed
for the coet «f bLuilding our milways and
canals ¢ or by adepting what was the nove
rational, «ud what ]I budicve to Lo a far
more ceanunicat method, of using cur credit,
borrowing the moacy azd paying the io-
terest from gear to year.  Will, »ir, the two
great means of commugicativn which we wers
censtrained to make use of were our water and
railwcy cominunicatiors. As you crois the
Atlantic and coter the St Lawrence Golf by
the Strait of Belle Isle you come first agaiust
the territery of Lavradar, aad shortly after-
wards the taritery of Canada, and from that
puint—at the Simit of Belle I-le—there was a
water com unication mere or less interrupted
for 2,11 miles into the very heart of the North
Amziican contineni.  lige that could wmot Lo
opered up for remunerative traflic without the
building of links of eanalsand the impruvement
of navigable rivers, and that Caoada has felt
bound to do; and 1 may be permitted to tell
i the audience that we are within three years of
sceing that fmmense pooject practically com-
peded, and within nine millicns of delars of
sceicg that amount which wwili have completed
itscat. Uptathe reacnt day we have paid
o ceyital aceruni for the water commanication
--the most mizuiitcent lice of waler commani-
ceivn in the worll—we have paid to day on
capitel aomunt the 3um of thicty five millions
of dellars. That 210 explains the way in which
part of this delt Las been asammed. What
have we in retury? We Lave from the Strait
of Belic Iale op to the city of Qaclzca splendid
linc of navigation, and from the 8¢, Lawrence to
Montreal a waterway by which the largest
cccan vessels can go up to the city of Montreal




