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During the last pe? od the Australian Col-
onies became large competitors for the emi-
gration from the United Kingdom. The first
emigration to Australia was in 1825, and in
1870 the aggregate numberwho had leftGreat
Britain for those Colonies was 988,423, of
whom 764,081 have emigrated since 1847.
to that of the three great fields for emigra-
tion, during the last twenty-five years, Brit-
ish America has, in the aggregate, absorbed
the smallest number. And if the numbers
of those set down as having emigrated to
British America, who simply took the Ca-
nadian route to reach the Western States, be
taken into account, the difference will show
us in a still more unfavourable light. These
figures are important, because they indicate
how much has been lost to Canada by the
neglect of this important interest in the past,
and how much may be gained by a vigorous
policy in relation to it in the future. We
propose to point out briefly some of tlie con-
ditions of success in such a policy.

The chief reservoir from which emigrants
may be drawn to Canada, and the place
therefore where the most active exertions
should be put forth in the interest of immi-
gration, is the United Kingdom. The sup-
ply of emigrants to be found there is liter-
ally inexhaustible. During the last ten
years the number who have left for new
fields ofenterprize, was 1,571,729. But the
increase of population during the same per-
iod was 2,525,637, SO that, even making all
allowance for the increased demand for la-
bour in the Mother Country, the supply of
the emigrating class is essentially greater
than it was at the commencement of the de-
cade. The number of emigrants from both
England and Scotland has shown a decided
increase during late years, the number who
emigrated from England in 187o having
been greater than during any previous year
on record, as much as fifteen per cent.
greater than the emigration of 1854, which
up to 1870 had headed the list. The num-
ber of emigrants from Scotland, too, exhib-

its a marked increase, while that from Ire-
land does not differ essentiàlly from the pre-
ceding few years. The increase in England
is due to several causes, chief among which
was, probably, the active exertions of chari-
table associations in London. These, or-
ganized in the first instance with a view of
sending out the very poor who had come
upon the parish for relief, finally adopted
the more sensible method of making a care-
ful selection of such persons as were likely
to succeed in the Dominion, as at once
more just to the emigrant and to this coun-
try. The " Black Friday " of May, 1866,
and the crisis which followed, may be re-
garded as the commencement and the stim-
ulant of this movement for assisted emi-
gration. The leading society is that known
as the British and Colonial Fund, which is
presided over by the Lord Mayor and holds
its meetings at the Mansion House. This
society since its foundation bas expended
upwards of £4o,ooo sterling, and has as-
sisted more than fifteen thousand emigrants
to reach Canada. Associations of working-
men in different parts of the kingdom, known
as emigration clubs, of which the Rev.
Styleman Herring, incumbent of St. Paul's,
Clerkenwell, was the chief promoter, as-
sisted large numbers to emigrate. The East
London FamilyEmigration Society, of which
the Hon. Mrs. Hobart, the Marchioness of
Ripon, and other benevolent ladies were the
chief promoters, and to which they have de-
voted untiring effort, bas also sent to Canada
over two thousand emigrants. This move-
ment, however, from which so much advantage
has accrued in the past, cannot be counted
upon to any considerable extent in the fu-
ture. It was the outgrowth of a temporary
depression in trade in the great metropolis,
and of the policy of the Government in dis-
charging the dockyard hands at Woolwich
and Portsmouth; and the revival of trade,
and the failure of the ernigrants in almost
every case to repay the money advanced to
them, as they pledged themselves to do,
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