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from lier. Acý .'pting- lier nieî
situation as .appointed for lier iii
God's providence, slie set hierseif to
îvritîng lier autobxograply-a task
enjoiined upon lier by La Comîbe,
as lier spiritual director, before lus
own arrest, to correspondence wvitli
friends, and to conîversationî Nvitlî
tlîe feîv visitors wlio wvere adnîitted
to see lier. Shie wvas carefully ex-
amlined as to lier viewvs by two
judges, %vlio, were specially anxious
to ascertain lier attitude to flic
Clîurclî iii lier teaclîinîgs and iii lier
actions. Slîe clainîed to be a good
Catliolie, and it is certain tlîat mn
nîany points, sucli as tlîe adorationî
of the mass, the worsliip of 'Mary,
belief ini purgatory, and a super-
stitious rega rd for relics, suie wvas
far removed froni Protestantisrn.
Nevertlieless, tlîe instinct of tlîe
authorities wvas not at fault, for
lier characteristic doctrine of the
inwardness of religion, of salvation
by faith, if accepted and experi-
ciîced,, is certain to, affect the atti-
tude of men to outward cerenionies
and churcli autlîority. *

With faiiing lîealtlî, tinder very
close surveillance, witlî no prospect
of release, slîe became depressed,
thougli stili kept iii peace. Slîe
has exquisitevly expressed lier pri-
son experience iii thîe familiar littie
poerni

A littie bird I amn
Shut fri the fields of air;

And in iny cage I sit alid sing
To Hiin -who placcd nie theère;

Wcl.l-)easedl a prisoner to be.
Because, niy God, it pleases Thee.

"ouglit have I cisc to (Io;
I sing tie wliole day long;

And He whorn niost 1 love to l)lease,
Doth listen to nmv son-

Ile caugflit axd boiuidf niy wandering wing.
But stili He bonds to hear nie sin"g.

Shoe said to lier judges: I arn a Cathi-
olie ini the substance and spirit, and îot
înierely in the forni and lettex'. Tho Catholie
Clittrch never intendcd that lier chidren
sheuld remiain dead in lier fornis; but that
lier fornms shonfl lie the expression of the
life within theni, rcceived throughi faitli in
Christ."

'fl hast an ear to hear,
A hieart to love and biess;

And(l thouigh Iîny ilotes Nvere e'er so ruIde,
Wonu woiildst îîot heur the less;

J3ecatise Thou know'est, as they fl'al,
That love, swect love, insluiresý thein aIl.

My cage Confines Ile rou1nd(
Abroad I cannot 11k'

But though iiîy wing is closeiy boind,
My her.' t liberty

\Nly priso~~n «vails Caiiot control
TIhe flifht, the freedoin of the soul.

Oh !it is good to soar
These boîts anxd bars above,

To Ilni wlîose purpose 1 adore,
Vhîosc Providence I love;

And in Thy rnighty will to find
'fli joy, the freedomn of the muiid."

Tlirouglî tlie initervenition of a
pious lady, Madanie de Miramioii,
witli Madamie de 'Maintenon, and
of thîe latter îvith the king-, Madame
Guyon wvas released froi i=prison-
ment iii October, 1688. Slie made
lier hionme wvit thîe good 'Madamie
de ?-iramioii, and resumed lier
work of proniotixig lîoliiîess by con-
versation and correspondence, a
great iiîterest luaving, beeiî awak--
cxîed iii lier views and experience
of thîe inner life. In 169o lier
(laugluter (iii lier fifteentlî year)
w'as happily nîarried to tlîe excel-
lent Count de Vaux, and for two
years t'le motlier lived witlî lier
daugliter.

At tlîis point begins tlîe moment-
ous. intercourse of tlîe subject of
our sketch w'itli tlîe illustrious an(l
supreniely eloquent Bossuet, IBisliop
of Meaux, aiid the yet more illus-
trious Fenelou, Arclîbislîop of Cainî-
bray. Tîe former wvas, perlîaps,
the prince of muodern preachers;
tlîe latter, perhuaps, tlîe prince of
muodlern Clîristians. Tlîe former
iîost eloquently defended and ex-

pounded tlîe Clîristiaiî faith; the
latter nîost eloquently lived it.
Fenelon wvas of the lîighest social
rank., hiq position at court as tutor
to tlue lueir-apparent was exalted
and iîifluential; but noune of the
cares or pleasures of luis position
muade huinu otiier tliaî a pure and
hîumble Chiristianu. His eager de-


