PHONETIC

PIONEER.

Shorthand, and yot as legible as Longhand,!?irst Reader (Longley's), using tho cards dur-
is suppliod_in Phonography, the invontion of iug thowhole course = We then put them to
Mr. Isanc Pitmau, of %Imh. It is alrcady used | reading and spelling in & Second Reader of or-
by many thousaud persons in this country and. dinary print, requiring, however, all words to
in America, with perfect fearleseneta for allthe be aunnlyzed by sounds as well as epelled by
common purposes of writing,—for correspon-;letters. ) .

dence, in book keeping, for writing sermons,, Wo meet with rome difficulties.  Ono of the

class took up tho book as if lbfi had been fi

miliar with it, and required snuch less speaial 1ne
struction than other claxes advanced to the sume
powt in the usual method 'Tho only instruction
required of tho teacher was to give the powers
of combination in Jetters with which they wero
not acquainted. There thoy rendily learned,

emays, etc. that are (o be read in public, and greatest iy, not having teachers who under-tand sovn beeame as fluent readers in' the ordis

for reporting the proccedings of law courts|stand the system and the proper mnodes of
and legislative assemblics. Itis a system of applying it; another is, the prejudice of the
Phenetic Shorthand, as rapid and asintelligiblo community.” To remedy tho first, we put our
as gpeech itself; of which it is, ns usc§ jo best female teachers in tho primary depart-

Inary typo asin thatin which they hud been

taught.
Our anxicty was now in regard to slpe]ling.
This, too, was speedily removed, for the pho.

correspondence, an exact picture; and s used ments,and pay them the highest wages. These Inctic class were very soon the best spelless of

in verbatim reporting. a perfectandintelligiblo teachers, with a few exceptions, lave used a

their age in the school  The very irregulari.

cutline. Phonography is based upon a correct, commendable degree of industry in qualifying ttics of the Romanic orthography seemed to aid

and practical analysis of spoken language, and  thrmselies to teach the syetem euccessfully,
represents words as they are really pronounced. and have accomplished this to as great an ex-
There is every reafon to believe that, in the tent as wo cou}d reasonably expect. If the
course of time, it will entircly supersedo Long-!s_\'stcm is pursued another year, wo shall look
hand, except in legal documents, titles of manu- for much wore favorable vesults than we have
script booke, headings of chapters and pages, yet seen: though the results already attained
.lem&::g -words in written indexes, addresses of are much more desirablo than thoso accom-
letters, and parcels, cte.; where the bold ap- . plished by the old method of instruction.
carance of Longhand, in comparison with! To overcome the second difficulty mentioned,
Shorthand, affords greater facilities for refer- the Board puicharcd the hooks and furnished
enco. The following facts may be taken as the classes with them free of charge, and pre-
indications of the future gencral adoption of 'vented tho children from taking them home
Phonography —No one who is practically ac. until they were sufliciemly advanced to read
quainted with the system, ever thinks of em.|them. In this manner we have avoided com-
ploving Longhand when writing 10 a personing in criml.;xlct d\\ith th{:‘ rupul:xr]l)..rq,udiccs in
who bhas a knowledge of the Phonetic Short.,aremarkable degree. Whenintelligent parents
hand slphabet. 'l‘lﬁ’ alphabet of the systemn, (bave witnessed l:he results of tho system in
and the sbility to read it, may he acquired in, their own children, they have juvarably be-
thlrco or four hours’ study. The ability to d;nitc cor‘r;g xt}sl \ramxestt ud\‘ld)c:x]tcs. o i all
Phouography at the rate of twenty words per ‘¢ have not used the eystem in our
minutc%—— eyavemgc rate at whicl{ Longhsx,dpchools long cnough to testits merits in every
is written,—mny be acquired by any one who,particular as t0 its general workings, and only
caun already writo Longhaud, in one month, one of the expernmental classes has been kept
by practising from half an hour to an hour per together  The_ results, however, inthis class,
day By conﬁ(xlmcd practice, incr?‘ascd é‘aci it_y:lhconbidcrn {l't‘xlxr clx.:;:;:plc of tho.wor}qng? of
is attained, and insix months the student of thesystem. 1¢ children cemposing this class
theart isallo to report a slow speaker verba. 'wcrg those who entered theschool for the first
tim, at the rate of a hundred words per minute. 'time, most of them nut knowing ther letters.
One or two mouths’ additionsl practice will,-A few had Leen taught the alphabet, but this
cnable bim to write at the average rate of proved rather an hindrance than an advauntage.
gublic speaking, which is one hundred and The parentage of the hildren was the same
twenty words per minute. as that found in most of our schools—2a mix-
ture of American, German and Irish. The
pupils were taken as they were sent in, with
a view to givo the system a furr test. The
teacher was young, with oniy ore year’s ex-
perience—anassistant in the primary depart-
ment.  She knew nothing of the system as a
means of teaching children tc read ; hence sha
had everything to learn as she advanced with
the class. She however brought to the work
good natural powers, very well cultivated by
study, and a commenduble degreo of earnest-
ness  She had no Jdifficulty in taking the class
thoroughly over the Primer aud First Readerin
the course of tho year.

Wo now came to the point whero wo ex-
peced difficulty. Tho question was scriously
askd, « How shall wo make the transition from
the Fhoncticto tho ordinary print1” It was
induth to make ﬂ?n cxperiment desigoed ;]o :Iu nrst de(crmitl:cd to u;s!(:a 'lfmnlstifon %(:nder.
test tho merits of the phonetic system in toach- By corresponding with the Rev. omas
jog children the ﬁrstphpﬁnciplgs of rcading.:llill, of Waltham,gMass., vwho has spent much
For this purpose _three classes wero unpplicd'thought on this subject, and who has tricd-the
with Longley’s Phogetic Cards and Primer. experiment in the schools of bis place of resi-
Tho experiment was 50 far o success 28 to in- dence, we were assured that such a reader was
ﬂbucncg the Bé)nrd ?n adtgpt é};l(_e];ystcm for uz:]l r}x?o;dnecsyss‘::r,{i’x hw?h thtt:_nthpu‘t:hls!;ebb"svS%oan
the primary departments, ildren on enter-| Reader in o hands of the . We havo
ing tho sc)fool :I:ro required to spend the first used the reader for years in our schools. The
yesr in learning to read Phonoty;y. In this first two weeks removed all our anxictiy asto
&ime wo tako them through the Primer andlt.he difficulty in tho way of transition. The

Frotn the Illnoss ‘Teacher.

Phoretic Instruction on |

All who aro Interested in inquiring into tho,
true merits of phonetic teaching as a means of |
introduction to our literature in its present
dress, will bo interested in the following letter

from the Superintendent of Public Schools in
Syracuse, l\lY
Orrfice oF Tix Boarn oF Epvcatioy,
Svracusg, November 26, 1858.
Ma. Jxo F. Braoxs—Dear Sir ; Your let.
ter of tho 20th inst. is before me. Itis with
plessure 1 reply to your inquiries.
One year ago the Board of Education was

them in learning to spell With these poiuts
settled favorably, we considered the cxperi-
ment a perfect success.

Tho following is & summary of some «f the
results of the experience in this elass:

Ist. A distinctness of articulation never be-
fore obtained. This is so marked a1 d uniforin
that the most delicate ear will find it difficuts
to detecmiue the nytronality of the pupii by any
pecuharity of accent.

2d. Independence is getting out the pronvpe
ciativn of new words.

3cd. A raiiunal and practical knowledge of tLo
relation of letters to words.

4th. Anincreastd tacilivy in learning to spell,
To this ight be added . An increased activity
of mind, induced in the child by the factthat
every stef of the process by which he has tearns
ed to read has been intelligible to himself.

I was induuced to bring this clacs before our
Teacher’s Association at last mesting. The cx-
amination tken had showed conclusively tho fore-
goiog results.  Wishing to subject the class to
the severest test possible, 1, without the knowl-
edge of the temcher, procured another Reader
and put it into the hands of the class. It proved
to be much more difficult than ti ¢ one they were
usiig, and the class never saw the book until
it was put in their hands. I expected a falure,
but was must agrecably disapponted, for every
member of the class was able to read thr first
picce opened to with a distinciness of uttcrance
and & propriety of pronunciation which might
well be imitated by most teachers,

I have aiready been twore leagihy than lin-
tended. Butl hope our success, imperfect as it
is, may cncourage others to adopt the system.
I have not attempted to advance opinions or
theoties in this matter, butto give the practical
workings of the system so far as we have tried it.

I remain yours very truly,
GEQ. L. FARNHAM, Supennfendent.
- >

PHONLTIC Ass0CiaTioN.—A list of the new members of
the Association should have appeared in the present No.,
but we have now notspece suflicient. See next resue.

———ee——

‘Terxs o 1z Poxxea~For ous copy ohe ycar, 23
cents.  For six eopics to different addresses $1.00. For
sevento ono addrcss $1.00. For ihirteen 1o diferent ad-
dresscs, $2,00. For sixtern 10 one address, 32,00, For
€ty to one address. $5,00,

Tus RerortEr'sCoxranion.—A complete guide
to the scquirement of “etbatim Repoiting.—
Price, 31,

Tus Punasx Boox.— A Vocabulary of Phrase.
ography, or sentences that ;way be wristen with-
out liftiog the pen ; with a key. Price, in cloth
binding, $1.

Tux Teacuxr~—a book cf directions to persons
wishing to become Phonograpbic Teachers ; wni-

ten .wnd printed in the Corresponding Style.—
Price, $1,15. .



