382

THE CHURCH ‘TIMES.

The «ﬁburih ey,

" HALIFAX. SATURDAY. NOV. 26, 1853.

. Ustivo States.

Our exchanges (rom thi« quacter have furnished am.
ple details of the proceed nysof tte (General Conven.
tion of tho I. E. Churcl:. which met at New Yoik last
month, and continued .nv session for nearly three
weeks.  Tha proceedinge were vety interesting, but

“aro {00 voluminous for ovr 1 mited epace.

The Delegation from 11 Church of England formed
a novel and interesting featnro in tho scene, and the
distinpuished members of i+ 1eceived every mark of
public and private considi ration.  Their departure is
very feelingly alluded to it tho Report. There were
also present delegates froms the Diocese of Toronto, for
Vhe parpose of returniny thanks to the American
Church for the couttesice shewa to the agent for
Trinity College, and for the liberat vesponse, to the
amount of $10,000, whict: waa made to Lis appeal in
liobalf of that Institution.

Among the important muasures of the aession was the
Appointment of two Mirsion.ry Bishops, one for Cali-
fornia and the other for Oreson. The Rev. Dr. Kip
of Albany, has been alren:!+ consecrated for the for
mer district, The Rev. T. i, Scott, of Georgis, bas
been named for Oregon, but has not degided on accep-
tance.

The osual Pastoral Letter from the Bishops to the
whole Church, was isucd at the close of the Conven-
tion. Tt is a document r jlete with wisdow, and
-breathing in every line the s« nuine spirit of the Gos-
‘pel. W wish that our ligliss would admit of its en-
tire transfer to our volumus hut we must content our.
-solves with a-few extracts, which we are sure will be
acceptable to our readers.

-..-The recent deposition of i-liop Ives for his defection
to Rome, and the various opinions of the Church, are
Abus notiged

* We earnestly hope that the record of this deposi-
tion may conclude the list of apostates to the Remish
Cotimunion, For severa) yrars past our branch of the
Cherch of CovisT, as wei' us our parent Church of
England, has been barassed t v the advacacy of doe
trines, and of ceremonial olscrvauces, leading ia the
same direction. Tho movem nt was commenced vnder
the fmposing counsels of fearsed and plous men, but
possessed of more fancy and I+ «ling than of sound jud,e-
ment and discretion. It has F.een continued mainly by
men of similar characteristics ; men whosq prurient im-
aginations requircd the grai tiewtion of an imporing
ceremonial in religion, and whose morbid yearnings
after greater holiness, leed thom to scek for it in the as-
cetivism of the Church of Raou e.

* The agitations which bave thus disturbed the

ace of the Church within the last ten years, bave

en most deplorable in their consequences.  Brethren
in the honds of tha Church, who should have lived to-
gether in harmony and love. and whosa only strife
should have been, who shoulid «io most for tho clucida-
tion and extension of their comtuon faith, have learned
to look upon each other with «hstrust ; to doubt ecach
other's sincerity ; to agaravate each other's supposed
errors; to ascribe to vach other's opinions consequen-
wes wlich the holders of those apinions would utterly
disavow ; and thus, instead of regarding them merely
as illogical reasoners, they bave learned to brand them
as corrupt in doctrine.

“ The Church Press, too, aud especially its periodi-
eal press_ has had its share in this uncharitable work.
We have no desire, indecd, to curb the legitiniute free-
dowm of the Prese; but we wouid rejoice 1o sce a self-
restraint exercised in repard to its bitterness and li-
centiousness. We are aware that important tyuthes are
eometimes elicited, and more frequently austained by
free discussion. But we deplore he exhibition of all
uncharitable feeling, and the use of all censorioutness
of language.

‘ The principles of sonnd churchmanship bave no

" inberent tendency to Rumanisn, or tothe opposite ex-
treme.  As they are deduced from the lioly Scriptures,
and exbibited in the Articles, Lirurpy, and Prayer
Book, they stand in happy eqmbbrivm. It is ouly
when one doctrine or office in maznufied at the expense
of the rest, that the equitibriva 1x destroved,  ‘The
tendencies to error and to extremes lis in part in the
different constitutions of men: in the diversitien of
their tempers, education, and prejudice, and not in the
system of Christianity itvelf,  Soie men rest upon the
doctrinal soundness of their reli; on ; others on its prac-
tical developments. Somo an- .tisposed greatly to
magnify the efficacy of the Sa. riuments; others have
been equally inclined to deprecate their efficacy. The
only remedy for all these extreaes is to receive and

hold the doctrines of Scripture, and their sumsmary in

the Prayer Book, in due proportion, and not to may-

:lhlfy oue doctrine or precept at the expense of ano-
er.

¢ Again, there are differences amnong Churchmen
arising out of the different schools of Theology in
which they have been trained, and still other differan-
ces arising out of the various systems of metaphysics on

. which the different systems of Theology ars based.

Now, in all these casen,'a roasonable latitude of tolera-
tion shiould boallowed. It is fapossible to make all
men think alike; and s0 long ss thiey will reccive, in

ood fasth, the doctrines of lﬁe Gospel, as they are ex-
f.aun.-a in tho Prayer Book, a charitable indulgance
should be extended to minoe differencen, ariving from
natural temperament, or from the projulices of edu-
cation.
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The Church contains in hor apostolic organization
tha elements of hur perpetual unity, and the sure n eans
of composing avery vialation of her barmony. We
must appesl to hier staudard, and to the sense in which
she Liersell regarde it. Nou mere Dlﬂf' in the Church
can claim thie right to be the expounder of her foith.—
Mere * man-followers” and the dirciples of pacties,
aro notto be refrarded as her organs. ~ Hér authorita-
tive voice speaks only through her standards,

** But thodgh the Churuh is an unit, and speaks always
the eams language, there are, notwithstanding. many
mewmbers in this one body ; and, as among many men
there must bo diversitivs of intellect, as well as var-
fous modes of edubation, it naturally iappens that there
should be some diversity in their apprebionsion of the
Church, . :

* The Bishops, however, fully believe that this diver.
sity is not r0 great as is rometitnes imagined. They
are penuade:f that much of the autpo.«-d difference
of apinion arises from mero misapprehension.  Such is
the poverty of lanpuage, and such are the various con-
ditions of the minds of men, that different individuals
attach ditferent meanings to the same words. Words
themselves, too, may be equivocal, or they may-become
s0 by different conventional rigniications which have
been aitached to them in some way. The scicnee of
‘Theology has become peculiarly technical ; and differ-
ent schools and different denominations of Christians
have each their peculiac Shibloleth, which tb- - ad-
bere to with great tenacity. Men who are candidlly
disposed, are therefore lisble to misunderstand one ano-
ther ; and the evil is greatly increased where captious
and fault-finding tempers are concerned.

* To preventmisunderstandiogs, then, it would be
wise to avoid using. ourselves, sych equivocal words and
rhrases in our communications, and {o cultivate a can-
di} and charitable disposition, that we may nnt unjust-
13 misapprehend the meaning of others.
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Inregard 19 baplismal Regeneration, much of the
contraversy, which ¢xists arises from the use of equivo-
cal words, and from misspprebension.  Parties attach
entirely different meanings to the word regeneration,
and ascribe to each other opinions which Lzta would
disavow. In proof of this, wo may remak that all par-
tics are ready to receive the doctrine as it is sot forth
in the Prayer Book, and as it is expressed in the Scrip-
tures,

4 Instead, then, of spendinggur strenath in unprofi-
table disputcs about words, which only gender strife,
it were better to devote our energies to the explaration
of the great and fundamental doctrines of the Gospel,
and to the cenforcing of thew saving efficacy on the
bearts and conariences of men.  The Jamentable fall
of our first parents, and the natural corruptness of all
their desrendants; the way of Salvation, devised by
Infinite Wisdem. through the mediation and atone-
ment of Jists Cisist ; the necessity of a sincere re-
pentance for all our sins; or of lively faih in the
atoning sacrifice of Cuni~t ; of an active obedience 1o
all divine commands ; the necessity and efficacy of the
Holy Sucrminents, as means of arace ; the indwelling
influence of the Holy Spiz, for the sanctifving of
our hearis, and the renewing of our natures; these
are themes which may wwell call forth the warmest af-
fectig@s of our hearts, and the best enersies of our
mind, and which, instead of gendering hitterness and
strifv, are caleulated to fill the heart with the parest
Christian charity.  This is a work in which all may co-
operate with hecity zeal-—in which all may assist in
building up the Cliurch inthe most holy fiith. But
the world around are pervaded by forms of error,
against which nothice bat active controversy can be
successful, It should be a controversy, hatvever, dic-
tated and mod fird by Jove. On theone hand we be-
hiold an all-graspung Romanism, which gives no quar-
ter, allows no truve, hut demands an uncondintonal
sulanission.  On the other hand are various forms of
error, still pervaded, more or less, by the trae spirit
of Christianity, but constantly hreaking into frarments,
and steadily teading 1o Jatiudinatianism and infidelity,
Amid these erratic tendencies, the best hopes of Chris-
tiznity ave centered in the Chureh of Eunalangd, and in
the Protestant Church of the United Siates.

On the subjeer of vhe defective supply of ministerial
Iabeur, the remarks of the Bishops wero applicable to
the Colouial. firld, no less than 10 their awn.

¢t In looking ovir the addressesof our Bishops in the
journals af thewr reapective Consventions, we find a
general complant of the want of mare cleraynen,
and instead of the candulates for orderw increastug in
number, @ proporiion tothe ragmd increase of the
Church, it 1s believed that their number is actually
diminishing. The prosperity of our country in all
kinds of secular business,and the prospect of wealth
and distinetion held out to young men of taleats and
cducation, may in part account for thin result. But
it must be admitted as generally true, that the pecu-
niary conpensation of the clergy is entirely inadequate
to their comfortable support, and that it has by uo
means kept pace with the increased expanses of liv-
ing. It is, then, incumbent on the Church first to do
jastice in this mattcr, and then to take measures to

increase the number of candidates for boly orders.—

There arcstrong worldly obstacles in the way of this
incresso ; bul they can be overcome by wisdom, zeal,
and liberality. The cletgy can do much by directing
the minids, of pious and promising young men to the
samo sacred office ; pious parents may co-operato
with the clerpy in _this good work, 1fa young man
posseasing the requisite qualifieations, hasfot the peen.

‘niary ability 1o procure an education, a wealthy triep)

or the parish to which he belongs, may contribure ¢o
lns support ; or, what is still beiter, may found a per.
manent scholmship. A wealthy and “piovs parent
may acknowledgs the Rrovidcnce of GOD towardy
him by devoting one of his sons to the sacred mip.
istry ¢ or ifthe son shenld decline the work, he ma

redeem him according 10 the principle of 1be old gip-
pensation, by educating some suitable young wan ip
his place. Indeed, thire seems at present hittle pro.
bability of affording any adiquate rupply  to the rank,
of the ministry. unles young men of talent and piery
shall be eelected from the leas ambitions walks jn
life, and be educated in whole or in part by individua
or hy parochial amisiunce. Tho establihments of
scholarshipe, then, the permanent, o¢ temporary, of
botlr, appears to be called for among the first work,
of the Churcl.  Somo of the most distinguished Jigl1
of the Church of Englaud have been educated in thi
way, and we shall do well to follow so guod and ir.
etructive an example.”

In connexipn with the late gatherings of the Churcl
in New York, a young member of one of our own con-
grepations thus wrote:—

s 1 attended the openin of the Diocesan Convep.
tion of this State, (INew York,) sbout a fortnight since,
The scrmon was preached by Bishop Spencer, lyty
English Bishop of Madras, who bas been obiiged 1o
leave India on account of ill bealth. A hundied s
twenty-four Clerpymen of this Diocess vicre presen,
besides many from neighbouring Staten, The wholy
lower part of thy Church was occupied by them, wih
the lay delepates from tl'e several parishes, and men.
bers of the Theological Stmiumy in New York. Yoy
cannot think what & beautilul effect the- responine
part of the service bad, when repeated by them as wih
one voice, Tcould compare it tonotbing but the sned
of many watess. Then the opening of the Genend
Convention of all the Bishops, and great numbers of
the Clergy, from all parta: of the Union, was evn
more impressive. . Burl find I can only give 3oa the
facts, the feelings occasioned by these very interestis
services canuot by me be communicated in words {
can only say as l{iahop Spencer said of the Geoeni
Convention, “itwasadsy very much to be nme-
bered.” There were present thirty-five Bishops, and
it is supposed that thery has been five hundred clerg.
men in the city during the convention. Awong the
was a delepation frow England, all of whem 1 bave
heard addresses frem. 1 was mich Slvm(d with tfe
address of Bishop Mudley, of Frederic.or. 1 haw
been at several missonary meetings, which bave beey
very iuteresting. Wast 1 have buen woet |leand
with in them was an address from Mr. ‘Toup,a Uhinent
candidate for orders ; bLis accout of bimseit’ was vy
affecting.”

 Rev. Dr. PotTrn, Chairman of the Committee ap
poinited 10 escort the Enelish Delepation 1o Jerses Ciyy,
reported that going on boasd the seamer 1he Coom-
tec tnade a few briel adiesses, which were eloquenly
replied 10 ; aml he would 1ot be discharging hus daty
as Chairman of that Committee, it be did not erde.
vor 1o convey to 1l e Convenuon son.o of the freliny,
expressed by the Engish delegation towarda this Cos-
veation, the Cuurch, and ibe trierds that they ever.
where met. e felt it geod to be there, and te
thought that the members of that House, if presers
woull also find it wood to be there. ‘The panmg
words of the Rev. Dr. ®PENCER were : * Assoonss]
weet my taauly, 1 will never neslect at my fady
altar to pray that our sister Church in Americamy
be blewced, and supported, and exterded in her g
work.by the Almighty Gon.” Apchideacon SixcLin.
—that ‘most loving and loveable man. who hasibe
power ot working spon the hearts of all as upontls
heart of ene man,~wanl : » It sometimes bappens by
the more aman tinls, the less he is able to expresn—
In the different parts of this conntry, 1 lave wde
inends whose good wishew | hope ta retain, not aalt
momy tame in s workd, but to all etermty,” The
speaker considorcd that the Awerican  Church, by @i
mntercommunication, vcenpicd a higber and,_gm&«’
position than vier.”

AN AL AN AN el ‘.’\f\‘\\;

Is any one should say that it is unhocomingte ptd
Tish what follows, our excuse must be, that complimentsts
the Church ‘Timex being scarce, and blows rather thiek,
*ve - ould not decling the application of a little plaiter,
in the shape of the following exte. . t trom ¢the leterofss
esteeined Subscriter of known picry and good taste—
« May Take the Biberty of exprasing tny acknowleds
ment of the ubiliry, liberality. and ¢ hristian témper, wib
which you have condueted our Church paper, and oy
conviction that if it continues under your editorship, ¥
must win for itse!f & permanent footing amengs &
Chiurchmen ip this Diocese. I thank you for rohesr
Iy espousing the cause of Temiperance. It is :?H‘
work, but stil a- the canse of Truth and the ally of Re-
ligion, it roust and will prevail.”
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&5 We are sorry t0 olwerve that the Rev. End
Hawkins was unabls to retorn to England with the
other members of the Delegution, heing détained ¢
New York by the‘illuess of Mrs. Hawking. - = *-




