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THE LEGISLATURE.
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Ox Thuraday noxt the 20th inst. the Provincial
Parlinment will be convened in Halifax. Al par
tng Inok forward to their deliberations with nuxious
feclinge. A great erisis in our history has certuinly
arrived,

It is to be hoped that politieal steife, and selfish
fectings, will not mar the prospeet before us. nor
hinder the adoption of those great works so long in
sontewaplation, and already begun around us. It is
surely a timo for the exerciso of fervent prayerin be-
half of our Legislators as directed by our Churel,—
¢ that tind would bo pleased to divect and prosper all
their consultations, to the advancement of His glory,
the good of Ifis Church, tho safety, honour and wel-
faro of our Sovereign and this Province ; that all
things may bo s0 ordered and settled by their endea:
vours, upon the hest and surest foundations, that
peace and happiness, truth and justico, religion and
pioty, may bo established among us for all gencra.
tions.” Tt will bo our endeavour to givo as full an
account of the proccedings of the Session as our space
will permit.

T N e

SABBATH DESECRATION.

Tt streets of Halifax on Sundays, at the usual
hours for worship, are generally thronged with old
and young, on their way to their respeetive Churches
and Chapels, thus giving the appearance at all
events, of reverence for tho day of God. Not so
was it in the vicinity of the Town, on Sunday last.
The Lake above Mr. Hosterman’s, was Ficzuly cov-
ered with skoters, with their hurlies, and the small
spots of ice available on the N. W. Arm were simi-
larly occupicd, to the great peril of those upon it.

"'he roud leading mn that dircction, was filled with
persons of all ages, going towards the place of sport;
and wo regret to add, that well dressed females
were to bo scen in vonsiderable numbers on the
shores, enjoying the scene,—while the vile efusia,
from hundreds of cigars, polluted the pure atmos-
phere of heaven, for a considerable distanee around.
Al this too, during the hiowrs of Divine Service.

1t is not improbable, that on the other side of the
lLarbour, similar scenes were presented, utterly at
variance with the 4$th commandment, and exceed-
ingly painful to overy serious mind. There was a
large proportion of young people, among those whom
we were serry to see in the quarter first named ; and
we would earnestly call the attention of ninisters,
parents and guardians, to this Jamentable fact ; and
we would invoke their aid, as well as that of these
clothed with civil power, to check, if possible, this
outrageous violation of decency, aud breach of
the Sabbath. They say we are living in days
of astonishing progress, and that our fathers
were a3 nothing compared to us their precocious
sons. It may be questioned however whether such
is the case in reference to the present subject. In
old times the hn7s of the Sahbath, and not the small
pa- oniy, spent within the Church doors, was con-
sidered koly. Then, Parents and Masters and
** Dames™ used to look after the young fulk. aud
catechise them, and keep them around them.—
‘Then, one could walk the streets without being as-
~aulted by the curling fumes of the nasty weed, or
annoyed by knots of leungers at every corner. In
old times, we bad a law, that Clhurchwardens should
o their rounds during Divine Service, to clear pub-
lic houces, and disperse idlers in the streets. We
know not whether this good clause has been * re-
Tised” out of the new volume which now guides us,
but there is one place in the Province where it has
been observed to the present time—the Town of
Tuncnburg, where the wholesome cffect of the prac-
tice has long been felt.  While touching on this
subjeet it may not be amiss to point out, as fitting
marks for a policewan’s grasp, the urchins who after
evening service, annoy by their shouts, improper lan-

guage, and disorderly conduet, thoso curaing out of
tho north door of St. Paul’s Churel, around which
they congregato for mischicf. Tt would bo welt to
mako no examplo of o score of these, and quictness
would prohabily bo the result.

B e T I S S VLo VIR

@5 Tho intelligenco received by, the last packet,
of unother chunge of Ministry at home, wus not whel-
1y unexpeeted, notwithstanding the trivmphant ma.
jority which sustained them on tho fiest Division of
the Session.  Pnet experience does not justify the
expectation of tho leng continuance of a Qovernment
formed without thoso prineiples of coliesion which na-
turally belong to men long trained in the same polit-
ieal school, and aceustomed to et in unison in all
great questions of national polioy.

T the new Ministry wo fiud unquestionably men
of th first order of talent and statesmanship, somo of
them long practised in the business of Government,
while otlier numes sound new to us on this side of tho
water.  We are most nearly intarested in the charae.
tor and fitness of tho person selecterd for tho virtusl
sovercignty of tho Colonial Dependencics of the Ern-
pire. 1t isto Lo hoped that the change, us regunds
this functionary, will not aperato to the disadvantpge
of this or tho other British North American Colonics,
by retarding tho progressof those gruut worke, which
aro now aboutto boundertuken,  But it ean handly
be otherwieo than highly inconveniont to Colonial in.
terests, overwhelming in amount, aud complicated in
their naturo as these are, to have such frequent
changee in the Department entrusted with their ma-
nagement.

We shall look with anxicty for the next intelli-
geneo, which will probably convey some idea of the
amount of favour with which the Miuistry aro regar-
ded by the country.

WA AL e et AT AW S AL A

43" In the last number of the deadian Recorder,
which by tho way is one of tho best conducted of our
City papers, wo observe thut C. W. TFairbanks, Fsq.,
C. E., is agnin endeavoring to awaken publiz atten-
tion to the impoitance and feasibility of a Canal, in
tho Ysland of Capo Breton, which has been frequent-
Iy the subject of discussion before. It would appear
from Mr. Fairbanks’ statement, (and he doubtless
completely understands the bearings of the whole
matter) that a comparatively trifling sum only, is re-
quired to secure, by the completion of this canal,
lusting advantages of the most important kind, to that
fine Island in particular, and to the Province at largo.
Being strong advocates for whatever may developo
tho resources of our country, so richly endowed by
the Creator, we cordially wish suceess to the project
in question.

There is another of a kindred character, which the
same gentleman aroused from its slumbers some time
since, but which scems in danger of again relapsing
into forgetfulness. Wo mcan tho Skubenacadie Cu-
nal, so long talked of, ouco so near completion, and
still promising, by the connexion of the wuters of our
harbour with those of the Basin of Minas and the Bay
of Fundy, great advantages to the Capital, und a rea-
sonnble return to any who may he spirited enough to
embark their dead thousands in the enterprise.

One can hardly drive along the Eastern road with-
out wonderment, that the track so clearly pointed ont
by Nature for the easy transit of thoso productions
which abound ia the interior of the country, and of
those commadities required from the City in exchange,
should have remained so long unavailable. Howev-
er, we hope we shall all wake up by and bye.

There are signs about Blucnose’s oyolids, which
indicate that his sleep is nearly over, and, us it has
certainly continuod long enough, in all conseience for
the purposcs of refreshinent, it may be hoped that he
will soon go to work, with renovated strength 2. ati-
vity, having a good deal upon his hands.

P T AANAL WANNANNANANASNS NSNS

&5 We notice in a late list of Clerical appoint-
ments in England, the name of the Rev. Sir Georgo
Prevost, Bart. to be Rural Dean of Dursley, Glou-
cestershire.  He is the only son of a former Governor
of Nova Scotia bearing the same name, and still re-
membered with affectionato respect by the older por-
tion of our community.

~ CoNVocaTION.

W find-in tho Ecelesiastical Gazelle for Docem-
ber, the proceedings at large of the tie Iouscs of
Convocation lately votrvened as custoniary in Jondon.
Onr space will not pennit usto do more then extrart
the following Address to Tler Majesty, which was e
greed upon by both Branches :—

o Madam,— W, your Majosty’s faithful subjerts,
the Archbishope, Dishups, aml clergy of the provinew
of Canterbury, assenbled in Convocntion, tnost huine
bly uplnmnch your Majesty with respectitl asurance
of'loyad affection to your Mnjesty’s throny and person.
Aud wo desire to add our sincare congratulations that
dinee tho last ovearion when we onjoved o sinular prie
viteaw, it las pleased Alwighty God to bless both yow
Mujesty ' royal fanily nm{;lhc country ot large with o
measnre of prosperlty which demands our warmest
thankfulness,

“ Your Majesty hins been graciously pleased to atate
to your assemnbled Parlinment that your Majesty liaw
received assurances of a disposition on the part of fors
eizn powers to maintain thoso friendly w!nnons witle
thiscountry which bave alrcady boen prolonged le.
youd all former example. And never, perbnps, way
there utimo when the inbabitants of this land woere
wore generally  prosperous, more willingly obedient 1o
the laws, or nioreloyally affvcted towards the throne.
It is our varnest prayer to Almighty God that Ile will
continuv to ourselves, and extend to  all natione, the
blesrings of peace and unity.

* Hure wo carnestly desire to ansure your Majesty
of utir decp symyathy with the sorvow which your Ma.
Jjesty b so praciously oxpressed—a sorrow which i«
even shared by foreign nations—for the loss which the
empire is now mourning, in the death of that great
warrior and statetunan to whom, above all, it has been
owing, under God's all-ruling Providence, that we bave
enjoyed this long and unprecedented peacs and pros
perity,  We assure your Majosty that wo prize, shove
the splendourof Lis preatest exploits, that high sens:
of duty which led his to devote all his fheulties to the
awrsice of his Sovereign anid his country, and to  value
his most plorious victorics chictly as thuy sceured a last-
ting peace.

#'The subjeet, howover, in which your Majesty will
expect usto feel the deepest interest iy tho state of re-
limion in this Jand. And hero there ismuch to encon-
rago, whilst there isalso mych to lament, and much
that we hope gradually t0 amend. Great exertions
have beon inade during the laxt thirty-six years, with a
desire of providing the means of a?iritunliuslrucﬁon for
a population increasing beyond all former experivnce.
Much has been done by the awakened liberality of in-
dividuals, assisted by recent legislative measures, to-
wanls enabling the Chureh to fulfil the ends of hier di-
vine mission. Much however still remains to berdone 5.
and we assure your Majesty that our heartiest endea-
voury shall be used to rvlieve, wherever they exist, the
spiritun] wants of the population. We feel a vonfident
gcrsu:\sion that thesc our ¢ndeavours will be scconded

y the pious and ready co-operation of our lay brethren
in the Church. In connexion with this subject we
canuot but observe, that although the population of
England aud Wales has been doubled in the last half
century, the number of Fuglish aud Welsh Bishops
remains nearly the same asit was three centuries azo
—a state of things te which we beg respectiully to in-
vite your Majesty’s consideration.

« Ve trust, however, that if the Church has been
unable to accomplish all that might Yo desired, it has
yet aiven no slight proof of activity 'and power.  Few-
er churches were built during tho whole of the Inst
century than are now chnsecrated to the servir¢ of Ged
in every suceessive year. Inadequate as ase still the
means of providing Christian education for the inerd .-
ing numbers who requive it, we thankfully acknow.
ledun that great efforts have been made forits exter-
sion and improvewent. L

* And preat and painful as are the privations ui
many of ynur Majesty's poorer subjects in onr crow.l-
od citivs, it must he a peculiar source of satistaction 1o
vour Majesty that, under the continuous and active
encouragement of your Majesty's ilfustiions comart,
institutions have been formed, and are daily forming,
torinerease the comforts of the labouring classes, and
10 improve their moral and sovial comdition ; and,
all true charity has its origin in religious principle, we
trust that in this iustance also proof has been given of
the influence of that faith which it is the duty of the
clergy to inculeate and waintain amongst the people
entrusted to their clarze. For whatever has beea
done or intended of good, we desire to give God the
alory through our Lord Jesus Christ, being deeply
conscious of the imperfection of all aur endeavoure.

« In thus referring 10 the subjects which appear to
us especially to concern the well-bring of the Churely,
we cannot omit to speak of those deliberative functions
of this Convocation which many members of air
Church desire to see again called into acti- ¢ exvreisr.

w-\Wedo unot, indeed, deem it advisable, at the pre-
sent moment, to petiion  your Majesty for yowr yoyal
licence to transact such business as we may not entos
upon without it ; but we think it our duty respe«tfully
to express our conviction bothe that its legislative us-
semblics are an ersential and most important rart ol
the constitution of our Reformed Chureb, anc that the
circumstances of the present day make it als ¢ mose
ymperative to preserve, anq, as far po.whl. + 10 3m-
prove themn, and more particutarly that the n sumpticn
of their active funttions, in such manner as your AL -
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