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L o foreign country (Belgium) to our own, was,
Bat 1 was coming out of a rehigious country to one
findifference 5 the epen Churches of the furmer, the
I.;.-equcnz services, the constant worshippers, the
Wemn ceremoniad, the collected air of the clergy
o their ministrations, the indubitable devotion and
pverence of the peovle, their unhesitating confi-
face in their Church, has nothing approaching
w a counterpart with us ; I hnow nothing more dis-
vartening (I speak of the effect produced upon
ayself) than a return to England after some ume
went in Catholic countries; cvery thing seems so
careless, so irreverent, so dead 5 w:th all my heart |
wsh, and especially for my clildren’s sake, that 1
wuld sce i this couutry some approximation to the
wmemnily, reverence, devotion, and earnestness
which I have witnessed abroad.

All this may scem harsh towards my own country,
md my own Church, but they are nevertheless the
mpressions which I have derived from what I have
wei ;3 1 am of codarse hable to be swayed by preju-
dice as well as others, but so far as I know myself,
ny prejudices, both those of education and of faumly

connexion, were all the other way, and L fvel they,

hive been overcume by facts which were nresisui-
ble. _
I have now given you what you asked for, my

mpression of the Church on the Continent, aud you |
are quite at hiberty to make what use you please of;

it Believe me, dear Ward, 4

Youis furthfully,

LETTER Ih

My dear Ward,

One of the first things that struck me in France,
indeed it 1s obvious 1o any one—was the behaviour
of the people in thé Churches. There was some-
thing whi¢h one saw at once to be quite of another
kind from that correct demeanour which a sense of
propriety dictates. A general sense of the purpose
for which we go to Church, and due consideration
for others, will lead to a regulated and attentive
conduct when there. But an attitude of active
devotion cannot be mistaken for this; and to see,
as you never fail to do on entering any Church,
lazge or small, in France, many of the lowest class
wrapt in that visiblo absorption of mind which
shows at once that a real communication is going
on between the soul and Ged, is indeed a cheering
sight—a spirit of prayer and supplication is seen to
belong as much now as ever to the body of the
Christian people. Ofien the posture of the worship-
per is careless, and would little meet the taste of
those who dwell with rapture on the forms of middle
age art, or whose ideas of prajer are formed on such
representations as in “the offensive archesoligical
jargon are called ¢ a St Francis nimbed'— the regu-

Ypon shy whels, iy last inpression, on rcturniug[

lations of the Church may be thought irreverential,

the system of chairs iatroduces & continual traffic,
and the never-ending circuits of a noisy beadle,
rattling the muney he is collecting, sadly breaks up
the ideul sume are apt to form of the still aud solemn
ceremonial —with all this, there is that in the
appearance of the people which shuws at unce that
they come there not from cariosity, from halut, or
frotn fashion, but for a defimte act to join heast and
soul at the great sacrifice in commuuion with the
faithful living and dead. Fashion may carry the
French to sermons, but not to Mass or to private
prayer in the Church. The theory of Cathulicism
may be fashionable, but subanssion to its rules and
practice is very far from being. It is not many
years since a priest could not appear in his habit in
the streets of Puris without risk of isult~-~and the
king himself, though suspected of guing privately,
durst not go publicly to Mass, for fear of lusing lus
character for good sense. ‘The increase of popula-
rity of the clergy, the crowds of intcilectual young
men, lawyers, and students of the University, who
flocked to Notre Dame in"Advent lust to hear Lacor-
daire--signs of a hange of feeling in the public
which the Frezch"Citholic press is never tired of
proclaiming—-these are’ the iere ebb and flow on
the surface—far more wg‘gunble is that genuine old
Christian leaven deep’ in the heart of the couniry
popalation, which even the Revolution could not
root out, quite distinguishable from that fickle
patronage which the present generation is disposed
to a vislonary middle-age, theory. 1 felt .much le-s

- |satisfaction in secing a crowded audience in Paris

listening to a favourite preacher,"ﬂlan in entering
early in the morning a villoge Church in a distant
provinge, -and seeing the country people drop in
before going to work for n{ew.minutes of private
devotion. ‘Lhis was the genuine product of the reli-
gion—-the harvest where St Martin had sown.

T'he same practical air was visible where T least
expected it. 1 had fancied a procession as mevely
ornamental ; a poetical portion of the ceremonial
intended to aid and captivate the imagination. 1
was struck, therefore, with the business-like air it
wore. Those engaged in it seemed performing a
real act of devotion, to which they were given up,
the assembly accompanying them with their prayers
—the one party not thinking of edrairing, the other
uot aiming at effect.

Every one notices the subdued, regulated manner
almost universal in foreign priests. This arises from
their habitual consideration of the Divine presence.
It must be a very superficial observer who can think
it accounted for by the constraint of the peculiar
habit. But it is not any matter of surprise that they
should be able to preserve this, when one sees the
education they go through for the Priesthood. The
Seminary of St Sulplice is the principal establish-
ment for this purpose, ‘Many persons are offended
at continually recurring comparisons between our
own -institutions, ‘and the corresponding Catholic
ones, and altsibdte such to = fretful, captious spirit,



