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Çl4ristmas '1f rade
Our Stock is now compiete in r,11 Unes of Fane y Goods and Toys foi- thle FMi' and
Holiday Trade.Mirrors, Bronzes, Vases, Frames, Fokiing Leatiie l )resilgCss

Fians; Portfolios, Albums, etc., in great vai iety. Pre tdWaisiskChristmas
Trc Oramntsand~Vx TpeS. Maigie Lanterns, fr-oi toy oIICS to large us fui

ones. Rockinig Ilorses, Sieds, etc. Doils, in ail makes and sizes. Moutil Organs,
Violins, Accordeons, and othier musical gouds. Clîrisîmas cards, Iiookiets, Poy Iio0oks,
etc. Orderâ und correspondence solicited.

4:1 Princess Street,

Blusiness Situation in Briis
Columnbia.

It is diflicuit te sîoak et the trade and
industries o! B3ritish Columbia just now
without its seunding lika boom talle, and
difficult te crowd iuto sruall space information
baaring on the rapid devolopment et the
country. If it wore niot for certain cheoks te
trade and commerce Blritish Columbia would
ho double the population shte is at present.
Ganaraily and very hriehiy the situation mnay
ho sized up as foilows: In the luimber indus-
try accordinL- te R. H. Alexander, managr
ef the 1Iastiiigs miii, who is probabiy the best
authority on such inatters in British Colum-
bia, the demaîîd for lumbor is vory great sud
censtautiy iiicreasing and ne complainit ean
be made on that score, but ewing te the
annoying comnpetition oit the toast, lumber is
StUR sold at unremuneratiNe prices. Peru.
Chili. and avent Australia mnust bîîy B3ritish
Columbia lumbor and the demand would bo
just as lioavy at 31.00 more per thousand as
it is now, but owing ta the cut throat policy
ef the lumbor milîs ont tha ccmst thora i-; ne
immediato prospect o! the price et lumbor
advancing. The gigantie lumbor trust which
thora bas bean se much talk about is net
practicabia.

Evans, Colman & Evnns, exporters,
wholosalo ceai, etc., are rosponsible
for the statement made te your correspondent
that thora is enough choap ceaI afloat te sup-
ply the San Francisco mnarkets for two or
blirea yoars, in consequence et Europeau
vossels, attracted by the seductive freight on
ivheat fromn America, euttinjý ceai froights
front the old country lie te ridiculou'ly low
figures and going back with whoat, thus aver-
aging Up on the trip. San Frauci>ýo bas Up
te the proent rima been importing large
quantitios et Vancouver Island ceai, se that
the bountiful harvoat is net ait nnmixod
good.

G. I. Wilson, a promiînent Cannet, and
others, inforin yeur correpondent that ai-
thougli last Sason wvas a splendid salinon
season the industry appears te outsiders more
romunerative than it roally is. A fortuna
made in on season may ho lest in the next,
arâd foolish mon rush in soeotiînos where
angels fear te tread. A cannary c impany
must hava stability and Sound fluanucial
backing to succeed. Thora are fiva naw cau-
norias startrng Up next soason and it is feared
the business will ba seriously eut up, as the
lish will have te ha dividod amongst 45
cannerios instead o! 40.

The farmers have 1usd beautiful weather te
harvost thoir crips and the crop et hay, oats,
and roots has beau far more ahundaut than
in any provieus year. This is the news
tramt every farming sectioi' in the country.
Bat, the faxxrs areocomplaitting. Tlîoy Say:-

.Wç h4vo such a litnitçd unQriot and out-

sida3 competition ig go kion wo are obligea to
soit out produce nt vory low prices."

As far as the mi ning industry is concerned,
"Hope lives triumphant in the humant

breast." l any one spoke disparagingly of
British Coluimbiais minerai weaith he would
be iooked upon as a croak. ng crank.

Youir correspondent lias inter%,ioted a large
number of mon recently returned froîn the
mining country and whose opinions are worth
tbeir wvaight in gold. A prominent banil
manager, considered tho inost shrewd and
cautious financier in Vancouver said to your
corresroadent: - lTrait Cree], gold mines is
the c nly proposition that bas flot been exag-
geî atod in the press of the province." Alder-
man Shaw who bas a reputation for
axpres-ing himsoif consorvativeiy says:
"The South Xootoiaay country is inarvellous-
ly rich in ore. The astonishing statoinejit
made by the press are nlot exaggorated. The
War Engie and L Roy stock sr.arting at Se is
is now ';eliing at $2.50. BaDth comnpanios de-
Clined. to sait te English Capitz!ists for

M80,000 for each mine, because they are
shipping 100 tons a day, running $50o to the
ton in goid. It Costa thera &20 te sineit in
Montana and they have $30 clear, or $3.000
a day profit. They havaeonough ore in sight
to last themn one yoar to s.y nothing of wvhat
is net iii sight, which means a sure million
for them. Thora are 20 othor mn.aa' juist as
promisinLy in the district and the indications
in the Boundary Blay country are aven more
hopeful. This is why I say that South Roo-
tenay's mninerai weaith bas not been oxng-
geratod." E. J. Clarke, capitahist, formierly
of Toronto, says : "A man cannot make an
e-ag rated statent about South Koote-
na;. Thra ir at presant axritement ail
t) rugh the mining countîy. Doconpoed
goti quartz, bas beini found at Eburno. a littia
settioment on L.ilu Island ait hour's driva
fromt Vancouver, nesaying thousandsof dollars
te the ton. The excitement avor the find is
intense. *Ivery inch of ground is staked eout
for miles iu the vicinity, as ld iner ay
that underlying the whoie Delta iricludino.
Se& and Lulu Island, 'whore the great &âoo
wrought such havoc in the meamorabie mo)nth
of June, are rich volas of gold quartz. IUntil
Jack Mcb,.od brouglit up goid ore on an
artesian wali dzii assaying $11.000 trl the ton,
ne one dreainod that goid Could bel found
around here, aw-av belov the Soa at a depth
ef .150 foot. Word comnes that Nakusp is
desotod, that rioh geid quartz lias been struck
in large qUantities noar the town and that
the excited citizons ha-,o rushed OIT te the
scons of the flnd. In fact, thera have boon se
many well authonticated reports of rich flnds
iately that it bas turned evsirybody into an
optimist, and ail believe in the approaching
boom prophosied by your Correspondent in a
rffens is3ue of Thea Commercial.

J\--LJŽT-
Earl P. Stanley, the prominent mining

enginieer of Sait Francisco, in an interview%
with ':hoi Commercial represeutative said :
"British Colambia is the greatei!t inieril

country in the world. 1 hava gona uver the
mine sections fo,,r tiues ; 1 have miadet a
study of the minles of thîs country and of
every other country, and 1 hava comte hL-ri to
locate and have brought my blankots with
me. Thoro iq mnore ruinerai wealth in the
prov ince of British C3oumbia titan te U nited
Staes et America ever producod or evor %%iiIl
rroduco, but tho people et this country ivill
riot ho cenvinced and the British people ara
allowing Amoricans to iwalk off witht the
woealth cf their country. Every payîng pro-
position in tho province is ýowvned by A nieri.
cans. Thora wil ho grcat excitemont liera
next yoar but the boom wiil net strike the
province until about tlirce yas. Wlhon it
dees comae it wiil ho tha groatest mîniog ex-
citemient ef modern timos."

Several prominent mon were inter-
viewed about railway connections, tend-
ing to keep the trade of the province
for B3ritish Columbia. The opinion
of many %%,as that if tho Crow's Nest l>ass %vas
railed it wouid benedit Winnipeg more than
the coast. The popular plan is te extend
the Arrow Lake branch ef the Canadian
1>eacifio- Jaiiway aronnd Arrow Lake, bîîild a
line, frein Na<usp te the Columbia and
]Kootcouay ]Railroad runiniiug botweon 1?Abson
and Nelson, and thon on in as direct a lino ns

1possible te 'frail. Opiinion';, hoivever, %veto
dividod. Engineering dîficuities would bo
encountored in both routes, but ieading Cana-
dian Placifie Railway officiais inforin yuur
repre.sentative that net only South Keotenay
but West ICootonay wiit in due tinta be net-
workoed ivitl Canadian Pacifie Railway rails.

Trahie is increasing very fast on this
division and as far as freight is concerned,
particîîlarly eastward, it will bo the bani.er
year Sirice tho inauguration ef the Can tdian
Pacifie Railway.

In recapitulating. the luniboer outiook,
though net se favorable for tho miller, is net
at ait discouraing te the local trado. for tha
demand i3 grow&itig enormou,.ly and every
ship circulates thousands et dflBare iu thîs
province. The saute may ha said of the ceai
industry, and as for the saumon industry,
although horeafter thore may flot bo se march
monay in it for the canners. the provint e
can depond on getting $3,000,000Oand upwards
oach year eut et the fish bu-mesis including
the halibut, frozen salmon and stîirgcen ex.-
ports.

Tfho farmers have beautiftul woathor and
abundant crops, what more ceuld they want?
Let thein turn their roots, hay and cats into
feed and they can ail find a proifitable mark et
for butter and sv. me and cattie. They ncod

Ieducating, that is ail.
continîuel ou Page 110.
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