THE GROCERY TRADE.

communica-
tions have reminded our dealers of the
dverse reports of the crop last year,
«nd the sharp advance of prices on the
trength thereof followed by the sub-
equent steep decline after it was dis-
overed that there was plenty of beans
ifter all the reported disast
ge. The prices of new primes were
ushed up to $2.20 and $2.30 per bushel,
nd on the uj dealers here, in
Juebec and in the Lower Provinces,
vere pretty well loaded up, when sud-
denly prices broke 60c to 70c per bus.
nd kept on declining for some time.
liuyers, however, will, it is said, be
slow in working up another boom for
the benefit of Western growers on bad
rop reports.—Montreal Trade Bulle-

tin

Currant Market.

Messrs. Hancock & Wood, of Patras,
vwrites as follows of the currant mar-
ket In their circular of July 9: The

urrant season of 1902 being close at
hand, ‘we shall give a short retrospect
of the campalgn which s about end-
ng, before committing it to oblivion.
in July, 1901, the total crop was gen
crally estimated at about 150,000 tons,
which, deducting 12 T cent. reten-
tion, gave 132,000 tons available for
export. It will be remembered that
towards the middle of August scorcn-
ing heats followed by
rulns caused damage to the crop, the
extent of which it was d'fficult,
time, to estimat; a

accuracy,
exaggerated, for, looking
pears that the loss by
did  not exceed 7,000

r was the quality generally
affected by the rain. The exaggerat«d
rumors about severe damage and the
expectation of great consumption, ow-
Ing to the almost complete fallure of
the crop of 1000, caused opening prices
to be fixed much too high, and a drop
of several shillings was necessary in
order to bring about activity in the
trade of the article. Towards the end
of the year another mistake was made

THE

Advices from Santos say that most
of the coffee recelved at that port
;:.ﬁr this season was old crop cof-

The corner of oats in the United
States has resulted In a sharp ad-
vance In the price of oatmeal amount-
ing to ¢ ba

Valencia raisins advanced again last
Wweek In the east to the extent of Y4c.
This I8 due to reports of continued
unfav in Spain and

an

Cahles from Smyrna fig shippers re-
port a further advance in the mar-
ket on future figs. The advance in
Some cases 1s reported at 1s 6d above
last cable quotation.

The total exports of Japan teas this
season up to July 21st were 13,300,000
1bs., as against 16,900,000 Ibs
#ame period last year. The shipments
to Canada this scason up to July 21st
were 665,000 1be, as against 1,600,000
Ibs. for the same time last year.

Demand for sugar at Canadian
fineries Is steady and the situation is
one of qulet firmness. The outlook
generally Is regarded as being more
favorable to the maintainance of
values than it has been. European
cables were stronger last week.

The threatened shortage in the On-
tarlo corn crop is causing much specu-
lation among packers, and the pres-
ent indications are that the prices will
be much higher than they are at pres-
ent. The continued wet weather s re-
ported to have damaged the crop to
Such an extent that some packers will
not have halt a crop.

Mail information from Formosa of
@ recent date gives an estimate of 17,-

,000 pounds as the probable maxi-
mum exports of Formosa tea to the
United States for the season. The
third crop of tea was expected to come
to market about July 1si, and the in-
formation at hand indicated that tne
crop would turn favorably and con-
tain a fair assortment of the higher
grades,

Writing from Patras, Greece, under
date of Jul , D. Pasqua, says of
currants : 'As & consequence of the
improved prospects for the coming
crop coupled with the dull state of
the marke’s In the principal consum-
ing centres, our market for old fruit
assumed in May a decided downward

and prices declin-

ble weather

re-

by who, , us
we pointed out at the time, put up
prices all round by about 3s to 4s pe:
cwt, and again temporarily arrested
consumption. It Is o these causcs
that we attribute the disappointing
consumption of the past year, for, tak-
ing the crop of 1900 at 48,000 tons, and
that of 1901 at 125,000, we get for the
two seasons lumped 173,000, which
urder ordinary circumsfances ought
ull to have gone into consumption,
whereas we have still some 7,000 tons
stock in Greece and markets of con-
sumption supplied pretty much as
usual. Price of provincial to-day is
108 f.0.b, It I8 uniikely that over 2,000
tons of 1901 fruit will be shipped be-
tween this and opening of new sea-
son, the remainder will probably find
Its way Into retention stores.

the

weather which prevalled during the
month of May and early June, the
srowing crop of currants, throughout
the country, has continued to progress
most satisfactorily; the careful spray-
ing of the vines with solution of sul-
phate of copper, by arresting all di
has been most beneficlal to the

which are unusually vigorous,
and carry a very large quantity of
fine and healthy bunches, with berry
slightly smaller than usual. All fears
of Peronosporos are now at an end, so
that, If weather holds up during July,
we shall have a crop, probably
tbout 170,000 (subject to from 10 to
20 per cent. retention) of generally fine
quality. U these circumstances it
14 to be hoped that prices will open
very moderately.

The shipments to date are:

‘ool
To Outports .. . .
"o United States and Canada.. 20,040
‘o France .

ed to the lowest level reached this
season, especially for the provincial
sorts, which form the bulk of the ac-
tual stocks in Greece, say about 8,500
tons. The fine qualities are almost
exhausted now, and the few small
at may be found, command
relatively high prices. During the
season 1902 to date 114,484 tons have
been exported as against 48,232 last
year and 121,950 two y:ars ago. The
total exports for season of 1900-1901
figured up 124,626 tons. The new

COMMERCIAL

than usual, and so much more than
was anticipated, that additivnal stocks
will he urgently needed before the
oats harvest is completed. What con-
firms the belief that deaicss have pro-
vided as much twine as they think w:ll
be required Is the fact that the vol-
ume of orders has been tapeiing off

urtil it is now almost nil.
The situation In the northwest
“hows little change. Bome of the mills
"

w
from the preseut outlock
twine still later delivered canu be used.
The leading concerns have well stock-
ed their northwestern warehouses, but
none of them believe that they wiil
have any twine to spare. It is sald
that some of the northwestern d.
still refuse to buy, expresslug co
¢nce that there will be a bieah on
the eve of harvest. The precadents
favor this position, but the chances
of a decline this season «.c¢ becoming
more and more remote every day. The
fact s that the allaol: stocks of
twine are for the mos\ 1 In the
hands of concerns that are not casily

stampeded.

The freight handlers’ str.ke In Chi-
cago tied up for a week a great wany
small shipments of twine, but fortun-
ately the strike was settled before the
twine was actually needed..

The price schedule at best repre-
sents nomingl quotations uuder exist-
ing conditions. mattor of fact

me sellers are asking 13% cents for
the sminall quantities of sisal and
standard they hold and jobbers have
been unable this week to buy at less
than 13 cents.

ers. There is no change in the nomin-
al scale, which Is as follows :
Sisal... ... .

Standard . R .
Manila (550 foot) ... ... .
Manila (600-foot) ... ... .
Pure manila . ‘e
—Chicago

Implement Trade Notes.

‘The harvesting of the oat crop of
the Northwestern States Is expected to
demand 25 per cent. more twine than
usual owing to the weight of straw.

The carriage manufacturing plant of
the Geo. F. Thompson & Son Buggy
Company, at Minneapolls, was burned
on the 22nd, involving a loss of $656,000.

The demand for farm wagons has
kept up very steady so far this season
at Winnipeg, and this branch of the
trade has remarkably active.
Jobbing houses are making every ef-
fort to get well stocked in wagons be-
tween seasons for fall trade, but the
indications are that the demand for
wagons for the harvest trade wili ex-
ceed the supply.

The growth of manila hemp ship-
ments direct to the United States con-
tinues. From Jan, 1 to July 19 such

crop 1s and 1f
the weather continues good until the
housing of the crop we should look
for a yleld of from 170,000 to 180,
tons,

Dry Goods Trade Notes.

White bone side combs for the hair
set with rhinestones are to be seen
for the coming season.

Halr ornaments made of shells are
very popular. Pretty pins are seen
with a design of gold wire set with
pearls,

An added stimulus is given to the
ribbon market by the use of ribbon for
millinery purposes. This use of ribbon
Is established in all sections, and large
bows are being used almost universal-
y.

IMPLEMENT TRADE.

The Twine Market.

Outside of the harvester concerns
which are holding stocks of twine for
the protection of thelr agents, supplies
for immediate shipment in the territory
where harvest is In progress are prac-
tically exhat Some uf the houses
will be able to deliver small quantities
after Aug. 1, but at present the mar-

bare. This situation would be

more twine

51,000 bales, as
compared with 85,000 during the same
period last year. On the other hand,
the shipments to England declined
from 426,000 to 219,000 bales and to all
other countries from 40,000 to 35,000.
By this it will be seen that the total
shipments from Manila have been con-
siderably smaller this year, notwith-
standing the receipts at that port have
been 441,000 bales against 409,000 last
year.

THE LUMBER TRADE.

White Pine Prices,

Speaking of the white pine lumber

situation in the United States in Its
last issue, the American Lumbermas
sald “Thet

Insistent upon an
that it 10/

as  pos:
sible. Their argument is that the de-
velopments of the season have shown
beyond question that the output of the
wing season will be inadequate for
the demands of the year. The mills
are all running to their full capacity,
but have been unable to accumulate
the usual quantity of stock or that
Which Is absolutely necessary to car-
ry them through the fall and winter.
Stocks contin: broken, o .
shown a heavy increase within the

once ; that only by doing so can the
demand for white pine and its move-

1139

ment be kept down to a point which
Wil make possible an eveniug up ot
assortments and o stesdy busiuess
turoughout the ‘cmuinder of the year.

Not all parts vi tne st would be
advanced uniformiy—there are some
things, like 10w grade

those insistent on nigner prices oe
lieve than un average of $1 a4 thous-
and could be put Into effect at ounce
and have notuing but @ healtny -
Huence upon business.

AL seems likely tnat the Influe. 8 al
WOrk Lo securc an aavance will Pre=
vail.  Some important factors in
trude that have been opposea Lo Dign-
er prices seem v bu ywilaing, ana so
it 1s possible that beiors many days
shall have passed white pine prices
Will have recelved anotner bLoust
Which, however It may bu disliked,
must be accepted as tne logical out-
comie of trade conditions,

Lumber Trade Notes,

Doors and mill work are In active
demand in the United States and the
market Is very urm tor these. No,
Quors are scarce.

Another article under this head in-
dicates tnat white pine prices ure like-
Iy o advance In  the united dtates.
alunutucturers and jobbers ure quite
SLIOUEIY Of the opinion thut the mar-
Ket situation justifies a bullish view
of values.

Hardware Trade Notes.

Horseshoes have advanced 2ic per
keg ut Minneapoils. ‘This is due to
increased cost of raw materials and

The market on turpentine continues
o snow declining tendencies. At the
principal southern points it 1s reterred
10 ux casier owing to the absence of
the heavy export demand which was
experienced in June. ‘This easler tone
at the principal distributing centre has
affected other markets and values in
some jobbing centres have declined 4y
@ cent a gallon during the past fort-
night.

Curing Cheese.

Ottawa, Ont,, July 24.—From an ex-
“mination of the cheese at the govern-
ment illustration stations for tne cur-
ing of cheese, at Brockville, Ont., and
Cowansville, Que., it I8 evident that
the cheese made in the month of July
and cured at  low temperature, have
all the characteristics of fine Septem
ber cheese. Comparing the cheese
cured at a low temperature with
cheese fiom the same factories, and
of th: same lots cured In the fluctuat-
Ing ‘emperature of the ordinary at-
m.osphere, the cool cured cheese were
found to have finer and richer textur
as well as a milder and more agre.
The loss from shrinkage
In welght In three weeks has been one
pound per cheese less in the coo' tem-
‘perature than In the ordinary caring

In the case of cheese which experts
counted faulty from being almost
acidy in texture and flavor, or weak
In body and slightly open In texture,
as were some of the cheese cured in
the ordinary curing ) 1
cured cheese of the same lots w
found to be free from these defect:
Flavors objected to by buyers, and
which lessened the value of cheese in
the markets of the United Kingdom,
are seldom present, unless the cheese
kave been heated to a temperature
above 60 degrees.

Since about three-quarters of the
whole quantity of cheese manufactur-
ed in Canada Is turned out during the
months of June, July and August, an
Improvement in the methods of curing
during the hot weather will lead to a
great improvement in the trade, Tak-
Ing everything into account, it is ex-
pected that from 15 to 20 per cent.
more value will be realized from the
milk during these three months than
would be the case by the continued
use of the curing methods which at
present are general.

hracite coal jobbers are marvel-
ling at the lack of interest In the mar-
ket In the west. Buyers who have
usually had their orders placed long
before this time are apparently not
bothering at all ahout where

next winter's supply Is to come from,
It is estimated that not 25 per cent. of
the usual quantity of Pennsylvania
coal needed for western requirements
has yet been ord




