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¢ Ask anythiog you like,’ I said desperately. ¢1'll do it

¢ Will you?' whispered Mrs. Trehune, coming hurriedly toward me. ‘If
you will do what I ask, I can never do enough for you in return. Mioe is
a case that requires immediate and akilliful action.  You will have to use
all your finesse, for I have not time to explain matters fally. You mqst be
patient, then in?"nant and fivally exasperated. Do you understand 2’

¢ Certalnly,’ I'answered promptly. Crazy asa March hare was my in-
ward reflection. .

¢ And you will do this for n stranger ' Inquired Mrs. Trehuae.

¢ Commsvnd me,’ I replied. . . .

¢ Then listen,’ she ssid, drawiog her chalr neir mioe with an apprehen-
sive glance at the door. *Iam oot Mrs, Trehune. I shall be this afternoon
if all goes well, but at present Iam Clara Talbot. I have rup away from my
home in Chicago to marry Mr. Trehuoe. He is of Ksnsas Clty and was to
bave met m= here. I have received a telegram from him to say that his
train is several hours late. Never mind why it was necessary for meto run
away. Itisa family matter. My people have never seen Mr. Trehune,
I met him at the house of a friend in Europe last year. They wanted me
to marry another man. I fled yesterday sfter telling George to meet me
here. My faiher bas followed me. Heis in the hotel now; (another
glance at the door) his card preceded yours. I sent word that I was dress-
ing, and he is waitlog down stairs. When I read the name on your card—
a newspaper man—I cooncelved this plan. Will you be my husbsnd for half
ao bour¥'

I started up like a scared jack-rabbit. ¢ Good gracious, madam,” I ex-
claimed, ¢ I don't know enough about you to do the thing success{ully.’

¢ Oh, try,’ pleaded the brown-eyed fugitive ; ¢ please try.'

‘I do 11, I said desperately, and the next instant there was a8 crash.
The door flew back and 1o burst an 0ld gentleman with a very red face,
from which a couple of small eyes flished aogrily as he dashed his hat aod
cane down onthe centre table, Uslog the la.ter as a sort of rostrum, he
glared straight at the girl and began to rave, ignoring me eotirely.

¢Well, madam,’ in a tooe of concentrated fury, * what the devil do you
mean by this diegracefal escapade ¥’ .

My temporary wife glanced hopefully toward where I sat, within easy
reach of the old gentleman’s cane. Summoning sll my fortitude I arose
and looked the izate parent straigat in the eye.

¢I shall have to request, sir,’ X sald, ‘that in addressing this lady you
will remember that respect is due her as my wife and your daughter.  You
must show her that respect, elr, Do you understand¥ raising my voice
a little on the last few words,

¢ Ob,’ shricked the venerable pater, literally danclog with rage. ‘S you
are the blackguard who bas Inveigled my daoghter into this d ——d idiocy.
By gad, sir, I've a good mind to thrash you! and tho cane was raised
threateniogly.

‘I hope you will change your mind and improve your languoage.’ 1
went on as calmly as possibly. ¢ Your present conduct will result in a
scandal.’

Scandal, be d——d, sitr! What could bz more ecandalous than the
present state of affalrs ?* he cried.

Things went on in this way for ten minutes, until the old man howled
himself hoarse, and I could hear the bell boys titterlog in the hall outside.
Then be gradually calmed down, and as a last resource tried the sympathe-
tic dodge on the terrifisd young woman. Tho latter had hardly spoken a
word throoghout the scene.  She was too badly frightened, I think.

There were tears {n the old gentleman's voice aa he turned toward my
supposed wife, Had shenot always been well treated? Was not her
mother the best of motherst Had he not been the most indulgent of
fathers? 'Was not her home one of luxury? etc. Yes, she sdmitted every
charge in the indictment an it was checked off.

* Bat, father,’ she sobbed, ¢ I loved him so very much, and—oh ! Iconld
not marry the other.!

¢ Where was 1bis wretched marriage performed ?* he Inquired savagely.

‘ Milwaukee,’ answered the girl in a great hursy.

¢ I'll bave it dissolved, by gad, I will I swore the enraged pater, gettlog
roisy again.’

¢ Let me remiad you, sir,' I said deliberately, ¢ that your daughter is of
sge (I was not sure abont it) ; cha. we are legally married, snd thst any
smount of talk will not alter the fact. I must also suggest that as our train
leaves for the sonth at 4 o'clock we have very little ume to devote to this
eort of thing.

‘Eb? What! Adding insult to injury ' he rosted. ¢ Well, I leave you
here for the present, but you will hear from me, sir,’ shaking the cane in
wy face. ‘1 sm notthe man to submit tamely to a rascally abduction of
this character. You're a scoundrel, sir,a d——d scoundrel,” reiterated my
aogelic father-in-law, and with this choice parting shot he retired, elsmming
the door after him.

‘ How did I mansge it?* I enquired, turniog to where the future Mrs.
Trehune was sittlpg. She had fainted. Just like 2 woman! She had the
nerve to go throuogh a scemo like this undisturbad to all appearance, and
then, when the danger was over, she must spoil it all by an exhibition of
weakness. I rushed to the water, poured a glass of it out and approached
the young woman. She was recovering, though, before X reacbed her, and
in an {pstant sat up,

* How can I ever repay yout she asked. *You did it superbly, and
George will soon be here now (glancing at her watch). My dear air,’ she
went op, ‘I cannot tell you how grateful Lam. I shall make Mr. Trehune
call at your offico this evenlog and thank you personally.’

My cogsgement as Miss Talbot's hasbsnd was evldently at an cnd, so,
protesting that I would willingly have done twice as much for her, I with-
drew,  Trchune came in Iate in the afternooo, aud they were maried by

the rector of Christ church. The Kansas City young man called on me fa
the evening and insisted on my golog to supper with him and the bride.
We had a jolly little spread of pate de for gras and champsgae at the Ryan
cafe, anu I have never set eyes on erther of the Irchunes or the veaerable
Mr. Talbot, of Chicago, from that moment to this,—Arthur Pegler, in Chi-

cago Herald.
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AYER’S Sarsaparilla

Prepared by Dr.J. C.Ayer &Co., Lowell, Mase,
Cures others, will cure you
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PUREST, STRONGEST, BEST.
Rosdy forusoin :a{ ?n:nmy. Far makisg Goan
Bofienlng Water, Insinfocting, 80d a handred ooy
T30 A canoquals ) pounds BalSods.
Bold by All Grocers and Druggists,
e W. GILILETT. Torontor

WHISTON'S
COMNERCIAL  COLLERE

IS OPEN ALL SUMMER.
STUDENTS CAN JOIN AT ANY TINE.

Following is the Staff:—

S. E. WHISTON, Principal
Toacher of Practical Book-keeping
and Banking.

E. KAULBAQOH, Toscher of Arith-
metic, Theoretical Book-keeping

8nd tho subjects required to pass
in the civil sorvico oxams.

W. E. THOMPSON, Toacher of
Commercial Law.

MISS GEORGIE MILLZER,
Toacher of Shorthaund, Practical
Reporting, Office Work, Corzoz-
pondence, otc,

MISS ANNA GOULD, Teachor
of Typowriting, Paoctuation,
Latter Wilting, Spelling, ot.

—FOR SALE BY—

KELLEY & GLASSEY.
STANFORD

THE TAILOR,
Is showing an extra fine line
of Goods suitable for the
coming season.

INSPECTION INVITED.

ALFRED WOODHOUSE,
LUGIUS J. BOYD,
Mining & Consulting Engineers,

LONDUN England. and Halifax, N. S.

Aro prepsred to direct worke, advise,
rerort and cstimate for Mines,
Machinery, &c.

SPECIALITY, GoLD MINES.
P. 0. BOX 525, HALIFAX.,

6. J. MACKINTOSH,
All Kinds COl‘J:l‘\l'l"E:;x :’RODUCE.

Ccasiganents Solicited, Proapt Retorns,

18 BEDFORD RO, Halifax, N, §,
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