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4 Ask anytbing you ' Uke, I said deaperateiy. 1lil do IV.
1 Will yau i' whiapered Mrs. Trehune, caming hurriedly taward me. 'If

you wiII do what I ask, I cau neyer do enougb for yau in returu. Mine in
a case tbat requirCB irumediate and akilîfal action. You wiii have to use
ail your finesse, for I have not lime 10 explain maltera Iuily. Yau muat bc
patient, then ine-*3 nant and ficaily cxasperated. Do yeu understand V .

' Certainly,' I answercd promPtly. Crazy as a March hare waa my iu-
ward reflection.

'And yau wilI do iis for at stranger Il Inquired Mrs. Trehune.
Comnxaûd mne,' I replled.
Then hlent' abe asid, drawlng hier chair neir mine with au apprehen-

sive glance ait the door. 'I1 amn not Mrs. Trehune. I shail bc ibis afternoon
if ail goos well, but at presont I amn Clara Talbot. I have rua away fraus my
home in Chicago ta marry Mr. Trehune. He is of Kansas City and waa to
bave met me hare. I have received a telegram from him, ta say that bis
train is several boute latte. Neyer mind ivby fi was necessary for me ta run
away. It la a family malter. My people have neyer aecu Mr. Trebune.
I met bie ait the bouse ai a friend in Europe la st year. They wanted me
ta marry another man. I fled yesterday after telling Ge-orge to meet me
lucre. My failher bas followed mue. He in lu the hotel now ; (anoiber
glance at the door) bis scard preceded yaurs. I sent word thai 1 was dreas-
lng, and bie i8 walig down slairs. Wheu I read the name on your card-
a newapaper mnu-1 conceived ibis plan. WVill pou bc my husbsnd for hall
au hour Il

I started up like a scared jack-rabbit. « Good gracious, nuadam,' I ex.
claimed, 1 I don't know enough about you ta do ihe tbing successfuily.

« Oh, try.' pleaded the brown-eyed fugitive; ' please try.'
'I Il do fI,' I said desperately, and the next instant there was a crash.

The dont fiew back and in burst an aid gentleman wih a very red face,
tramn which a couple of small eyes flssbed angrily as hie dasbed bis bat and
cane down on the centre table. 'Using the la-t:r as a sort ai rostrum, be
glared straighi ai tbe girl and began ta rave, ignoring rue eutirely.

-%Veil, madain,' in a toue ai concentraied fury, «wbat the devii do you
mean by Ibis diegraceful escapade?'l

My temporary wife glanced hopefuliy ioward where I sat, witbiu easy
reich ai the aid gentleman's cane. Summoning ahl my fortitude 1 arase
and lookcd tbc irate parent straigat In tbc eye.

'I shah I bave to requcat, sir,' I sad, ' that in addressing ibis lady Fou
will remember that respect in duc her as my wife and your daugbicr. You
must show bier that respect, air. Do yau underataud I' raising my vaice
a hit ou the hast few worda.

8Oh,' shricked the veucrable pater, literailp dancing with rage. 'S> pou
arc the blackguard who bas Iuveigicd my dangluter Into ibis d--d idiocp.
By Sad, sir, 1've a gond mind ta ihrash pou l' and the cane was raiscd
threateninigly.

" I hope yau wili change your mind and improve your laDguage.' 1
Went on as calmiy as possibly. ' Your preseut conduct will resuît in a
scandai.'

'Scanda], be d-d, sir! What cauid bt more ecandalous than the
present stale ofafi air?' hie cried.

ThinlgS Went On Ia this way for ten minutes, untîl the aid man bowlcd
himself hoarse, and I couid bear the bell baya tittering in the hall out8ide.
Then he graduaily calmed down, and as a last resource tried the sympaibe.
tic dodge an tht terrified young woman. Tho latter bad bardly spoken a
word thranghout the scene. She wasi too badly frigbtened, I tink.

There were tears lu tht aid gentleman's voice as hie turned toward nxp
supposcd wife. Hlad she flot aiways been Weil trcatcd ? '%Vas not ber
mniher the best of mothers 1 Rad be flot been the mosi indulgent ai
falbers?1 Wall not ber home aci fuxury ? etc. Yes, shc admiiied cvery
charge in the indicient as il wai checked off.

' But, fatber,' she sohbed, 'l loved him soi very much, and-oh I could
flot mzrry the other.!

1 Where iras ibis wretched marriage performed ?' he Inquircd savageiy.
'Milwaukee,' ans wercd the girl in a great hurry.
'l'Il bave it diasolved, by Sad, I whli V'swore tht enraged patcr, getting

roiey again.1
' Let me reminad oti, air,' I saisi deiibtratly, 9 thaL your daughter is of

agt (I was ual sure about it); &hat we are hegaliy married, and ihat any
amaunt ai taik wili not alter tht tact. I must also auggest thai as aur train
ieavcs for tbe sauih at 4 o'clock we have vcry hit time ta d<zvote Iotit
ZC of aihing.'

'Eh? Whaî! Adding insuli b injuryl1'he roared. 'Wveil, Ileave you
here for the preseut, but yon iilicar tramn me, sir,' shaking the cane in
my face. 'I 1 m not tht man ta subruit tameiy ta a rascally abduction ai
ibis character. You're a scoundrel, sir, a d-d scoundrel,' reiicrated my
aDgeiic faiher-iu-lawls and wlth tbis choice paring abat bie rctired, slamming
the door after hjm.

« How did I manage ht?' I euquired, turning ta wbere tht future Mrs.
Trehune waa sittlng. She had fainted. Just, like a woman h She had tht
nerve to go throogh a scene hike ibis nndisîurb:d, ta ail appearance, and
then, 'when tht danger iras over, sise must spoil il ail by an exhibition af
*weakuess. I rusbcd ta tht irater, poured a glass afi h ont snd appraachcd
the Young iroman. She iras recovering, though, before 1 rcacbed ber, and
lua in ls2t est up.

' Hoir can I ever repay yau Il she asbed. « You did il superbiy, and
George wiil soon be here noir (glancing ai ber watch>. My dear air,' sbe
irent an, 'Icannot tell you hoir grateful I am. I ahahl maire Mr. Treh une

c a h i y o r of ic e iis e v e n in g a n d t a n k y au p e rso n a lly . '
Miy eng agmn as iss Talboî's busbsnd iras evldentip at an end, sai

protestiogthat Iwould wiliingly bavc donc tirice as mach for bier, I wiih-
drc,. Trchuoe came in haWc iu the afternoon1 and tbel werc mirricd by

the rectar of Christ church. The Kansas Cty youog man called on me lu
tbf evcniog and insistcd an my goiog ta apper with hlm and the bride.
WVe bad a j:)Uy litile apread af pitte de foi gras and champaigne at the Ryan
cafe, au 1 bave ntver set epes on citber of the Irehunes or the venierabie
Mr. Talbot, ai Chicago, frtra that moment ta thi8.-A rthur Pegler, iit Oii
cago Hlerald.
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