THE CRITIC,

The four hundredth anviversary of the sailing of Columbus has just
been commemorated at Palos, Many warships of foreign nations took part
In the naval procession in honor of the great navigator, All the ofticinls
and delegates of the squadron attended mass in the litile chapel where
Columbus received comumunion before his voyage. On the 3td of August
the Santa Maria, an exact reproduction of the largest of the Columbus
caravels, passecd through the lines of the assembled fleets. This antique
vessel will sail for Havana in Januety and will prcbably arrive in Now
York in March, when many who are interested in ship-buildiog will exam-
ive her curlouely. A sight of the little caravel would bring obe strangely
nesr to the man whose faith was so clear that over thousands of miles of
unbroken waters, he could yot discern in the distance the shadowy form
of the new world.

A well-directed effort is being made in rsilway circles to encourage
total abslinence among employees. This is most satisfactory to the travel-
ling public who, if the truth were known, have too often been at the mercy
of intoxicated officials and employees. It will raise the .noral standard
of both employers and employed on all lines where it is adopted, Clear
heads and steady hands are needed for railroad work. Already 10,000
white buttons stamped with initisls, signifyiog the Railroad Temperance
Assgociation, have been distributed among engineers and trainmen, and the
demand for them bas been so great that 50,000 more have been ordered.
A white button is to be worn conspicuously on the uniform of every mem-
ber of the Association. The “white button movement” promises to
speedily become popular with the roadmen, and there is little doubt that it
will receive both sympathy and support from the travelliug public.

A new era in the history of the railroad will dawn with the completion
of the Trans-Siberian Railway, which it is announced will be handed over
this fall. The completion of this railroad will be of great advantage to
Russis, for it will do away in great part with the ancient and expeasive
caravan trade, There are many Jarge cities on the route whichb will willingly
profit by the new arrangement—there are countless river steamers whose
trade will be benefitted by the change, and on the Pacific coast there is a
pressing need for the railroad. Capada too can rejoice in the new road.
With our Canada Pacific line and the steamships of Vancouver we are at
once in touch with the new road, which is the natural continuation of our
own grest thoroughfare, Much trade will probably be diverted through
Canada by the Siberian route, and the new terminus, the ancient naval port
of Hadivostock, will shortly be as well known as our own Vancouver.

It is a strange thing that the man whose influence is felt i» both the
public and the private life of Nova Scotians should yet be without a fitling
memorial. ‘'We owe much of our prosperity to the late Hoo. Joseph Howe.
His shrewd foresight, bis clever pep, above all, his loyalty to this land of
the Mayflower, have left a deep impress on Provincial life. The citizens of
Truro are to be covgratulated upon having taken the initial step in connec
tion with the memorial. They proposed to change the name of their magni-
ficent Park to Howe Park ; and on August gth, on the occasion of a great
public picnic, the trustees of the Park brought forward their prcject for
erecting a suitable memcrial. The oratcr of the day, Principal Grant, of
Kingston, was well chosen. We trust that he has succceded in awaking
the spatk of patriotism which slumbers in the breast of every true citizen,
and that, though his efforts and those of the Park trustees, the memory of
our greatest Nova Scotian may be fittingly preserved.

. An uoplessant characteristic of the United States Press is the freedom
with which advice is showered vpon foreign countries. We have already
noted the critical state of 2ffairs between ‘Norway and Sweden, but we do
not consider that avy power outside of the two nations should interfere in
the settlement of the trouble. The advice of an irresponsible press should
should not be taken seriously—wo in Capada have not felt compelled to
accept annexation because the press of the United States held it temptiogly
before us. Nor do we consider that following the advice fres'y given by
the press to Brazil a year ago hss born very valuable fruit. The wmis-directed
efforts which the press has made in endeavoring to msintain Balmaceda in
Chili, and in encouraging the misunderstanding between Cuba and Spain,
should be held in lasting remembrance. Indeed it's more than passing
straoge that with the Carnegie blossom of civilization and the prospect of a
great election which will shortly shake the Uaion to its core, already on
hand, tha! the press should assume to dictate the domestic policy of foreign
nations.

The recent Carnagie troubles have attracted the attention of the public
to the actual work of the modern steelmaker. A generation sgo, theskilled
manual laborer was the backbone of the steel mill—the ab:olute physical
force of the workman counted for or against his success as a “ roughing
tongsman,” a buggle-man,” “a hooker,” or “adraw-out.” Expert work-
men were imported from Earope, men whose muscles must have been liko
the proverbial “iron-bands,” ss the test for employment, which was that
each man would handle with ease a “* bloom ” welghing 600 pounds, would
scem to indicate. Almost all these laborers, with their cducated arms asd
trained muscles, were members of the Amalgamated Aesociation, and in
order to insure the contiouance of business, it was absolutely necessary that
cployers should submit to the demands of the Asscciation. Improve-
ments in machinery were then introduced, which fitst reduced the number
of workmen ; then, by degrees, hydraulic power was substituted for musca-
lar force; the mechanicsl engincer and the chemist became the two intelli-
gent centers of the great establishments. Gradually the skilled steel-maker
hag been passing awsy, There is now no demand for his servicee, The

emall boy with hydraulic lever equals a half-doz:n of the last generation o
workmen, The skilled laborer 13 no longer a requisne of the steel mill,
Muscular force ceases to be tho test of a mn's ability. Io short a moderate
degreo of intelligence and strength is all that is now necessary in order to
make a successful workman,

The Funeral Reform Aesociation of Great Britain have undertaken o
very nccessary work, a work which will require the most delicate handling,
The Association takes exception to many of our most deeply-rooted funeral
and mourning customs, condemning them as unwise, unfitting and unsani-
tary. There is but too much truth in these allegations. The Christian
doctrines of Hope and Fuith in the Resurrection are too often loat sight
of in the face of the pompous processions-—the mourners are by custom
compelled to incar a heavy expense, not only in burying the desd with
requisite honor, but in purchaciog heavy and costly mourning apparel. The
Assgciation also takes exteption to the use of hermetically sealed coffins,
and advocates the simpler and more sanitary ¢ carth to earth ” burial, where
the body quickly returns to its natural elements. Surely the more simply
the last sad ceremony can be cirried out the better for all the survivors.
Public opinion is slowly comiog to this conclusion. 'The uncovered head
which was once thought necessary at every open grave, no matter how
inclement the weather might be, is no longer demindad, and waile overy
respect should b2 shown to the bady of the departed, the heslth of thoss
who remain behind should always b2 in urgent coasideration,

Some curious and not wholly progressive qualifications of the Franchise
of Cape Colony are sow under consideration. There has never been a
manhood suffrage in Cape Colony, but any person occupyiog (oot owning)
8 tenement worth S1o0 has been allowed to vote. It is now proposed to
limit the Franchise by raising the property standard, that is no person
occupyiog a tenement of less value than $300 is to be allowed a vote. The
standard for illiterate voters is also to b2 made higher. Tf{ie South African
Kaffir or Boer must be sble to write his name, address and occupation
before he cen claim the privileges of a citizen. And yet this standard of
illileracy is set in the face of the fact that any citiz:n of Great Britsin or
Ireland is allowed to vote if his education has been carried far enough t>
enable him to read the pames of the candidatesand to make his mark, We
are cxceedingly doubtful that this apparent zsal for the education of the
Kaffirs is genuine. Rather, we incline to the view that the disenfranchis-
ing of the natives is desired by the Dutch party who are feeliog the eftct in
cach election of a colored vote cast solidly against them. ‘The disenfran-
chisement of so many who have kept for the most part with the body of the
Eoglish settlers, will leave the governing power almost wholly in the hands
of the Boers.

Our attention has lately been csiled to the fact that there is an immense
amount of preventible misery in our Province. In the country districts
specially, where tue huuses are isolated, whete at best it is but a struggle
for existence, and among the families of the fishermen of ine coast, \here s
too cften neglected disecase. Two instances of its neglect kave recently
come to our notice. The first a tooguc-tied lad of twelve, who through his
infiumity as fast lapsing into 1idiocy, t ecoming the laughing stock of the
few children of the neighborhood. It is probably too late to operatc
success{ully on the boy—it is certainly too late to restore what shounld have
bzen his butth-right, a happy childhood. The other instance was even sad-
der. In an isolated home reached only by almest perpendicular hills on
the one side, and by z stretch of dGecayed country road oxn the other, a little
girl had grown to her eleventh year. At the age of two years her eyss
showed a cloudy film, which the well-meaning butigaoraat parentssupposed
would soon pass away. DBy herthird yoar sh: bad bscome blind, Nothing
has been ever done towards removing the cataracts, and the operation which
would in all probability have been successful if performed nioe ycars ago,
is now impracticable. But for the merest chance the child would have baen
left to grow up in ignorance. We fear that these cases are but two of
many. There is preventible misery in too many isolated homes—if we
mistake not there is preventable misery amoag the poor of our city. Tae
Government provides for free medicine, free medical attendance and a free
hospitsl, There are specisl schools «nd institutions for those who require a
special training because of their deprivations, Bat sull there 1sa need.
There are numbers of our people who, through prejadice or from fear of
“lowering themselves” by accepting charity, wiil not mike use of the advan-
tages which the Province offzrsa. There are numbers who do not know that
such advantages exist. There is a great need for soms bznoevolent agency
whose business it will be to look up the ignorant and sick of the sparsely
settled portions of our Provioce, and to put them in communication with
the proper authorities. There is no reason why the Government which
supports or aids in supporting so many of these institatidooes should not go
a step farther and appoiot the agent. In coanection with our Medical Col-
lege for instance there are few students who would not be benefitted by a
year of conscientious travelling aod searching for cases of preventible
misery. There is no doubt that much suff:ring could in this way be saved
our people. There is no great expense connccted with the plan, and we
ask that our people who have showa 1n s3 many waya & broad humanatarian
sympathy should carefully consider the matter.

Uwing to tho rapid 1ncreaso in trade and the demand for K. D. C. across tho border,
the K. D, C. Company, Llwited, of Now Giasgow, &N, &, havo vpooed othices at 127 State
St., Bostup, Mase., from which to supply their United States customers. Their offices,
formerly occupied by the British Cousul, are commodious and well suited to the necds of
this pushiog and cnergetic Compasy, who scem bent on Eushlng their Dyapsx‘)am Cure,
desorvedly called tho * King,' to tho uttormost parts of tho carth. Tho zemedy will b
sent postpaid to any addreas 1a tho Unitod Statos on receipt of prico, one dollar a bottle,
Freoeamplo to any address,
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