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EDITORIAL NOT

The thteatened cummercial war beween Neofourdland and Canada Las
brgun. Immediately fullowing the Dum.nivn aciiun i enforcirg the dutics
oo N¢w fouudland fiah, Newfoandland placed heavy dutics on Canadaa
pruducts. The muchaents affccted by these restiictions, both in Newfound-
land 2nd Cansda, will probably take means to tes. the legality of such dutics
bewg impused by Newfouudland,  Sach a state of affuirs will nut be alluwed
to last. It calls for Imperial interference.

The Russell diverce case is having a carious sequel.  Tn the cours:y of
his evidence the Earl stated that he had betrayed a Miss Willisms, who at
one time was housemaid in his cmploy. This statement the young lady
indignantly denics, and has brought suit for dssages against Earl Russeli,
bringing medical testimony in her support.  Miss Williams states that she
was obhiged to fice to her mother fur prutection frem his Lutdship, and that Le
did not succeed 10 betraying her. S.mecne is lying, that is certain, but
which, the Earl or Miss Williaws, is the questivn,

"The Russcll divorce case has once more set peoplo thinking on the
absurdity of having such men as Locd Rusecll sit in the House of Lnrds.
True ho gaincd his case, but *.¢ made an exhibiticn of t imself that was by
10 means cdifying, and showed that his title was ab~ut all the nobility he
posseseed. 11 i 1ot rght to jadge the nubility aa u cliss by the few black
sheep that come before the nutice of the world, but it w-uld bs a gond
thirg if sume meata were taken whereby such black sheep cuuld be ousted
fron holding positious of impurtance. Peers of Sco'land and Ircland are
elocted representative by voles of their order. It would be well if this
were the case with Peers of Eagland.

—— —

The successful transportation of a boly of 400 sailors acrogs the Contir.-
cnt from Vancouver to Halfax by way of tho Canzda Pacific, Canada Cen-
tral and I, C. Raitways will strengthen the tics that bind us to the Mother
Country. The transport arnved 2t Bedford on Friday night, aud as the
preparations for receiving the en were not compete, the train waa dotained
there untl Saturday morning, thus disappointing many peop.e whowers on
the watchto sce it come 1wto llalifex. he distance from Vancouver to
Halifax, about 3,800 milcs, was coverad by actual time in 6 days, 6 hours,
counting all stoppagee.  “Lhe men wero 1o the best of healthand made a com-
fortable journey. The train, with the men and officers brought out by the

Tyne, started on Saturday on its return journey, and doubtless by this time
is nesr Vancouver. The Canadian route saves about 12,000 miles in distance
o1 er the Panama route and two monthsin time ; itis in the temperate zone
all the way, and there is apparently nothing amiss with this new way of for-
warding troops to the Pacific coast, It is understood that Lieut. Colemore
and Capt. Rooke, who are to report on the matter, will strongly recommend
the route, and the need of barracks at the dockyard will also be mentioned,

The case of Charles Bremner, of Battleford, whose furs were, by some
mysterious process, taken from him during the roebellion in the Northwost,
has again come into public notice. Genoral Middleton was by many peo-

7 | ple held to be responsible for the value of these furs, which were without

doubt fraudulently gotten from Bremaner, and largely distiibuted among
Government cfficials.  But General Middleton did not suffer in his pocket
for his action a3 to the furs; he simply had to give up his position and
leave the country.  Bremrer nalurally wants to be paid for his property,
and a short time ago he made a petition to the Government praying to be
pard the sum of 319,859 wih interest from June 7th, 1886, for losses sus-
tained by him during the rebellion. "The Government has dismissed this
peutien because there is evidence to show that Bremner was a rebel, and it
docs not want to establish a precedent that might bring up & reconsideration
of claims of other rebels which it before refused to pay. This is very hard
on Bremuer, but probably the Government's wisest course, If Mr. Brem-
ner showd proceed to iaw sud be able 1u prove Limself guiltless of rebellion
he might possibly obtain the cowpensation he desires, but *the Law's
delays " would probably prova so costly that he would not make much by it.

M. Guunod, the French composer, says, © There are in history certain
men who appear destined 1o mark, in their sphere, the point above which
noman can go. Such as Phidias in scu'pture and Molicre in comedy,
Mozart was oue cf these men.” Tae Frenchman’s opinion is shared by
many who consider the famous Germaun the greatzst of abstract musicians,
standing as an all-round artist at the head of his fellows. As the fifth of
this month was the centenary of Mozart's death, the Musisal Times, London,
has issued a ficely illustrated supplement devoted to his life and works. It
18 edited by Mr. Juseph Bennett, and contains a great deal of much interest,
especially the engraviogs which should make it valuable to every lover of
music. How the present-day homage to the great composer contrists with
the circumstances of Lis burial just a century ago! The lalter was a dis-
grace to the couatry in which he died.  Oa the day after his death, during
a wintry sturm, his remains were deposited in a pauper’s grave without one
friend to witness the last setvice to the dead, who was worthy of all hoaor,
Because it rained, Van Swieten and Sitssmayer, two of his* friends,” whom
we nane in ¢rder to give them the renown their deed deserves,turned back
with three others and left him to be hurrizd alone to his last sad resting-
place. The zcarch for his grave proved fruiticss, and no one knows
the exact spot where Mozart was buried.

+ Mark Train " has opened a curiously interesting subject in his paper
on * Mecntal Telegraphy * in the December I irper’s Magaszin:, He says:
“ This sge does seem to have exhausted invention nearly ; still, it has one
important contract on its hands yet—the invention of the phrenophone;
that is to say, a method whereby the communication of mind with mind may
be brought under command snd reduced to certainty and system. The
telegraph and the telephone are going to become too slow and wordy for
our necds. We must have the thought itsclf shot into our miads from a
distsnce ; then, if we need to putit into words, we can do that tedious
work at our leisure.  Doubtless the something which conveys our thoughts
through the air trom brain to brain is a finer and sub.let form of electricity,
and alt we need do 1s 10 find out how to captute it and how to force it todo
s work, as we have had to do in the case of cioctric carrents. Before the
day ot telegraphs neither ons of these marvels would hive seemed 20y
casicr to achieve than the other.”” The great humoarist dves not intend to
be funny when ho says this ; be is evidently scrious, and he tells a marvel-
luus atory about some experiences of his own. If he wants any one to write
him a letter, he sits down and writes such s letter as he desires to himself,
all in due form, signs it with person’s name, and puts it in an covelope,
This sounds simple enough, but what follows is somewhas peculiar. e
says a letter cxactly similar to his own will come from the person whom he
wishcd would write to him in duc time—that is as soon as the mail can
bring it. This is strange, and we would like to hear more about it before
putling our trust in the plan. We fear when * Mark Trwain's” * phreno-
phone * arrives there will be a break-down of the preseat social system, in
which diplomatic prevarication plays an importent part,



