
2 THE ORITIOL

The Gernian Governinent lias detcrmined on naking a goud liarbar iii

1-1eligoland, if possible, by improving and cnlarging the existitig 0o1e, i n
order t0 provide a refuge for the Gornian fiHlamirJg .iileks ând N.1%) -%i pur
pose for which the prescrnt harbor is inridequate. It is very probable thit a
brcakwatcr ivili ha built ngiinst flic stornis rrom the nortlî*east, the ilmost
dangerous in thoso waters. Fishcery officiais3 froîîî the ýNvrtl Sca .iIid dtl,
Blattit coasts, and authorities on deep) sea fishiug, have guîîc tu Iletiguiand
te study te hiarbor qucestion on tbe spot and draw up stiîg.,estionr3.

One of tho uiost prominent attractions at fie Yarmouîth Couiîty Exl'ibi-
tien is a balloon ascension. Ait aeronaut frotin Mieliigiîî lin(; bzeue'ggd
and the ascension will take place fromn the E'-xhiblitioti grotînds. Wk:îe1 tht'
balloon hias ro2chcd nt dizzy hieiglit iii thc air the attenant w'iil ialke a
parachute descent. This will lbe the first tinie this featîtie lias beeri pre.
sented at an exhibition i,î Nova Scotia. WVe have becard of su iany fatal
conclusions te parachute descents that it seoms ratber in unwiso thing te
bring such an Ilattraction "10e Nova Scotia. Tt nay lie a very pretty and
intercsting spectacle, but the clement of danger in it unly feeds the appetîte
of the public fcr sensation, and it ought on tbis account te bie deprecatced.

The action of a Roman Catholie missionary, cstabiished ne-Ir Calgary,
in forming a echeme for suppiying wives t0 a number of young Canadians
establisbed throughout the Northwest Torritories, hias received considerable
press criticism. In some quartersil itmeets with severe disâpprovai, and in
others it is favorably regarded. At any rate it speaks volumes for the
prosperity of the Northwe8t, that there are se rnany young men dcsirous of
entcring ino the Ilhoiy estate," and the fact that thay cannot, do so because
there are no women te niarry, ought te stamp the muan who arranges te suppiy
the deficiency as a benefactor of his kind. To be sure on the face of it it
is rather prosaical, but the young mnen and wvomen, whien they make each
other's.acquaintace, may be trusted t0 put in the romance for thernselves.There is no reason wby a certain number of young men sbould not bie able
to find wives te suit each o120 aMODg a certain number of young wvomen,
and if those'-districts where women outnumber the mien eau lie induccd to
contribute ta those whicb aro not s0 richly providcd.. a large* number of
happy boules niay be the resuit. The efforts of the missionary in question
ought nlot toi be frowned upon.

The Rov. J. S. V'aughan, in an article on IlThe Final Destiny of the
Earth," in the Dublin Rceieiv for July, says :-"l Now the question that at
once suggesta iîseif is this: MVen every soul of man th:rî lias ever lived,
from Adzmr 10 the final crack of ducm, lias clairned his bodiy, will there bce
iLnyth-g nt ail left of tho pleasant littho oib on whieh we d%;el l 'leo us it
sCR:Is much mort congre-ots and ficîin-g that aIl the eartb should lie used up
this way rather than that a portion t7ouly should, white a liroken and
shrUDken rOlic is ieft tco wandcr through space as nu impoverishcd and
,wallted plane:; and the inféence is that the eartb ivili endure until so many
persons shall have lived from the beginning, that on reciaixning their bodieq
the substance of the carîli will lie uuilized in meeting the demand " Whaî
bas science to say on the subject ? WVill flot there not ho some quecr
characttrs at the resurrection, and if it sliould bappen that there wvere just a
few souls too rnany to get Lodies, would they have to go forever withu i hein 1
The perplexities brought out by this new hypoîhesis are many, although it
would stem an unique wvay 10 finish things up, rind Ibose peuple whu"I want
the earth" would have to be satisfied witl. geîîing thecir share cf it if Lhberc
Was orily coough to go round, and nobody wlould bce hîelped tiwico. he
chief trouble is that there would lie notbing for the people to stand on whcn
thcy are resurrected.

Dr. Roch, ef Blerlin, has been uiskinf' experiments with the bacillus of
tuberculosis, wbich possess a great interesî for ail who have any tendcncy te
that drcad dieease, consumption. Dr. Koch cdaims te have discovercd a
;nethod by which consuoption ean, lic cured liy inoculation, tho liacillus of
tuberculoïsis in man and in cbickens blîg very mucli alîke, and thus lic
thinks that the chicken bacillus May ultimately prove a protclive for man
by vaccination. He flnds furîher that the dirct action of solar light on the
bacillus tuberculosis destroys in a certain trne, varying trom a few muinutces
to several heurs, the virulence of this microbe ivhen placed on the edge of
a window. This fact scems to point to the importance of air and sunlight
to consutnptives, an importance that hias neyer been sufficicntly recognized,
aithough it scems obvious cnough that if air and sunlight are nccessary te
bealthy people, tbcy must be oven more so to those whio are flot well.
Judicious climatic trcatmcnt is thus an important part of Dr. Koch's plan o!
trestment. The third branch of tbc great bacteriologiat's rescarches, which
are ati 1l incornplete, aizns at combatting tic parasites by means of varions
subsiances, such as arornatic compounds, mercurial vapora, analine dyes,
Ud epecially the cyaides and cyanates of gold. Those given in cxceedin,,Iy
sznal domes check and lessen the developmqent of the bacilli in man, and it
l. shown that certain druge render guinea pigs refractory te tuberculosis, and
even arcst the disease after it is in full course. Experimonts have aiso
been rnade in Paris by Dr. Gaucher, in the inoculation of ralibits with the
bacilli of tuberculosis, whicii produced the discases ini aIl cases. The
rabbits were then fcd upon bran rmixed with lioracic acid. On killing: these
animais after a lime no trace of tubercular disease could be found. This
naturaly does not quite prove that like treatînent would prove equally
efficacious with human subjects, but noverthelcss tt:sc exper mcrats du huld
out bopet to consumptive people. It is said that Dr. Kochi is about te,
begin experiments on human patients 8ufforing frora tulircu.ubis. The
public wll await further dcvelopments wia«h intcasc intcrcst,

The hackmen of Halifax as a body, with the exception of the malter
of noat peraouai appearance which we have bnd occasion te criticise on
prcv'ioîîs occasion, compare favorably with those of other chties, but lhere
arc grave exceptions te the ruIe, and white the majority are potite and
courtcous in their manneri, thcre are by far too large a number who in
tlii.ir .eal te obtain business are rude and boisternus in the extreme. A
il graint exampie of tItis was witnesscd on the arrivai of the steamer Bridgeo-
iraler hast wveeiz. A young lady landing on the whlarf was assailed liy over
a dozen cabmen, wlîo pulled lier iiher and tlîiîher, gralibed hier satchlîe
I roni lier band and succeeded in so terrifying bier that she was forced to
appeal t0 a gentleman for aFsistance. Ie speedily scattered bier tornientors
aud SI% bier iii safety te a carniage, but lier nerves were s0 unstrung that
suie fcared te trust lierseif' ahone in tlie cab, and the gentleman accompanied
b1r te lier destination. On lier arrivai sie was found toie c0o prostraîed thal
i iedical aid liad to bie sumnmoned, and she remained for soule days quite ill.

he suliject of clîild, niarriage in India bas Lecn forcibly arresting public
attention recently. It is undoubtediy one of the mosi hiarmful and degrad-
ing customs of that country, and evet lte IIindoos themsehves are lieginning
to recognize that tact now. A small class of educatcd Hindoos are work-
ing with zeal te bring about a reforni in thte malter. They have formed
associations and paesed resolutions, but an association is net a Governnxent,
and a rejsolution is not law. A writer in tlie Nete Beview nMaires a streng
appeal te the British Goverument te put a stop te chîld marriage in India,
and shows in vîvid coloring some o! the evils resulting fron the custont.
Thii ivriter saya :-'" lhere is help to corne from ? 1 roply : the flriisli
Goverr.-nent. Tiue it lias undertaken net te interfere with tbc religious
bliefs of the natives of India. But child marrisqe is n0t sanctioned by the
ancient Hindu religion. It is a incre custom. With customts the Govern-
nient bas, t0 itq credit, more than once interfered, in cases o! Infanticide,
Hlomicide and Sati. These Hindu practices were disqstrous, but, excepting
the first, they were self imposed and net universal. The person sacrificing
himisclf or herself suffered premnature death in Ibis world, hopiog liy that
action te secure eternal rest He or sho died and tho malter ended. But
the Government considered ilself bound 10 step in and prohibit those in-
Ituman practices. Now the practice o! child moarriage is really far worse
t!tan thie above.xnentioned abuses, for by that practice ecd and ev~ery
individual is affected. It cals into the vital essence of young an d old alike,
wiîhout distinction Hovw many a man bias died heari-broken and bank-
rupî îbrough it, and wbat a itumber o! wvonuen have te lead a life of utter
misery and degradation! lIow many babes die before tlîey are even
conscious of their exiitence, simply as an inevitalile reauit of this unîtatural
sysýtent ! Considering ail te evil Ibis monstrous customi is doing te tbe
nation, --ie may wtell a-sk w!ýcth'r Ï9. - higl: !or 11h2 Brit-eh Governmcnt te
continue passive. Tiiere shouid lie ne delay in taking action. he incazures
adopted need flot necessarily lie harsh, but rather shiuuld lie nid and
persuasive. Without loss of linie tbe Govemnnent m;phr do a great dcal in
publicly showing disapproval of ibis custeom of thie Mindus by decliniug
lu tuld any marriage as linding until the agts of. say, eighteen in the boy
and lourteen in tne girl." A recent despatch from Caelcutta States tîtal the
Government is iouking jute the qacstion and will probaliy hegisisie on the
subjeet. -

'rThe Biritisht Association, wvfii recenfly met ai Leeds, bas been enquir
ing ii.to the question of"I What portions of the globe reniain available for
Europ)eansettlenment 2" *,%r. Ravenstein's rcmar-s (in flie subject have
clicited mucli comment, Ie pointcd out the v.sIous aroas on bte world's
surface 'vbich wcere uninbabitcd, and said the area o! the land within the
limits fit for the growth of cercais was 46,35o,ooo square miles, namiely:
Cultivable, 28,209,000 square Mil es; stepple, 13,901,ooo square miles ; and
desert, 4,180,00 square miles. The population of tlie area in 1890 was z,-
467,600,000, and the population in the year 2072, A. i), sbould ithe lîresent
increase in the population lie maintaineci, would li2 5.994,000.000. le hid
calculated that thîs population wvas thie number the carth could fecd if thcy
were content with a reasonable increase iii their present allowance, and did
not devesop int voracieus animais. Of course, that depended upou
whcîher the carth's surface ivas properhy cultivatcd. lie complaîned about
the land in England being lield in a fcw bands, and said that tbe Americans
had 'vasîed thoir resources in a style Europe had neyer seen. If this state
o! affaira was rîghted, the population could lie easily mainîsined. ln
Europe, hie :naintained, the north inen were crushing out tie souîh, and
France was bcing takien up by flelgians and Germans. He did not consider
that tropical countries wcre suitabie for European settlemeni, though their
bealîli in thiose countries iad been greatly improved by sanitation. Popula-
tion in some countries did not increase, and when they came t0 compare
tacts tbey founid that the 8uperior races increased at a iowver rate than
inferior races. He maintained thai lie earîh, if the present state o! malters
went on, wouid ho full in. cxactiy 182 yeara; but hie did flot think they
ought to make such a fuss about it, for it was certain îbey would flot live te
sec the day wlîcn there iras ne more room on tht earth. It nay Lez that
tic population will go on incrcasing ai the old rate. The fear ibat the
worhd is filling too rapidly wilI Le dispelled by the knowledge o! îLe tact
that the inerease of population is diminisiing aIl over western Europe.
E-ven the hirîli rate of Britain lias gene down pregcessivehy threo or four in
the tbousand wiîhin tue hast ten years, and wilh in ail probabuiiy fait lower.
Tue population o! France, as is well known, is stagnant, and Spain 's is
nearhy so. Even if thn human race were to continue to increase as formenly,
we cannot but tbînk that mcisis %vould lie providcd fer its support and the
wa3le places of thi~ earth b.: made tu blussoun as the rose. NlednRhile tiere
18 nothmîg tefea.-fromt ongeetion in our favored hanri. 0cr N.îrtliwesl alune
will accoinmodatc thjuàands cf selliers, and the couantry wili b_- ail tic bet
tom for bcing occuptied.


