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THY VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

Frazuary 14

THE COLONIESR.

To the Editor of the Times.

Str:—1I venture to ask your insertion of
some observations on the policy of Englind
in regard to her colonial possessions.

I propose to consider the question wholly
irrespectively of the recent correspondence
betweon Earl Granvillo and the Committaeo,
snd to dissociate the spacial case of New Zoa
land from the genornl subject of colonial ro-
lation. Publicopinion both here and in the
Colonies, as I gather it, may be ranged
ander three hoads. first, those who, Jdesire
to get rid of tho colomes, aither on the
ground that they bring no profit to, but are,
on the conirary, a burden upon, and =2
source of danger to Great Britain, or that
their own interests woule bo promoted by
separation ; second, those who, while they
desire an the whele to continue the connex
ion, think that cssential changes are nced
ed, either by giwing the Colonies a repre-
sentation of some sort in Groat Britain, or
like Lord C-ey, that the changoe must take
the form of & surrender by the colonies of
their present power of self government,
and the devolution of those powers on the
Colonial Secretary ; and thatat is nocessary
to determine now what the exact naturo of

the changes will be , and those, who impres-
sod with tha advantage of the cunnection to
both, regard its perpeluation s a parainvunt
counsideration; who believe that on the
whole the existing rulations do not work
badly, but v are ready to consider 1n
what respect .uey may be showa to work
anfairly, and are eyaally prepated to re-
vise them and to remeady whatever is inequi-
table, whu depracate the attetept nuw made
to apportion with sharpness and preason,
and by one general rule, the exact iights
and duties of ¢acli in the futuie, and to su-
porsede a system which auswors ull present
ends by ono which is whoily experuuental,
—uut who, seeing in the present uasetiled
aspect of the question many clements of
danger, consider that sume authuritative
axpression uof vpinion or vther form of ac-
tion is called for, affirming the supreme cun-
dition of maintaining the integrity of the
empire.

The merits of these varivus views can
hardly fail to undergo discussion during
the coming session.

!
|

mained at home. They are sonsitive to the
charge of leaning in helpless dependencevn
the mother country, of clinging like fright-
ened children to tho skirts of the Old
World, ot adding to the burdons of her al-
rosdy overtaxed population ; of being slack
to use the functions of political muturity,
and of being, in short, unworthy of Imperial
protection,  Woull the English people de.
sire to seo their brothern abroad daveid of
this susceptibility, or less ready than they
are to resent the imputation of seltish and
unmanly dependence ?

The prosent dangor lies in the continu-
anco of misunderstanding on these points,
aud in discussing thom 1n a captious spirit
of recrimination. deparation in any case
would Lo nativnal calamity ; separation now
undor emotions engendeored v <uch impu-
tations doubly so. It would seive no good
purpose to ianguire wh.ower such feelings
are warrantea vy any Lung that 1.8 occurred
here. I believe that if dunger from without
actunlly menaced any part of the empire,
however remote, England would as prompt-
ly in the future as in tho past, throw aside
Al calcvlattons of expediency. and that the
whole power of tho nation would be unhesi-
tatingly put forth for its protection; but
events have done & great deal to weaken
that conviction in the minds of many in the
remote portions of the empire. Lrue, tho
words of no responsiblo Minister can be ap-

ealed to in advocacy of separation, still
ass words which would warrant the impres-
sion that tho protection of England would
be withdrawn, and it may be that colonial
sensibility attaches undue importance to the
appurent leaning of influertial organs of
public opiaion on this question; Lut still
tho fact as it is has to Le dealt with, and wa
cannot leng postpone the practical consi-
deration of the question whether the policy
of England is to bo one of abanduning or
drawing the culuaial fumilycloser to her.

It would, however, Le unfair to impute to
the Colouial uflice the respuusibility fur auy
fecling that may wow exist in tho colonles.
It is Lut siinple justico tu say, as I can do,
after an experience of tuany years, that,
whichever of the grest parties in tho state
controlled it, I am aware of no instance in
which repiresentations o any impurtant
yuestion were'treated with indifferenco, or
iu which a full wieasure of considerativn fur
the concerns and interests of any colony, ur
towards any colonists personally, was want
ng.

The discussion of the subject itself will, I
trust, for the present, be elevated above the
arena of party, at allevents, antil a distinct

Indeed it would bo;separation of party upinin arises on the

most undesirabie that discussion should Lo | question whether 1t .» not desirable to ce
postpuned, for, although I fail to perceive |wment the connexio. rather than destroy it,
the exstence of any taugible colotial guev- | assuming always that the relation shail be
ance calling fur relief by Dailiamnent ab pro- | subject to such practical rovision as time and
sent, it cannot be denied that the leven of | altered conditions may call for.

uncertainty and approliensivn 15 duing its
work in the colonies, from Canada to Aus

Lot me, then, proceed to sift the causes of
misunderstanding here, and in the first in

tralia ; and the consequences of alluwing tho | stance to test the sounduess of theseparatist
question to drift un withuut sume guidance | argument by considering it what_respect the

cannot be any other thau preuicivus. Con

Colonies are either a source of danger, bur-

tinued speculation ana doubt as to the pro- ; densome, or profitless. If j.ublic opinion can

bable immediate future is not a condition
calculated to further cuntentment our the
progress of a community, Mcnare distracted
by the discussion of theories from tho prac
tical duties of the day ; good administration
and the adoption of svuud views of policy
are all subordinate, and becoming aspira
tions, eithar as IEnglishmen or as men found-
ing « new nationaiity oi their own, worthy of
their race, are for the time wholly repres-
sed.

Nor is thisall, colonists abroad are, to say
theleast, aahigﬁ-spirited as if they had re-
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be put right in this respect, as I believo it
will be Ly an impartial consideration ot the
facts, and torms of appreciation will in fu
ture supersede those of complaint in dis
cussions respectingthe Colonies, and a read-
iness to adjust present difficulties be shown
cn both sides, we shall have reached .the
turning point of better relations, My pre-
vious habits of thought may cause mo to
learrto the Colonial side, ami’ therefors my
arguments may be taken with some qualili-
eation; but I will endeavour to state them
asimpartially as I can.

In coneidering tho supreme question of
the alloged danger to both, which results
from tho present connexion, I will take the
case of Canada, confessedly, by reason of its
goographical position, tho strongest illustra-
tion against me, and because I am most fa-
wmiliar with it.

It is urged that, in caso of a war with 'he
United States, Canada must oither bo aban-
doned, or, if defended, must bo overrun, and
that iz aither case national disaster would .
onsue. ""his argument, if well founded,
ought, I admit, to have groat weight, and it
therefore demands morathan suporficial ex-
amination. The question, however, has two
sides. The consequenco of abandonment
now, has to ba considered us well as that ot
defending, and tlus not only as respeots
Canada and her defonco alone, but as the
policy of the abandonment may influence
tho other colonial possessions of England in
daciding them t6 makeo common cause with
ber or stand noutral in lhor quarrels. On a
moro calculation of relative strength, the
chances of war may appear to be against a
successful dofence of Canada, whichis a
nacrow steip of land, some 3,000 miles dis.
tant from England, with a population of
4,000,000, conterminous for more than 1,000
miles to the United States, with 2 population
of nsarly 40,000,000. Butas regards Canada,
vory exceptional considerations oxist, A
war between England and the United Statos
will be & war of exhaustion; both nations
may be fairly looked on as equal in courage
and appliances. The United States will
never, as any one who understands tho pub.
hic feeling on that subject must admit, o to
wart for the sake of conquening Canada.  An
attack on her will only Lean incident in the
war, nover the object of it. Now Canada
possesses some of tho strongest positions
known—Llalitax, Quebec, St.” John, and, if
properly covered, Montreal and Kingston,
and other places in the Peninsula Lotween
Lake Unturio, Erie, and Hurun. These po-
sitions wre all remoto from each other, St.
Joln being 250 miles from Halifax, that for-
tress o its turn being 600 miles from Quabec,
Montreal Leing neatly 200 mies stiil more
remote, and Kingstun lying 180 miles yet
further to the west. To reduce vven these
positions separate armies and fleats would
be required. In the greater part of Canada
1o army could keep the field in winter, and
unless the works were takenin one yoar,
the siege must bo raised and uperations be-
gun afroshin the spring. True, the two
countries are in some places contiguous ; but
in the parts where .this contiguity exists the
country is wild, the climate is most severe.
and winter operations wholly impossible, In
other placos where it might be possible for
any army to existin huts, it is all importany,
to beuas i mind that for many hundred miles
the invader would havo broud lakes in s
rear, Adaoutting, for argument sake, that
the enemy had commana of them, they are
impassible in winter, whether for ship or
sleigh, The supplies for a large force and
all muauitions of war would have to be drawn
from Leyond them, andthe winter supply
must be transported in summer, and stored
in o hostile country. I do not believe that
the elen.onts of climate und distance and
inaccessibility have ever had thewr due
weight in considering the quostion of the de-
fence of Canada.

bavo suppused for the sake of argument
that the enemy obtained a superiority on all
tho lakes. But as regards Lako Oatario,
the conditions are all on the side vt Canada,
if tho advantage he properly seized at tho
outset. The Amaerican tonnage on it is not
greatly superior to the Colonial. True, on
Lakes Erie, Huron and Superior, the United




