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For the Papapvranian Raview
SPRING PLOWERS,
By YAINFRY 1ALV AN,

Wricony, the son's tetursiog power !

Wetiome, the soft and genial shower
Onthe fresh May swand fatling !

Oa hill 1 d aly, by woodland ways,

In hosts of Al wetrs that shyward gage,

Forth from the carth swect hymns of pratse
low grandly they are calling t

“Tis Nature's tubate 10 her Gad
And the hamlent ibwmeret of the sal
Trof 1 a sueel oblation,
Well was iy sunp in lofiler verse,
Though men were not, or were what's worse,
Athents, God would have worshippers
And daily adoratlon,

Sueet fawers—in them the signs we trace
Of bearvenly wisdum, power and grace—
They're Nature's gospel preachers,

" Mark ye theiies oflhe Leid,”
Qur Savioue said § then tet us yield
Attention due to truths 1evealed
By duly sanctioned teachers,

Through flowers;Lod did, even from the A,
Stww mercy 10 the ground He cutst,

Had man the wit to read them,
But since our Saviour veleod thelr pleadings,
From Eden's book they'te nut mere 1eadings,
Gol's word in their sweet intercedings,

Is pledged to those who beed them,

" hieg Solymon, in his array,
Surpassed us not,"” inspared they say,
' Andfwe're tut simple flowers §
If thus of us hearen's Ring takes care,
What reason you,should e'er despalr,
You who His heavenly image beat,
Blest, too, with godlike jowe:s?

** We tell not, spin not, only phre
Beauty and sweetness while we live,
God's great designs aubserving !
Blenr, ot uablest, inaybap, of ien ,
Suog or unseng by tengue ot pen,
Vet stlll within th' Atmighty's hen,
And from Llts will ne'er swerving,

* la genlal May, ‘neath kindly sly,
In beaaty what with us may vie
Yet we shall soon be dying.
Stay, folly's dupes, a moment May !
Leain (tom us, ere we fade away,
How beaulg aod youlh must soon decay
And in the toob Le lying.

* Yet, Chrntaang, deem not such our doom,
Rejidee, that we again shall bloom,
ypes of your resureection
When like a hly bulb unioll'd,
You'll spring Linmottal from the mould,
Tu Licom, where brighter skies unfold,
1a loveliest perfection.

** Bat worldings, you that prize the flower,
Vet with the teachingzs of God power
And wisdom {dly dally ¢
1w long will love transient shows,
Charm'’d with the features we disclose,
1 Yet see no Leauty in Sharon's Rose
Aund Lily of 1he Valley.”

ToronTo, Aay 1124, 1856,

THE WEAR AND) TEAR OF MODERN LIFE.

TRERF has long prevailed & convichion, the out-
come in part of intuition, 1n part of evidence which
1n its natute o somewhat indefinite, that we arc
living at too fast a rate, and that the pressure shows
signs of inc- pase rather than of diminution.

There icems no reason to dispute the prevalent
sinpresston that nervous duedsea are commoher
than formerly, and that we suffer vastly more than
our forefathers trom the sense of pressure, worry
and unrest.  Mr, Goschen, 1n hisrecent adauirable
address on “ Heanng, Reading and Thinking,"
remarked with too certam truth that not only are
we always 1n & huiry, but that we would be
ashamed to admit that it was cver otherwise.
This high tension, though no doubt pecuhariy
charactenstic of metropolitan hife, prevails more
or less 1n all our Jarge cenires of population, and
we cannot regard wts posmible futther inctrease
without apprehensiun, both for ourselves and
those who will come after us.  To a certain exient
1t 18 the ineviteble outcome of modern civilization.
Steam has not merely quickened physical move-
ment, but ats acceterating effect has operated in
everidcpanmem of life and manners, The tele
graph and teicphone mark the victory of the mnc-
teenth century over space and time, but we pay
for the boon in an incieased expenditure of vital
energy [lducatton has enlarged is scope and its
claims at so rupid a rate that already the timid are
beginming to demand a hal,

Now, we are far from thinking that civilization
will xrrest its onward career or abato its clains, oo
matier how Joud or how earnest be the notes of
alarm. We cannot put the drag on human pro-
gress, or modify at will the cownplicated conditions
of modern suciety. Ease of existence and simph-
city of manrers are not to be oltained by merely
sighing for them. Hut, white we can do little to
stay the onward relentless rush of modern pro.
gieas, 1118 worth our while to inquire what are its
t‘e{cuhur dangers, and whither it is surely tending,

o cannot leap from the express train, but it s
something to know whither we are going, and
whether the road is clear.

Medical science offers us this preliminary conso-
lation. Hard work, physical or mental, is not
ouly not. hurtful, but 1s actually healthful, The
hard-worked tnuscle, whether of arm or heart,
responds to the sumulus, and receives an accession
of wvigour and development. The hard-worked
brais, 1 placed under favourable conditions for tis
activity, becomes more vigotous and fruitful, Ins
deolent inacuvity ol body or mind 1s undoubtedly
far wiore 10junious to both physical and intellectual
vigour than severe {abour, provided only that the
lsbour be pursued under healthfyl conditions of
food, air, rest and sleep. This, in brief, i3 the
mensage of science, that not luﬁour, but its too
often abnurmal environment, is reaponsible for the
deterioration of the physical and intellectual
powers, The factory operative who succumbs at
forty dies, not of hard work, but of foul air and
defecrive diet.  Over pressure jn the schools
means, for the most part, not that the bran is
geuing oo much food, but that the stomach 13
getting too little. The student induces brain
weariness, not merely by excessive study, but by
late hours, insuflictent sleep, lack ot fresh atr, and
pethaps, »r undue pattiatity for the 1obacco leaf
or the tea-pot, It cannot be toc stroogly pro

Jdaimcd that the end of modern civilization s, not I
that we should arzest the pressure of work, which
it s unnecessary to do, and, if necessary, would
be hmpossible, but that we should learn to work
under healihful and eational conditlons.

One of the wost genuine difliculties of modern
life lies In the hinderances which exlt Lo the
proper adjustinent of work, The hard wotker iy
the mian who maintaing a hizh average of wosk,
not he who crowds into one day the toil of Lwo,
end then spends two ot three davs of ldleness in
attempiing to recupesate his powers. No error is
mora frequent or more disastrons than this. Much
veaation, disappeiniment, and discase would be
averted If wo would ascertabn the limits of our
powers, and reatize that 1o exceed them s pot an
tconomy of time, but preciscly the reverse, 1his
it a hatd lesron 10 learn, and (it is sometimes
leatned too late, ST peunesie sivail ¢ sf vieiliense
ot ui=~if youth only hnew how right'y to use jla |
poners, and if age only setaimned the poners which
it learns, pethaps too late, how to use! ‘This
auempt to crowd into one Yay the work of two has
the grave disadvantage of entaliing a great eapen- |
diture ot vital force as the result of worry, We
wear oursclies out, not Ly hard work, ‘)ut by
anxious thought tegarding the adjustment of wor
and by nervous treitation at the failure to accom-
plish an extravagant task, A complex social ays-
tem makes a multiplicity of claims upon us § but if
we would Ine wisely we must learn ro to adjust
those claims that we shall discharge each in the
order of 1ts impottance, and not waste time and
encrgy in constant hesitaion as 1o which has the
nght of priority.

Seience gives us a further consofation in its
dictung, that test is not to be found in inertness
but 1n change of cccupation. The over-worked
man ofien looks forw ard to his ennoal hotiday, and
promirea himsclf the great luxury of samply doing
nothing.  He tries the experiment, and, in nine
casea out of ten, it 13 a disastrous failure, He
dieams of Iying on his back, and watchiny the
clouds or the sea, sand enjoying a delicious indo-
ience. e gets his wish, and he is more weary
and miscrable than ever betore,  He has forgotten
that he 1s no longer a chitd, and that he has lost
forever the capacuty of being idle.  But a distinct
change ot occupation uouls have given him the
distraction which he needs.  Thus, we sec a great
statesmian spending the leisure of the Parliamen:
tary recess in maintaining a philosophic contro-
rersy, or a great naturalist rping aside to dis-
course upon the choice of books. Amud tho high
tepsion of the mneteenth century it is some
consolation to hnow that the weary bramn-worker
need not acck absolute idleness ; but, by turnin
aride mio fresh pastures, tay find new matetia
for the healthful exercise of that mental activily
which has become second nature.

Lhe conclunion at which we arnive is, then, that
the necd of our age 13 not test and stagnation, but
heaithful conditions for work, freedom from
worry, sunable varicty, and a wise distribution ol
our ime. —Front i paper by Dr. Roote, in the Fert-
nightly Retien,

THE CENTURY DICTIONARY.

Fok the past five yeats The Century Co, New
York, has been engaged in preparing a dicticrary
of the English language, ol which Professor Wil
liam D. Whimney, of Yale College, Is editorin.
chief,—the purpose being to make a more coprpre.
hensive work than has yet appeared in popular
form, to include, 1 addition to & very full collec-
t1ioa ot individual words in all depaniments of the
fanguage, all techmical phrases, not self explaining,
in law, the mechemcal arte, the sciences, etc, In-
deed, i s desighed to make this dictionary so
comptete in its defimtions of all branches of
science and art that even the specialist will need
nothing iutther, The number of ** pew " words in
many of these depariments 1s sa1d to be surpns-
ingly great. The dictionary will have also a
rematkably complete system of cross-references,
and will embody in iteelf a dictionary of synonyms
which will add greaily toats value,

A prominent feature of the new work will be its
encyclopedic character. lis definions will be
fuller and more complete than s customary in
worhs ol tlis kind , 1t wil} go further into the
various uses and meanings ol words, and 1n many |
cases wili give full explanations and descnplions
ol matiets histoncal, scientific, legal, mechanical,
cic,  Quite an atmy of persons has been at work
for severai years reading standard Amencan and
English books in search ol quotations, of which an
immense number will be vaed. Amernican wrniters,
such as Emerson, Lowell, Hawthotne, lrving,
Whuttier, Longfellow, Holmes, and our distin.
guished scentiats, ate receiving special attention,

The pub ishers are taking great pans with the
illustrasions, of which there will be about 5000
They ate cmploying the same class of artists and
chgravery that contiibute to their magaunes, and
they mean 10 make the result something hitherto
unkuown int the world of dicttonancs. Each pice
ture as it 1s drawn, and agan after 1t ts engraved,
ts submitted to the specialist 10 whose department
it belongs, that its scieatfic avcuracy may be guar.
anteed,  Of these specialists there are about thirty,
working at their homes 10 New York, laltimore,
Washington, New Haven, Cambridge, and clse.
where, each being individually tesponnble for all
the defimuions in his department, and all under
the general supervision of Prolessor \Whitney, who
will himsef Lave special charge of the defimtions
in the departiment of plilology, 1n which he je
famuus, and of the speling and prenunciation
It is understood that be will not adopt a phonetic
method of ypelling, though on theoretical grounds
he is known to favour I, Professor Whitney is
not only recognit=d as the most eminent Ameri.-
cab phiiologist, but the London Satwrday Review
has recenily pronounced him the foremost Eng.
lishsspeaking scholar in his depatiment. In ad.
dinon to the specialists, a forco of about Alty
assistants has heen busy collating matenal and
prepaning copv for the printer, tho final work on
which is done with type-wniting machines at The
Century Co.’s office,

The inception of this scheme was a deslre to
improve and Amencamize the * Imperial Diction.
ary " of Great Iiritain, brought out 1n this coumti
b{ The Century Co. five years ago. A3 the wor
of altering it advanced, it became apparent that &
better plan was to begin d¢ nove, and so the far
greater wotk of making a new ciu:uonary of the
Boglish language was begun. Two or threo years
must still elapse belore it will appear, wnd in the
mean time opportunity is alered by the publishers
to those nterested (n helping on so useful a work
to conttibute matenal and suggesuons to lt,
Much valuable matter haw been received in this
way (rom many scholars and practicaten all over
the world.

It 15 estimated that upwards of & quarter of &

—

willion of dollars will be spent upon The Cen-
tury Dictlonary before it is ready for publication.
‘The work of type-setting and printing will be
done by the De Vinne Press, In the pew building
into which they have tecently moved,

——. - -

THE CHURCH DEBT.

Tut church debt s a comparatively modern ap.
phiance, and yet it has been productive of many
peculiar features.  For Instance, we call 1o mind
the clergyman who mekes n specialty of goin
from place te place as a successful debt demol-
isher.  He is a part of the general system just as
much as tho Ice cream freczer or the button-hole
bonquet.

1hen there is the row or social knock-dow n.and.
drageout which goes along with the chureh debt.
All these things add to the general Interest in one
way or another which is the mission of the ¢. d,

I once hrew a most exemplary weman who
became greatly interested in wiping out a church
debt, and who finally succeeded in wiping out the
debl, but In its Jast exnlnng Jeath strupgle it pave
her a wipe from which she never recovercd, She
had succeeded in begping the milk and ¢r¢am and
the ¢gge and the sanSwichcs. and the use of the
dishes and the sugar, and the loan of an oyster and
the use of the freezer, and fifiy butten hole
bouquets to be sold 10 men not in the habut of
weanng bouquets, but she ¢ould not borrow &
circular artist to revolve the crank of the freceer,
sa she apitated it herself, Her husband had to 5o
awnay purior to the fesuvities, but he ordered hernot
to crank the freezer.  He had very litife intluence
with her, however, and so to day he Is a widower,
The church debt waas revived in the l’oilowinﬁ year,
and now there 1sn't a more thriving church debt
anywhere in the country, Only last week that
church had traded «ff $75 worth of grocenes in
the form of asbestos cake and cellutoid angel food
in such a way that if the cost of the groceries and
work were not conudercd, the clear profit was $13
aftet the hall rent was patd,  And why should the
first cost of the grocenes be reckoned when we
stop 10 think that they were involuntatify furnished
by the depraved husband and father?

I must also add that in the above estimate doc-
tors' bills and funeral expenses are notreckoned. —
Nye

——

A CHILD MINISTER.

HFRE is a story of a child minister that will
show ycu how very much children can do for
Jesus.  Little Annie Gale had given hier heart to
{'uus, and now all day long she wanted to be doing

i will and pleasing Him,  But onc morning her
heart was very much grieved, A gentleman called
at her fathet's house, and he laughed at the notion
of little Annic being converted. She was always
so good that she did not need it to make her any
better,” he said, “If old Dan Hunter began to
love Jesus, now, 1 should think there was something
init} Poot little Annie was very much grieved,
and going away to her room, she knelt down.

Now these was no mistake about it that old Dan
was the very crossest and most disagreeable man
in the village. He worked away in his wheelwright
yard, grumbling and growling all day long. No
poor woman ever came inlo his yard to get
shavings for her fire, and no bny ever crept in
there for a basket of chips. Nobody who could
help it ever came to scc Old Dan. This motning
he was at work beuding at his saw, when a very
pleasant Intle voice said, '* Good morning, Dan”

The voice was 30 pleasant that Dan looked
around and fotgot to scow), ' Piease, Dan," said
Intle Annie, 1 want to spesk to you, and I'w
sure you won't mind, will you ?”

Now it was st long since anybody had cared to
speak to Dun at all that he couldn’t understand
what this little maden could have to say, vo he
laid doxn his saw and rolled his apron around
his waist, and sat down on the trunk of a tree.
Really, for old Dan, he was looking quite pleased.

\vell, whatever do you want to say to me,
httlo one #* Ho spoke gruffiy~he always did, but
it was a good deal for old Dan to speak at al), (or
he generally only grunted.

Little Annie sat down by his side, and, looking
up 1nto his rugged, wnnkled face, she eaid, “Well,
Dan, you know Jesus does love me, and 1 do
love Him. [but the gentleman at home says that
[ am so little, and that | ain 8o good, that ho does
not believe that [ know anything about it But he
says that il you would begin to love Jesus, then he
would behieve i it. Now, Dan, you will, won't
you? [Hecause Jesus docs love you, you know,"
and little Annie took hold of Dan's great,
rough hand. * He loves you very, very much, Dan,
You know Ho died upon the Crose for all of us.”

Poor old Dan1 Nobody had ever talked to him
like that for years and years—never since hus
mother had gone to heaven. And down those
wrinkled cheeks the tears began to come, very by
and very fast. “ Don't cry, Dan; because G
loves us, though we have minned, and He semt
{,esua 1nto the wotld to save us.” Dan's heart was

roken, He could only say, ** God be merciful to
me, the worst of sinners.”  As little Annie taiked
with him, he came to see all=—how tliat Jesus
died for him, and was abic to give him & clean
heart and a nght spint.  Lattle Anniz left him
prassing God, his heavenly Uather, for such won-
derful love, and went away to tell the gentleman at
her home.

“Now, sir,”” said she, you must believe that
Jesur loves me, becaure old Dan  Hunter
has tenl:ir begun 10 love Iim, and he has got
converted.”

* Nonsense," laughad the gentleman. \Why,
Annie, whoever told you thay

“\Well, you'll see,” And he did, and so did
everybody elte in the place. They saw that old
nipped, lrowning face turned into jtK and glad-
pess. They saw thell-tempered old Dan become
so kind that everybody had a friend in hum; and
when you passed the yard you my;ht be sure to
hear & hapgy old man, as he worked with hammer

<

and saw, cheerily singing about the wondrous love
of gesuu.
30 Annie ministered unto the Lotd.—Cirnslian.

AN INTERESTING DOG STORY.

1 HRARD a very curous story about an old dog
the other day, which speaks much for the dog'my
sagacity, and i might almost say, of his reasoning

wers, and { believe the story to be ntricnl{ troe;
it waa told to me by a gentleman of unquestionable
veracity.

‘The name of the dog was Myjsr. Hs was a
most [aithful and affectionate animal, a firm friend
to his master and all hie family, a great pet and
safe companion for their children, and & jealous

uardian of their welfare, But Majyr was grow-
ng very old. He had lost his Foulhful vivacity
and activity and his maturo usefuluens. He was

no pleasure or comlost to himsclf or to anybody
clue, and It had Leen sugpeated fiequently (n the
famlly conclaves that the worn-out old dog niust
be shot or disposedd of Jn some such unweliome
manner, butthe evil deed was put off fiom day to
day, as no one had the heart or the courage to
pronounce the sentence of death on the faithful
creature,

Finally, hiis master called Major Into his library
oneo day, and said, in slow and solemn volce
o Major, old fellow, 1 want 10 have a serious talk
with you," and the poor old dog sat up as atralpht
as his infirm back and limbs would permit, and
listened to what his master had to say, which was
after thls fashion ;

" Now, Major, you know that you ate getting (o
be a vety old doy, and that you ate very ustless.
I am totd every day that you are goed for nothing,
and that 1 must shoot you or teke your life in some
way, The family cannot keep jou around any
longer, and the sooner you aro put out of the way
the better.

Here poor Major set up a most piteous and
melancholy whiue, as if ho understaod every wond
chat vas sard to leor and that his hearc was
breaking.

“ But, Major," continued his master, *}, too,
am growing old hio you, and know that 1 am of
very little use in tho world ; and you hnow many
people think that old people and old dogs ars very
much in the way, and many old men and old
women are sent to the poor-house 1o be taken care
of. You know that is where old Jerey Styles has
lived tince he has been old and uscl.es, lere
are & great many old men there, and who knows
but 1 may bave 4o jrin them if ] live much longer ?
Now you nmiay go, Major. [ have told you plainly
what 1 ought to do for f-ou. but for the old times'
sake 1 will keep you a littte Jonger.”

Major Iistened vory attentively o all his master
had to say, and then, in & most solemn manner,
walked away with slow stcps, his cars and tail
drooping, and left the house where he had lived
for man&‘. many years.

Poor Major was not seen apain that day or the
aext, and though dilizent inquiries were made for
the missing dog, ‘cl no teace of him could be
found, and the family came to the conclusion that
1n a fit of desperation the poor animal must have
committed suicide, DBut at Iast, on Saturday after-
noon, the dog sppeared in his old home, seemed
very Rlad 10 ate every member of the family, and
he received & very cordial welcome ; but when
evening came he again disappeared and did not
return until about the same hour on the next Sat-
urday alternoon  He looked sleek and in good
condition, as if he had taken excellent care of him-
sclf, made himself perfectly at home, and seemed
wonderfully happy 1o meet his old (riends ; but he
disappeared in tho evening as before, but came
trotting along 1o lus 0id home on the next Satarday
st the same hour.

It became quite a mystery what had become of
the dog between the two Saturdays, and before a
great while it wan ascertalned that the dog after
listening »0 patlently to hls masier's speech, say-
ing he was old and weless and must be got nd o,
and learning that the poor-house was a place (or
old and useless geoplc, probably reasoned, “ Why
not for dogston?' He started off dicectly from his
old home and diligenily made his way to that asy-
lum for the aged and infirm and useless, which
was absut a mule from his master’s hovse, He
walked into this retreat with much dignity, as if he
had a night to take a shelter there and ¢ pro-,
tection. He settled himsell quietly amoag the
m;lcu old people and made friends with ‘every-

But the moat curious part of the story was that
every Saturday afiernoon those inmaics who were
not too Infirm to leave the house were allowed a
hall-holiday , and taking advantage ot this, poor
Major felt that he was entitled to the astue privi-
lege, and that he too would take his hall holiday
with the other paupers , and so he regularly started
for his old home when the day came round, and
madc his visitand returned respectably bebare dark.

‘The man in charge of the poorhouse 3aid that
Major was the best dinposed dog he cver saw, and,
as g-e expresaed it, * acted hko folks all the time,”
atteuded sctvices at the little chapsl regularly
every Sunday, looking wiser than the wisest of the
whole congregation, Poor old Majer! 1 trum
there are many quiet days for him in his adopted
home, peacelully hving among his aged and help
less companions , and when his life draws tu ita
close he will leave behind & record of falthfulness
and sagacity which has rarely been excelled
Hlastrated Christian Weekly.

A\VELL DESERVED HONOUR.

Quezw's University, Kingston, has honouredats
seli and shamed all ourlittle pravincial colle,;es, by
conferring the degree of D.C.L. upon the Rev
5. T. Rand, our veteran Micmac missionary Our
hittle denominational colleges are Javish in con
fecring their degreet on Urithh admirals, gencrals
and other Imperial nabobs who happen to be
stationed on_this gareison for & year or two, but
natives, be thef ever so brilliant, distingu'shed and
deserving, arefrequently forgotten. Can any good
thing come out o? Nazareth? Dr. Rand is one ol
the mott extractdinary men of this genera lon  He
isCanada’s Etihu Burritt, Originally a bricklayer,
he educated himself, b:came a proficient Latin
scholar—the bestin the provinces, rivals Gladstone
in the translation of hymns into Latin, and writes
and talks twelve languages. At 23 he becamea
Baptist pastor, and had a most promising future
before him. In 1848, when Nova Scotia sent her
first missionary to the heathens in the Soulh
Paclfic, Mr. Rand was powerlully affected by the
rematk, * Why not Christianize the heathens at
home?” From that time ho devoted his life to
clvilizing and Christianiz'ng the semi-savage
Indians of the provinces. Since tien the Indians
have made more material and religious progress
than they made during the-previous 200 years,
Mr, Rand learned their fanguage, discovered the
wonderful story of Glooskap &nd other Indian
legenda, rivalling in-interest the romantic and
weird legends of the Norsemen, translated the
Bible and many other works iote Micmac, gave
them a dictionary and rescued their tanguage irom
oblivion. The next geaeration will begin to realize
Mr. Rand's great sacrifice and greater succes,
Meanwhile, itis a source of gratificatloa to Prin-
cipsl Grant’s host of admiress in the provinces that
be has had conferred the appropriate honour of
D.C.L. on a man so worthy to receive it as the
Venerable Silas F, Rand, By the way, [ should
not forget to add, that Mr, Rand has literally lived
by faith during the past quarter of a century. His
work has gone right along, yet he has not taken up
a collection nor asked any man to give one single
g.ﬂlu.—-Nm Scotia Correspondent of the Monireal

areile.



