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witlî trumpets. " This act neyer failed ail th-rough the
history af Israel. They sang in captivity, they sang on
their returri. Our Lord at the institution of the Suppcr
sang, the apostles, even in Roman dungeons in the
stocks, sang. The hast af God ail along lias been a
singing host, coming to the hcavenly Zion wvit1 sangs
and everlasting joy upon their lîeads. A redeemed
people could not do otherwise. They must sing-they
worship in singing. Their hearts like a growing rose-
bud burst into the beauty and fragrance of song. They
cannat help but sing. They sing alone in the privacies
of life andi they sinig in the public offices af devotion
and worship. Singing is anxecessity. WeII then, since
singing is of sucli an essential nature in a godly lite,
what provision should be made for ht in public wvorshipP
Certainly it ought ta liold a foremost place. In it the
people audibly express themnselves. In it, they pour
out, uike the singing bird, their hiearts before the Lard.
In it they worzhip. And tItis they cannot do by proxy.
it is best that they shoulti do it for themselves. To

pl ace an arrest an congregational singig is ta deprive
the people of a sacred enjoymnent, and also af an act of
high import. ln sang the ivhole nature is called forth
inta activity. The saul is.stirred, the heart is moved,
the memnory is quickened, the entire man is preparcd
for thc prcaching ai the Word. Good congregational
tioging gives warinth ta a people and lifts them ta a
bigher emational plane. It shakes thern loase framn the
spiritually enervatig con<itins in whicli they moved
just before, and brings thcm inta touch with the Divine.
In the alden time it was when thje peaple praised God
and gave thanlis that the glory af God appearcd. It is
wvhen the heart is attuned ta sing heartily in warship
that the opening heavens araund us shine with beams
o! sacred bliss. To-day there is a tendency ta apractice
greatly ta, be deplored, viz., that of leaving the singing
to the choir or ta a quartette. Bath are bad, and ex-
ceedigly destructive af congregatianal, morship. Trhe
very entrance cf either simula be resisted strongly.

If the people do flot sing alouti they should be
inviten and even ut-cd ta, do sa. In tht United States
quartette chairs have killed out congregational sing-
ig, andtinb doing that have deadened the spirit of
worship. Not lang aga we heard a ministcr say in bis
prayer afie. the quartette choir had sung several times
and the people hati sat looking on «4Accept O Lord
these services of praise that xve have rendered." That
iras hardly truc.

There are many unanswerable reasons against
allowing cither a choir or a quartette ta deprivc the
people cf the joy cf the service af sang in the House of
the Lord. The first is that it is a performance for
mshefic andi fot spiritual effect. Nothing in the
worship should be perrnitted that dots not edify. To
hear tht cultureti voices rising anti falling and inter-
twining--withaut the words being recognizable is
.simply tantalizing. And it is the voice culture that is
exhiibited«usually and not tht message af truth that is
delivered. A solo, such as «"One Sweetly solenn
Thought" sung by a clear distinct voice, may minister
grace unto thc hearers. It is a sermon in son&.. Andi
this should bc cultivateti for occasianal use in ail our
congregations. The second reason is, it deadens a
congregatian. It deprives theni of their part in wor-
s hip. They st anti listen, andi alas, too ollen ta, that
that has nothing in it for theni. It simply takes the

heurt out of the majarity of flice congregation. The
Sabbath W~orship is for ail the people andi nat a few
rnusically culturcd people. Il is for the îvhole congre-
galion. The third tenson is, it is too expensive.
'What is requireti ta mnaintain a quartette choir wvould
keep toa missionaries in the Home Mission Field. If
the miuney car. be raised-and il is otten a burdcn to
do so. let il go for Home.Missions. The fourth renson
is, it hinders many of the yauing people froni singitig
in the choir îvhere their distinctive talents mighl be
employeti ta tie Glary af Gadi. The ruling idea in the
Churc'h ta day is, 'lTn every mnan his îvork," andi by
relegating la a quartette choir that ltat miglil employ
twenty or thirîy young people, %we are ciosing out a
fine fiel-! of service framn an eýrcccdingly intcresting
part of oaur con-gregations.

Mr. ouysmethoti may be noticed. He lias haif
an lours singing ta prcpare the people t. -take in the
message. By sang hie breaks the current of their
thoughts setting wvorld-wvard andti urns the rurrent
God-ward, andi brings theni mbt sympathy %vith the
truth ai Goti. Thcre is in this practice a perceptible
advantage. Ail large andi successful cangrcgatians
niake much of singing, and that the cinging of ail the
people. Whatever eise is donc Jet us never lessen the
part the congregatian take in praissaig Goti unitedly.

Attention. We ask spccial attention ta the zoni-
inunication from the Rev. R. P. NlzcKay, in another
column. The schcme praposeti cannt fail ta, acconi-
plish much gonid, both, ta the Societie-s andi ta the cause
af 'Missions.

Cbnrcb Populu.- Some intcresting stalistics have been
t.i l bo uS. brouglittaliglit i n regard totheChurches

in the Unitedi States in the census report nnov being
printeti. It ernbraces marc than &o pages, and] con-
tains colared maps illustrating the extent of lte various
organized religiaus bodies in the respective States. A
study of it shows 143 distinct denarninations, liesides
independent clîurchies andi riszelhneauicangregations.
The ruost cheeriîng fact is founti in the large ituiniber ai
communicants reporteti, theymoal being 2o,(,12,.Suby.
These belong ta x65,î7organîzainscrccngîcg:aîi ns.
Therc are 142-521 edificesq. -'witl sittings for 43,5t'4.g63
persans. The church property used exclu!-ively fur
purposes of ivnrship is value.] at $()79(630,1 39. Tihere
are ii1.03,6 regular nuinisters, not inciudixig la>'
preachers. As ta membership, the Ileauing dlenumina-
tions rank as fohlows :-Calioic, b,5c.coc ethodist,

4,0000; aptist, 3,2i,000; P!CrSI'Ytii 11115, i, 2,8o.312;
Lutlheran, 1,230,ooo0: Protestant Episcn1 .al. :;4t.oeo.
Among the mare surprising resulisar1e the %.Iaietnts
that "out of a total Or~ î1,o00 Jewish1 commnincants
the Reformiet excced the Orthodox bwi TI'ere
are 13,i00 Russian Orthodox, ioo Grcck- Orthodox
andti 1.350 Greck Cathahics." It is still more %.urrris-
ing that tbe Salvation Army bas oniy .8,4 niemblers
enrolîcti, andi the Christian Scientists. whin îaik st,
loudly abti boastingly, have just ig less ilan that
number. Neither dots tac ordercf" -Ethical Culture-~
make much showing, niumbering conly î.6.and the
latcst af religious enlightencrs, the Altruists. can
report but .25 followcrs. The Theosorhical So'ciety
dots a little better, having an aggregatc of t9 . is
also stated that 'l ir nurnber of comniunit is and value
of church praperty New York Icads and Pennsylvania
follcws. But in nnmber af organi7ations andi church
edifices Pennsylvania is first anti Ohio çccond. The
inecase iu tht value of churcb property since hw;ba
been $325,146,.:;8, or nearly ninety-two per cent ,
while the number ai churches bas increaseti forty two
per cent.; the increase in the number oi organi7ations
is ane hundred and twenty-six per cent."


