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Ail clîristians are hoiy, for (c) tlwy h~ave îr expcctaions.-Triey desire and
expect notlîing but witat is warranteà by the Word of God. The apostie Pauil
was ut titis tinte writing to tlic lIcbrew.q, to a porton of' the Jewishi nation ; andi
it is at accreditcd fut titat the woridiy JeNvs !,1it'i expectcd titat their Messiahi
whcn 11e caine wouild erect a teiiiral kingdonî-«tlîat Ile would b>e a universal
conq(uerer, tiait the kinp. and nations of the worid would bring titeir glory anti
Jionor to the temple att Jertisaleini. Eveni Clîrist's own disciples appear for a
considerable tinie to bave been aflècted witi notions of titis kind. As the favour-
ed mies of Jesus, they wcre ready to imagine titat tiîey siîould bc cxaltcd to
stations naId offices of cîninence under lus telipoirad domtinion. But ini opposition
to evcrytiîing of this kind, God's owni chilciren arc hlîoy in ail their expectations;
titeir supî'cnie attaciînent is principaliy directed to spiritual and eternal bleia-
sîngs. Wliatever temporal fivour, whate% cr providential inerey, ~sconferred
on theni, it is titeir sincere prayer, their earnest desire, that tiiese biessings may
be sanctificcl; titat titrough Nwiîatevcî' channel tiiese miay coule, tiîey may ail be
for and advanee the glory of God. Titus, thien, it is ecar titat the desires andi
expeetations of God's people are for Min anîd frorn Mhin. Ail christian bretîtren
are brethrcn in principie, in profession and in expectation. teIoybehe

Tie apostie in tile tcxt declares9 the eninient privileges lcloy rtie
posess. Ile says th at tltey are Ilpartakers of thte heaveny kal,. Adti
indicates titeir liîoy and vffectuai, vocation, bv tihe agrency of wiclie they are
calle(i out of (iarkiiess into inarvellous liglit. ýfîis heavenly eaul nay be said to
bc froin ahove, for 1

(a) Thte mnails of grace in tic/t tltey zcerc called, and thte Spirit
of grace by wtom tey are calle<, are lteavendy in titeir nature. On
titis account it is an unspeakable and pricelcss biessing for any people
to bc làvottred and biessed ivith gospel ordinances. It is kDa sure sign tîtat
God lias inercy in store for thein; otiierwise thte caniestiek of trutli would
flot have, been given, andI if not itiglly valued, would have beemi renîoved. The
external cali of the Ilglorious gospel " is te bc e i o every mratur'e. And
whcere the gospel of Christ is preaclied in purity anti sitnplicity. titis is ail wel;,
but the gospel of the grace of God ivili neyer bc effectuai without the internai
operations of the divine Spirit. Hetice, we inay learn the great îîccessity there
is for ail enjoyimîg gospel ordinances, for the fervour of devout supplicatiotîs titat
every iinistration, of the gospel înay be biessdb u getMsero sei
buies, titat lis word may be glorifled, siiners bruit $0 sec the error of' their
ways, and God's own pteople built up in thteir niost lioly fihi. If titis ealu li
heavemilv î its enigin, it titercby imîdîcates its freeness; "fe1r it is hiot by works
of riglîteousness that we have donc," it is solely of sovereign grrace, enttrely in-
depemîdi(ent of any good in the mrature. It also denotes its reai1ity:. if it bc frein
hicaven, ten it is tiot an inmposture, fobr it wiil bear ail scrutiny and the mest
severe test; it wviil, nîcreover, suifer ail exaînination, for it is founded on thxe
invincible energy of tie Spirit of God. Yotî wvio are priviit'ged ivitlî gospel
ordinances, and cspecialiy tiiose çcf yoit whio have, by the iicreyr andi grace of'
God, been muade partakers of the eflè!ctual iîeavenly cxiii, refect ivitli gratitude
upon your ciiiistian priviieges. «Your safet 'y does tuot depend on yoitr owni
strengthi; vour salvation is only of God, tiieret'ore Ile iviii enable yen by is
race Ilto«be stedfast, unînoveabie, and always $0 abound iii the work of the

(1) Thtis ca/I l.eing front /eakren, puis all G'od's people in t/w possession of
lteaveuly r-ealiies,-aiidl it ivili oiy teritinate iii the full frtîitioli anîd enduring
enjoynient of tue inictldiate pi'est.xie of Ged in the paradise abuve. Titis eaul
brings, to the believer an earnest anti a feretaste of' ieaven te lus soul. On carti
it excite-s spiritual and devout affectionts in hiim, and iiakes hiii eavenly in lus
depýrtienmt; l hs conversation is iii hteavemi, frein wiee we luok for tue Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ." If we are indecd partakers of titis 1- heavemîly cailiing,)"


