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Sounded.gnd vrganized? or, what manner of
offices and orders did they recognize as sub-
sistingr in their visitations and cpistles to these
churches?

s« Now, if thes, which 1s obviously the rea-
aonable and legitimate method of investigation,
be adopted, we shall have no difficulty in ar-
riving at the conclusion, that our own Pres-
byterran polity and government is the more
agreeable to the model of the New ‘Festament,

“In Acts xiv. 23, we find, that Paul and
Barnabas, on their return to Aatioch, visited,
for a second time, the towns of Lystra and,;
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“ Another passage to whiclh I may allude,
is ‘litus i, 5-7 : ¢ For this cause I left thee
in Crete, that thou shouldst set in order the
things that are wanting, and orduin presbyters
in every city, as T had appointed thee. Ifany
be blameless, the hushand of'one wife, having
faithiul children, not sccused of riot, or un-
ruly. For a bishop must be blamcless, as the
steward of God.

¢t Jlere you perceive, the reason why, in
ordaining presbyfers, snch persons shounld be
seleeted as were  blameless™ s, ¢ that a
bishop must be blameless.”  Now, this would

t

Iconium, and other places in which they hudibe a very pood and sufficient resson, if
before prosecuted their Chrstisn mission ; ¢ bishop’” and  preshyter’” swere two names

the sume persons,—* presbyter or elder*! be-
ing the proper title of lie gffice, Lorrowed, as
was najural, from the usago of tho Jewish
synagogue ; while ** bishop or querseer’ was
deseriptive of the work, in taking charge oc
superintendence of the flock.’** :

After discussing the passages of scripture
relating to the subject, Dr. Crawford quotes
the testimonies of the Fathers to show that
Prelacy was an innovation upon Apostohic
order, a departure from the good old way.
And he thus Ssums up the argument from
authority :

“{1is, moreover, a well ascertained historical
fact, that the Christans in the kingdom of

and that they * ordawned clders or presbyters
i every church,”  In Iike manner Paul says,
i Tiusi. 5; ¢ For this cause left I thee in
Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the
things that are wantng, and ordain elders or
presiyters in every city:” and then, in a
fullowing verse,as I shall afterwards have
accasion to shew, he indentifies these preshy-
zers with bishops.  Frown these two passages,
it is too evident to be disputed, that * presby-
ters or bishops,”* which were numes given to
the same partics, were the only ecclesiastical
officers whom the aposiles and evangelists
were accustomed to ordaw for the edfication’
and government of the churches that were;
sctiled by them.

“In Acts xx. 17,28, we find that the
very same parties are denominated ¢ presby-
ters and bishops*' without distinction, and
are, at the same time. recognized as *¢ pas-
tors,” whuse duty it was to feed the flock of
Christ.  And no allusion is made 10 any one
of these as pre-eminem in digaoity and autho-
rity over the others.

“ Another passage to which T would refer,
is Philippians i. 1:** Paul and Timotlieus,
the servanis of Jesus Christ, to all the saints
in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with
the Uishops and deacons.”®  Yousee from this,
that in the small town of Phulippi, which had
less population than many o rural parish in
this countr®, there were sceeral bishops; for
they ate spoken of in the plural number. Tt
would be aliogether unreasonable to suppose.
that cach one of theso was a prelate or dioce-
san, like thuse who are commonly called
bishops at the present day, with a number of,
subordinate pastors placed under him. No
doubt these DPhilippan  bishops—of whom
there were several in so incousiderable a
place—wero no other thau ordinary wunsters
of thé Gospel.  And the same title is applied
to all of them without distincuion.  Nor is
there the least reference made to any one of
them as being invested with the pre-enunence
over the others. It is also worthy of remark,
thatin this salutation, to thePhilippian chutch,
there is no mention made of **preshylars™ asa
distinct order from bishops and  deacons.
The * saints, with the Lishops and deacons,”
arc alone referred 19, Why should the sup-
posed ntermediate order of < preshylerst be
left out in thisaddress? For no reason that
1 cag think of 80 entircly satisfactory, as that
there really wa®° no suck intermediate order,
—the bishops and the presbyters being the
same partics under different names.*

* A very strange altempt has been made to
rove, that there wras, at thisdime, a prelate at
*hilippi; and.that he 18 uot mentioned in the be-
ginning of the epistle, because he was no other
than Epaphroditus, the person by whom the epis-
tic wasconveyed. In the second Thapier, at the
25th verse, these words occor with reference to this
Ecrson: ‘ I supposed it necessary to send to you
pephroditos, my brother and companion inlabeur,

for the same office.  But ifthey were applied; Bavana were under a Presbyterian form of
to two different offices, andif, of these two,jgovernmem for two hundred years after the
that of the bishop were the wore important,;ume of their conversion, untl, in the year
it seems unaccountable that the necessity of 740, the Pupe of Rome induced them to
certain qualifications should bo also required submit to Prelacy.
in those who are to hold the lower. It 1s{ It js also a known fact, that though Chris-
aliogether necessary, to the cuherence of thejtiamity was introduced 1o Scotland before the
Apostle’s exhortation, that the two utles{end of the firstcentury, and was generally em-
should ba held as belonging to the same class)braced about the year 203, the government of
of persons,—the word *¢ elder™ or ¢ presby-!lhe Church continued to be Presbyterian for
ter’’ being the title of Louour that marks the.he space of two hundred years, unul, 10 the
office, while the other word *.bishop™ oryyear 431, Palladits was sent thither by the
overseer,” is descriptive of thusé pustoraliPope as their first bishop. Fordun states in
duties which were attached to i, In lh:s;lus Chronscles of Scotland, which were wiit-
view the drift of the Apostle’s argument 1sjien long before the Reformation, that ¢¢ unul
very obvious: ¢1 left thee in Crete, to ur-jthe coming of Palladis, the Scots, following
dain presbyters in every city ; these must bejthe custom of the primiuve Church, had
blameless, not accused of disorderly conduct , [teachers of the faith and admimsirators of the
for their work being that of bishoys of vver-ysacraments who were only preshyters.”
seers, who take supervision of the conduct ofp ¢ 1 may here further remark, that the
other men, it is evidently necessary dsat they ancient church of the Waldenses, which,
themselves should he free from fault,”'* throughout the darkesy periods of Popery,
‘I'he next passage to which 1 would rcfcr,imaimaincd the doctrine of Christ pure and
is 1 Timathy iii. 1-8, in which Paul givescuncorrupted, was, and still 1s, in respect of
special directions in regard to the qualifications. the equahty of its pastors, is ruling elders,
of thuse who were to be admited to office v and ns synods or ecclesiastical courts, »

'the Christian Chureh. e begins Ly saying .1Presbyterian church very strongly resembling

 If any man desire the office of » bishop, hejour own.

desireth a good work,”* &e.  After dwellmgy Tt is also very worthy of observation,
awhile on the quabifications of a lishop, hujthat while under the denomination of the
points out,.with equal winuicness, those of a.Papacy, a distincuon of clerical power and
deacon. "I'he suppesed middle urder of pres- .digmty was fully cstablished, those devoted
byters, however, he wholly omuts,—althuugh, ;men who, from time to tume opposed, and
il there had been such an intermediate order,those who at length, 10 a great extent, pre-
it is unaccountable that Paul should have;vailed against the errors and usarpations of
aiven no directions in tegard to thar appoint-, Romanism, have given their verdict with the
meat. Juwas cerainly of more importance;most wonderful unammity in favour of the
that a right selection should be made in thegapostolic origin of Presbyterianism.

case of preshylers than igithe casce ol'dtacans.l st John Wickhffe, that ¢ morning star of
whose fuuctions ate on all sides ailowed to,the Reformayon,” who flourished about the
have been iuferior. ‘The onmussion can only,year 1350, says: ** I boldly assert, that in
be accounted for on the ground, that bishops the prinsuive Church, or in the time of the
and presbyters were but different names for,Apasile Paul, two orders of clergy were
» thought sufficient, — viz., Presbyter and
9;3; ;r;;:;,s“grcg;g,?g;;;g‘;;;‘ o Some Jeisons - Deacon.  And 1 do also say, that in the time
SIS, it 701 er, . .

onght o be translated » your'cp':’;;uc;" and " that°f g :tll‘:t]:, :a‘::?f byter and a Bishop were one

they are mcant to marl out Epaphreditus as the 30
apostlc or head pastor, and ruler of the Phulippiany  ** John Huss, and Jerome of Prague, who

church. Thisnotion, however, 15 quitcat sariance (soon after followed Wickliffe, held the same
with the real facts of the case, as plainly declaredioninion, One of the charges brought agsinst
in other parts of the epistle.  For it evideally ap- them was, that they allowed no difference of

pears, from what is stated in the 4th chapier, a1 .
the 181h verse, that Epaphraditus was the personjorder antong those who bear the priestly

who had beln sent from Philippi 1o Rome withjoffice.
those charitable contributions which the Chnsusaos,
* Were 1t eaid, “ A sherif most be 2 man of in-

in the former cil{._hnd. supplicd for relicving the
wants of St. Paul in his caKlivuy. And, accord jtegnty, hecause it 1s necessary thatihe chief mag-
istrale of a county should possess a pure ang up-

ingly, when Paul spake of him  as their messen-

ger who had mimsiered to his wauts,” it is clear
thot Epaphroditus is refcrred 19, not as an apostle
sent fo the Phitippians, butas a mcessenzer sent
froin the Philippians; to carry their charitable and
pious ing@ations into effect.

Bt discover,” says Ncander, “no other
difference hetween the terms Presbyler and Bishop
in the aposiolic age, than that ihe first significs
the rank possessed, the sccond the dutics dis-
charged, by those who held 1le same office.”—
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and fellow-3oldier, bul .your mcesenger,.and

help.167.

nght character,” all would st once sec, that the
* sherifD and the * chicl mogistrate of 2 county,”
meant the same officer. Yetthese two titles are
not, in the case supposed, more distinctly identi-
fied withronc another, than are the* preshyter®
and the *“ bishop” in Paul's insiructions 10 Titus.

1 “ Their discipline,” says Dr. Gilly, iy pres.
byterian, very much résembiling vhat of \‘m Church
o¥$coll|nd." v Eplmhrl cousecTation, so justly
i:}:cxif'!gcd,by us,”’ sa sl r.lAckland,an lzslseopa-
ian, *'is unquestionably na longer pregerved amorg
lhcm."—)l?aldaﬁcn it a.l-m’



