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;cnergy to, tlie'surfhtée, and change our planet into
oine %idlé anid wasting volcano. Thiesudden.form-
tion of' elaqtic mfatter in the bowels of the earth-and
it lies within the agency of known substance to, ac-
complish this'-mnayexlode it into fragments. The
exhalation 'of noxious air from beloI.w, may impart
a ývirùlence to flue air that surrounds us, and the
Whdle of anlimated naiture nxay wither and die. A
lazinnr cornet may cross us in its orbit, and realize

all thé terrors wliich stuperstition bas conceived of
it. We cannot anticipate wvith precision the effect
of an event wehich, ev.ery astronomer mnust know to
lié within the liniits ofprobability. It may hurry-

orglobe towards the.slun-or drag it-to the outer
recr;,iôis -of our planetary system--or g ive it a new
axis of revolution -- and' this would changre the
place of the ocean and -bringr another mighty flood
upon our islands and continents. These are chang-
es which uuay happen ini an instant of tiine, an"d

agaist iwhich nothingt known in the present system,
ot1trhings-provides us w,'ith apy security. rj7ley iight
flot annihilate the earth, but thev would un'people-
in, "id if the Alr.iighty let loose the devouring ele-
ments which are in bis bands, they would spread
solitude, silence, and death, over the dominion of die
lvtx-ld.

Now it is hIls itt.ieness and insecurt.v, -tihich
nuales the protection of the Almiglity so.dear 10 us,
and-bringýs mîth such power to, everyý, piousbsm
the holy lessons ofhlumility and gratitude. The
Gjod wvho sitteth above, and Presides in Iligh autho-
rity over ai worids, isirindfîul ofnman ; aud, thougli
at ibis moment his energy is feit in. the remotest
provinces of creation, we -nay feel the~ saine securi-
ty in bis pirovîden.ce>, as.if we were tuie objcts of bis
Undîvid'ed care. "It is not 'for -us t(> conipreliend'
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