
NATURAL LAW AND MORIAL PRE EDOM.

sequence, wbicli adds to sin the fruits of sin and Ieftves n ) room for
escape. And it was because man ihad upset Gocl's balance, anid subordi-
natcd advancing freedom to the old Iaw of natural sequence, that it needed
a manifestation of God, in which His free agency should triuniph over
natur.al sequence, to set the mniatter right. Hence èthe whole human eeonomy
becomnes a system ofniost gracious interposition ; for what is it ive eall -race
and mercy, but God's direct interference ivith natural resuits ? 11e inter-
poses no less betwcen cause and effeet, whcan lie frocs luis enslaved croatures,
and saves thein ":o-m the fruit of thecir owvn sin, than whcen lio savod their
bodies from the Red Sea by causing the waters to stand on eithier side. We
marvel that those who own the gre-ater wonder shiould shrink to grant the
less; as if God rnight dare to interfero withi imurortal nature, yet hiesitate
to, mcddle, 'with that of the physical world. Hec has not destroyed the sys-
tomi of natural Iaw ;-whiy shouldi fIe, whecn it refcts half of iHiniself ?-
but fIe bas chosen te arrest its uniform action by special interference. By
grace, by providence, by miracle, Hie proclaizns our whole econorny to be
one o? merciful interposition, evea while fIe permits the general operation
of bis laws to go on undisturbcd. His compassion does not shrink from.
tbe stern beliests of famine and pestilence. fIe strikes down fis most
usoful servants, if they negioect the laws of health. Hie carrnes retribution
with a high hand over the world, to rcmind us that fis froe interf'erecoe
shail net always arrest tbe course of law. As yet, it is forcibly arrested;
the two principios arc not now in harrnony, but, are workiag out their sepa-
rate resuits lu sheer defiance of oach other. God saves by free interference
witb law, law incxorably destroys in spite of God's interference. But a
time will corne whou the balance o? law and liberty wvill bc restorcd, wbcin,
standing before our just Judge, 'we receive the coniplex rosuit of God's free
mercy and our own life's doings. But wbother we arc advanced to the
thronc o? God, or tbrust out fromn Ris prosonce. tbe award of law will bc
given, not because wvc had been bound ouward by developmnent to, cither
fate, but because we had been fre te clioose betwccn thein ; because the
-Son o? God bad interposed betwcen mnan and bis natural dcstiny, and givon
back to lis creatures a ronewed power of chloice, by -wbich, ivlien fis
Spirit cafled, tbey mi-glit have followed in and been froc. More thian
that oven thc Son o? God could not do; for tbougb it is conceivable that
an Alnuiigbfty Being miglbt force men te, be rigliteous, it is inconceivable,
nay,, it is a contradiction in ternis, that any power could force men to ho
free. In our share of that ossential attribute o? Deity doubtless lies the
-whole mystery of good and cvii. Wc catch a glimpse o? moral necessity;
a ( needs mnust be' that the creature wvbicli riscs abovo, the onsuaved brute
towards the frc God, shall sharo the attribute o? frccdom, not as an arbi-
trary gift of the Creator, 'but as a necessity o? our nearer approach te hlm.
Thon cometh. tic end. Wc know not yct bow tbo union o? perfect stabi-
lity with perfect ?rcdom will bo securod in a higliher sphcerc; but this we
kuow, timat we shal sharo the nature of hlmi who is equally the source of
liberty and the engzin ef law,--the Sovoreigu Rvlcr who is lbeunc1 by riglit-
ecousness, the Almigbhty One who cannot err.


