
persons whio are afflîctcd witli relatives so sorcly visited by heaven, the circumn-
stance was overlooked, and tiiougli it might secîui mystcrious, it did not secm of
sufficient magnitude to irnpeach Colonel TA' eharacter for veracity or kindness.

The winter months were wearing away tcdiously to those iv'ho, accustoined
to large towns and gay society, found the snow-drifts and solitude of our
Villag-e irksome, in te extreme. So long aceustoincd to the wvarii eliniate of
the glowitng East, Colonel T. eould iii bear the comparative, rig-o-ai o? ours,-, and
froxu exposure to cold he ivas confined to the house for several ivecks with a
severe rheurnatie attaek. Several miles intervening bctivecn their residence
and those o? the majority o? tlheir friends, but few visits ivare paid theni during
the inelenient season, and littie was hecard o? thein, creditable or otherwise.
Occasionally, however, some of tixe villagers '«ho assoeiated with thxe servantsj
beonging, to the Colonel's establishment, gathered tales o? cruelty and wvrong,
perpetrated upoin tie unoffending person of the poor deranged lady-how that Ji
she ivas confined in a small rooni, so smnall as to admit only o? a bcd and a few
scanty articles o? f'urniture-that, hçr food '«as deficient anid badly prepared-J
titat so smallw'as the supply that they onilyiiiar -'elled how nature could exist uponi
sucix a portion-tliat she rarely if ever liad fire evein on thc coldest days of an
unusnally severe '«inter-that her door nlow '«as continiially kept lockcd-th)at
3Mrs. T. alon-c visited and attendcd to hier-that, the Colonel ixever entcred lier
room. or spoke of lier iii the hearing, of any one-that ou one occasion the
irliole fanxily let the bouse and spent t.wo days and niglits wvith a fricnd, lcav-
ing the bnc, lady's apartnient ]ocked, durmgc' w'hich trne she h.ad ixcither food
nor fire, so far as the knowlcdge o? any o? te servants extendd-that they liad
repeatedly seen frozen food taken inito lier rooni, and that lier only alternative
was to cat it or remain -vithout food aýltoge,,ther. Sucli cruelty iii a eliristian
country, perpetrated by personis '«ho xninglcd with thieir fellow mn as one J
with. them. in humianity -and eharity, '«as incredible, and tho assertion '«as
indignantiy spurned by ail wiiling to, attribute to others the justic and
feeling that regulated their o-wrn conduet. Yet the servants pcrsisted in thc
truth o? their statements, and chalienged contradiction. Bct'«een doulit and
fear the miuds o? ail '«ho knew then '«ere ýagitated, at the horrible accout
which was- gi;vea o? the crime and brutality o? those -Wçhom they hadl loolked
upon as models o? benevolence and kindiness, '«lien a frcslî rumour arose '«hiel,
if truc, gave confirmation to the tale o? cruelty. It '«as at lirst hintcd and
then graclually spread ivith confident assertion, that thc lady ivho experienccd
o0 mnudl wrong from. te bands of> lier keepers, was iii rcality thc truc and
la«f'ul '«ife of Colonel T.-thiat the -w'oran to '«hot thecy had extendled the,
courtcsy and hospitality lier position warranted, '«as no other tItan a base and
vicious usurper o? another's right, and that Colonel T. N«as a '«ilful, liardened
inipostor, as far as character and inorality w'cre conccrnied. Snch an announice-
ment gaïued but liîtlc credence %vhcn Iirst cireuLatcd among those to '«bioni
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