
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 0F THE BRITISH AND)
FOtEIGiN BIBLE SOCIETY.

On Wednesday, «MNay the 7th, the Annual Meeting of this Society ivas hield
at. Exater Hall.

The Rigit Hon. the BARL 0F SIIAF.:suuRty, K. G., Presideut, in the chair.
The Rev. CHIARLES J..1KSON opened the Meeting by readiiug part o>f the

l7th chapter of St. John's Gospel, and engaged in prayer.
The Rev. CHARLES E. B. REED, read an abstract o>f the Rep'wt of the Sfi-

ciety's proceediiîgs during the past year, fromn which it appeared that the free
incoine of the Society for the year ending 3lst March, let79, ha-, amnounted
te £96,426. Ils. 5d., whilst tl..ý suni received for Scriptures sold, both at
home and abroad, bias reached £10C-,168. 1.5s. 10d., which, wvith. £136. lus.
received on account of a Special Fiiid for Indian Colportage, £899. 2s~. 4d.
for ivork at the Paris Exhibition, and £10,180. 3s. 83d., in resp>uise te the
Commiiittee,'s Special Appeal, mnîLkes za total of £213,81 i. 3s. 3(l.

The Expenditure lias amocunted to £223,4Ui. 15s. 2d., beingi £4, 389. 2s. 1Hà.
less than last year. Z

The Issues of the Society for the year are as fotloiws
From the Depot at «home 1,415,214 3,340,995 copies of Bibles.
Fromn Depots abroad . . 1,92.5,781 5 Testameîits and Portions.

The total Issues of the Society from its commencement now aniount to
85,388,057 copies.

Iii::ie absence of the AnciÎBisHoO F C.ANTERI1URY, who n'as to have rioved
the adoption of the Report, but was kept away by affliction, the BIsiror Oie
GLOUCESTER AND BRIuSTOL did so. After reference to some of the niost in-
teresting items of +he Report, hie spoke of the immense work stili before the
8ociety, particularly in the way of translation ; lie pointed out soîne of the
great difficulties with ichel translators; had to c9pe, spoke of the hionour due
te such men as the brave Motfiat, and encoîiraged the Society to go on withi
the lielp of these nmen in giving to ail peoples the Word of tho Lord, which
endureth for over.

The Hon. JOHN «WELsii (United States Minister), scconded the resolution.
The Itev. Canon TiISRnAM Slid ; My Lord, the resollution which lias been

placed in ny hands is as follows :
"That this meeting desires to ackneowledgeo with devout gratitude the

goodness of Ge-;d in the blessing which has rested -tipon the Societ.y'% la-
boitrs durii'gthe(. past year, and appeals to ail to whom Goc3's 'Word ispreve .18
for enlarged synipathy and support in the prosecutior. of its important

31y Lord:. It înighit appear to, a somewhat thoughtless; listener to that iii-
tertsting report, not only thiat ive lhad cause to thank God for the work that
had heen doue but that the work n'as done. It mniglit have seerned, as we
wvere carried froin, Russian armies tu African shores, and tlienc~e to ne'vly-
(-pc-.ed eompires-Japan and China-and thence to the isles of the sea, that
the whole world had been ransackzed by the Bible Society, and that it xnight
sit down, like Alexander, because it had ne more worlds to conquer. Buit
'vief we look cdo!er into the matter, it seenis to mne that ini this age, in which
the great hattle against Ohristianity is levelled againat the Bible' itself an'l
ag1ainst, the inspiration of the Bible as God's immuitable Word, the work of
the Bible Society hiad 1'- rdly begun. Lt seeins te me that in many conutries
the Bible Society, althoiù,h it is comrnofly said tu be the înissionary's tool,


