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A piunip litjle footl, a white as the soow,
llelongMngt rollocking, froliciomne Joe,
In a littie red sock, with a haie in the toc,

And a hale in the hec! as wei!.

A trinm littie foot, in a trim littie shoe,
fleloaging ta sixteenyear.oldId iss Sue.
And looking as if it knev just what ta do.

And do it in a way that wouid tell.

A vcry largeCfoot in homely array,
Beionging ta Peter, who folows thc dray,
So big that it sanetimes is in its awn way,

And mnoves with the spccd of. asmail.

Ali! a vcry big thing is the human foot.
[n dainty made shac, or in clumsy boot,
So 'tis wtdl there are various tastes ta suit,

And that fashion can't always prevail.

Thepump itlte lbut, a beautiMu siglit,
And the trdm littie foot, so taper and diliht,
And the very large foot, though much .af a fright,

Are travelling ail the saine road.

Andi it matters but littie how smaii or how great,
Sa 'bey never graw wcary of paths th3t are straight,
And i a last walk in at the golden gate

Of the city whosc l3uilder is God.

A A& SEAIE NT.

Amusement is flot an end, but a means -a means of re-
freshing the mnd and repienishing the strength of the body.
Whenit begins to be the principal tbing for whicb one lives,
or wben, in pursuing it, the mental powers are enfeebled,
and the bodily health impaired, it fails under just candena.
nation.

Amusements that consume the bours which ougbt ta be
sacred to slecp are, therefore, censurable.

Amusements that cail us away fromn work wbich we are
bound ta do are pernicious, just ta the extent ta which they
cause us ta be neglectful or unfaithful.

Amusements that rouse or stimulate morbid appetites, or
that cause us tu be restless or discontented, are always ta be
avoided.

Any indulgence in amusement which bas a tendency ta
weaken aur respect for the great interests af character, or ta
looszn aur bold on the eterral verities of the spiritual rmalin
is se far an injury ta us.

THE MIRA CL E.

One day in Spring the boy Solomon was sitting in hi:
father's garden, and lookintr at the ground in deep thought.
Then Nathan, bis teacher, camne up ta bîm andi said . "Of
what are you tbinking se earnestly under tbe palr-trees Il

Tht boy raised bis heati and answered: IlNathan, 1 wish
1 migbt sce a miracle."

Th.e prophet smiled and said: That is a wish whicb I
aiso hall in my younger days.'

"And was it granted yau ? I asked the prince eagerly.
"A mati of God," Nathan began, "'came ta me carrying

a pomegranate seed in his bandi. Sece,' sait hel ' what will
came froin this seeti.' 'Thereupon he made a hollow in the
grounîý witb bis finger, laid the seeti in it, and covered it.
Wben he ifted his bandi again, the earth openeti, anti I saw
twa littie leaves came out. But scarcely bati I seen them,
when thcy shut up together, and became a round staik, en-
ciosed in bark, andi the stalk became visiblv bigher andi thick-
er. Then said the mani af Godte t me : ' Give attention !
and while I looked seven branches spread out fromn the stock,
like the seven arms on the cantiiestick of the altar. 1 was
amazed, but tht mani af God notited, andi bade me be
stili andi observe. 1'Set,' saiti be, 1'san new creations wîll
begin !1'

IlThen he took some water in the hoilow af bis band frein
the little brook which was fiowing by, anti sprinkled the
branches tbree times, when behoiti ! they bung full of green
leaves, which surrountied us with a cool shade mingleti witb
loveiy odeurs. * Whence came these sweet smells ta the re-
viviug shade ? 1 Iexciaimed.

"lDo yaunent sec," said tbc mati af Gat, "the purple
blossomns as they shoot from the green leaves andi bang down
in clusters ? I

1 was about ta speak, but a gentie w*.ind moved in the
leaves,. anti strewed tbe biassoms ail arounti us, as wben the
snow fiaats down fromn the clouds. Scarcelv had the blossoms
fallen, when there hung between the leave% the reti pamegran.
ates, like the almantis on Aaron's roti. Then the man of Goti
left me in deep astonishment.

Here. Nathan pauseti. " Where is he? I asked Soloman
eageriy. IlWhat is the name af the -Godiy mani? Does be
stili live Vl But Nathan repiiet Il"Son nf David, 1 have
toid you an aiiegory.'l Wben Solarnon heard these wards, be
was muc'h disappointeti, and said: " HGwýcould you deceive
me se ? I But Nathan went an : «' 1 have not deceived you,
son af fesse. Sec you may look at *al of wich I[have tolti
yau, ini reaiity, in your fathei-'.; garden. Dots not the vcry
samne take place on every pomegranate trce andi ather trees ?"
Il es,» saiti, Solomnon «*but unobserved and in langer tinieI
Then answered Nathan : Il ; it therefore less a divine work
because it gee-s on in silence anti unnoticeti? I should thînk
it was therefore the more divine." IlFirst know Nature," lie
continueti, IlandA ber wrks ! Then yen will easily jieleve
in a greater, anti nat long. aftcr waptiqçrs at the band aofix~"

MEXVICA N CFIILDREN.

In Mexico, a group of lads (ran I :eVCU te wclvc, wil n izt,
anti each bey yuli ecorausly lift bis bat anti salutations of
extreme cauxtesy wil l t excbanReti, anti then camnes tht boy-
isb chatter tht fun anti tht laugbter, tht saine as anywhert.
Boys litre treat their eiders with respect. An aId mani or
worman is net tht butt of tht youth af Mexico : rather, foar tht
aId people aie reserveti tht shadiest seaus under tht trees in
the park. A Mexican boy or girl an entering a rooni walks
arcunti amaivg the canapany shaking bands witli ail, anti an
leaving tht reomedocs tht samne. Urbanity is taught in the
public schoois ns aritbmetic is at borne. There is no ane
jostîtti an tht strezt ; tht best seats in the horst-car are
promptly given up ta tht ladies, who neyer fail gracefully ta
acknawledge the favour. I have neyer seen a Mexican gen-
tleman fail ta give bis seat ta a woman, whetber she was richly
or poorly dresseti.

CROM WELL'S IfO THER.

Little ai Crumwell's father is known: much ofithemother is
learneti thraugb tht son. She is describeti as Ila waman with
tht glaoos faculty ai self Ielp. Ready for tht demantis of
fortune in its extreme adverse tume: of spirit anti energy equal
ta ber mildness anti patience, and unchangingly simple in ber
tastes."1

Lefx a widow witb a number ai small, chiltiren tiependent
upon ber, sIc carrieti an ber husbanti's business successfuily,
cducating ber chiltiren anti txtrcising over tIent a discipline
wbich judiciously combineti restraint anti liberty. Frai bis
mother tht Lord Protectar inheriteti tht patience, catidaur
anti simpiicity which sa conspicuousîv. distinguished hini.
From ber teaching, le acquireti tht courage, persistency anti
decision whidh triumphed an tht fieldis of Naseby anti Dun-
bar, anti gainet im tht supremacy in every contest. Croma-
well was prout t instai bis math an, tht widow ai a Hunting-
tan brewer, in Whiteliall, tht home ai tht Englisb kings.
But arnit ber magnificent surroundings she retaineti ber na-
turai simplicity, reiectitig ail personai pomp, ant i iploring
a quiet buriai in a humble country churcbyarti. A short tume
befere ber death, she blesseti ber son in these wards :
IlMay tht Lord cause His face ta shine upon tîte, ant in-
fort th"t, anti enable tte ta do great things for His glaqy,
ant ta e a relief unto His people. My dean son, 1 leave my
heart with thet. A gooti niglit 1 '

THE BLIND BO Y'S PICTURE.

Once there liveti a littie boy wha was blinti iromn bis birth.
In vain le sigbed ta see flowcrs anti birds, about which bis
mother olten taikeci. But it was always nigît te liii. Once
lie lad a Iovely dream. Ht saw an angel float inte tht room,
step te, bis betiside anti say :

I lhave a beautifutl. picture.boek here, which 1 show ta
goond chiltiren in the nigbt wben tbey sleetp. Would you like
ta sec it ? I

IlAh, titar Ange 1" saiti tht boy weeping, "lYen are
wrong. 1 ama a paor blinti boy anti cannot stet; not even yonr
beautiful pictures."

Tht ange! drieti tht boy's cyts anti saiti: "Yen cati
surely ste themn, as weil as you cati see me. That is just why
1 goto blinti chultiren, se that they may view in dreanas what
they cannot tlsewhert set." Hethten sat by tht bed, openeti
a large, very Javelv book, anti sbowtd tht boy tht pictures.

WitI wbat joy titi the lad set wbat was sprtati before luIm
Flowtrs ant i rds anti tverything wert mucl more beautiful
tîan lie lad ever thougît. Anti tht kinti angel tolt imiithc
swettst stonies. But when tbey lad finisheti bah tht book
le arase anti saiti-

II Now I must go back Ia beaven, for it will sean be dawn.
1 shall came again te-xnorrov night, anti yen shail sec the
rest ai tht pictures." With these words le disappeareti, anti
ta the hlinti hoy it vas nigbt again.

WIen bis mother came ta bina tht next day he toIt lier
af tht ange) anti tht levely book. But she saiti in a sati
voice : IlYou are iii, my paon boy, anti must remain in beti
to.day." Tht porir chilti vas satisfieti, for he was very tiret.
StilI as a mouse lie Iay, anti smilei aiten as lie tbouiht af tht
angei's visit, whule le rejoiceti at tht coming evtning.

At niglit tume the angel came again, but the mother, who
watched at the betiside, caulti fot set bum, nar titi she hem
tht stories tld; but sIc listeneti anxiously ta tht short breatîs
ofithe boy.

Wlitn the chulti bat seen tht Iast picture lie begged:- "Ah,
dear Angel, corne soon back again anti show me mare ai vour
Iovely pictures. Have you only ont picture book?"

IlI have many other:s," replieti the ange!, Ilmuch marc
beautiiol, anti I will lie glat t show thena 3Il. But tbey arc
an beaven anti I cannot bning then idown ta earth. If yau vili
came ta me you can sse themY"

IlI would very muc lik-e ta,»1 the boy replieti, I"but I
must flrst asic ry mother andi tell ber where 1 aam gaing. Came
to-monrow night anti ftch me

Tht angel promiseti. Wbe.n tht boy awoke lie begged bis
mother ta let hira geot toeaven, 5 that le mugît see ail the.
angels beautiful pictures. Tht mothen wept antiwisbet bina
nat ta leave ber, but he begd-,so long t4at she flnaily con-
sented. Whcn it wus niglit the angel came for thc thinti tinte,
anti stereti nuch more beautiful and frientily than belote.
Ht icisseti tht child's eyes anti sat, IlGaze at yotir mether
anti taire leavt af ber 1 "

The blinti boy lookect ara unti, recognireti bis mother whom
bc bati never seen, and gave ber a friendly imile. Then the
augel claspeti hin auti fiew aloit with bîm ta tht dawn, toward
tht rising sun. __________

CHILDREN OF SOUTH AFRICA.

Dr. Livingstone tells us that the chiltiren ci South Africa
have merry times, especially in the cool af the evening. In
ont of their gamnes a little girl is carrieti on the shaultiers ai
twa others. She sits witb outstretcbed arms, as they waik
about witb ber, and al theterst clap their bands, and,> stop-
ping before the doar of each but, sing prcîty airs, some beat-
ing time, andi aibers making a curious humming sounti be.
tween the sangs.

The girls aise skip tapt andi plav at hocusekeeping andi
cooking, in imitation ai the work ai their mathers.

The boys play war with smail shieltis anti bows andi ar-
rows, or builai little cattle pens for the cattle, whicb tbey
form of! day. L:ivingstone's iooking.giass was ever a source ai
entertaitiment ta tbem. They aften barrowed it, anti thetre-
marks they made were very entertaining ta Livingstone as
he was apparently engageti in rcading anti not hearing them.

.z that me?" Wbat a big moutb 1 have 1'> My cars are
as bigas pumpkin leaves." Il I would have heen pretty, but
arn spoileti by these high cheek-bones.'l AIl this whitle laugb-
ing heartily at their own jokes.

Wbiie they seen thus consciaus cf their awa defects, they
bave no grcat admiration for tht beauty af white people,
though ont woman remarked, IlThey are not sa, ugly aiter al
if they only bad tues 1"I She evidentiy tbought that the shot
was tht foot itself, and was only convinceti of ber mistaice
when she saw tht cavering removed.

GAMES IN INDIA.

Thev have a baîl-gamne there which is arnusing andi fasci.
nating ta watch. Tht bail is hartily se, large as one ai out
footballs. Tht players are tnt permittedtiet toucb it with
tireir h antis, but must strike it with their hart feet and legs.
Tht abject ai tht garne seems ta bc ta kecp tht bail con-
stantly in tht air. [t is reaily marvellous tht way those ftllows
kick at the descending bail. If it fails behinti them, np gats
a liel like that of a kicking horse. At ane side a blaw ai the
anle gives tht ntccssary impetus. Many a tinie I have
watched ont of these games outsi4e of a village, andi hugely
enjoyeti the extraortiinary sight of these bare.footed feilows
kicking in every direction as if there was no such thing as il
joints in tht human frame.

Perhaps tht average young Amnercan wauld bc mare sur-
priscd andi interested in tht Hindu methati ai slooting mat.
bits tban in anything eIse I could mention. Insteati ai
sheoting fr-on tht kn-jckles and on bentictikuet, tht voung
Hindu remains standing andi uses bis index finger as a sort
ai spring-gun or catapult. With tht thumb anti forefinger ai
ane bandi he helts tht marbie in front of tht fortfingtr tip
on the other bandi, pulls tht finger back as if it wert a
spring, takes aira at tht marbt on the graunti, ana ltts go.
Tht littie street urchins becomne very skiliul in shooting, andi
coulti show tht American boys Ila thing or two,I' very likely.

TH1NGS E VER Y BO Y SHO ULD KNOW

A word for Vou boys-a Most practical, sensible word-we
quote fira an exchange. PerhaPs Yeu are bewàiling tht
bard lot that keeps you from scboai this faîL Cheer up 1 Ac-
cortiing ta, this writer's standard you have pienty cf chances
ta bc one of tht world's giants, after all, or; better, onc of
Goe's giants.

IlI believe,"' says a writer, "lin schools wliere boys cati
learn trades. Peter tht Great left bis tbrone anti wtnt ta
learti how ta builai a slip, ~and be Itarneti froan stemi ta st=rt
frana bull ta Mast ; and that was tht beginning of bis great-
nelS.I knew a young mnan'wlo vas poor andi smart. A frienti
sent hi ta a gaod scbool, where lac stayed. twa ye-ars and
came bac a mining engineer and a. bridge-builder. Last year
bce planneti andi built a cottan-factory, anti is getting a large
salary.IlHow m.any college bois canti tel what kinti af tituber
will bear tht heavitst burden, or wby yen taire white cair
for ont .part of a waggon andi asb for anotber, and what
tumber will last longest under water andi what out of water?

IlHow many know santistone from limestont, or iron (rom
mangancW? How many know liow te cut a rafter or brace
withaut a.patttrni How many know whic1h turtis the faster
-the top of tht wheel or tht bottai-as tht waggan moves
along the grount il Hew many kuow bow steel is madz or bey
a suare caniclmb a tret P How ni.ny know that ahorsc gets
up before andi a caw bchind. anti tht cow cats grass fîrai ber
andi tht horst to hlm ? How many know that a surveyor's
mark on a tret neyer gets, aýy hiihtr froin the graunti, or
what tret bears fruit witbout bloorn ?

Thr sa oe fcomôrt -o'wlkdge, but a boy is
n& ging e ge it nles bc antsit bdly.Andi that i h

trouble with naost college boys. Tbey do net want it;» tbey
are too busy,;anti have iet g4( tume. There is marc hope of a
du11 boy who wantsknowledge than. of a gcnias, wbo genefflly
kno"v it ail without stutiy. These close obsereth
worldie 4efictire»r h
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