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could be given wby suclia proposition should 4e mn;1
empbaticnlly negativcd, and it miade rlear flhnt elle
Church cari mariage lier own affitrs. WVc have n-,kedl
the afficers ai several serulai soü.etie. whcther on
paying their annual ducs we c'iuld be pcrniittcd in
vote without subscribing to the cons5titutti and hv-
laws, andI once had the reply cynicahty given *1No,
aut rnembers, maniage our affairs, but thec liurclics do
that, who have ta tient nround for meni and sioncy.'ý
No one conversant with the working or the Cliurchies
nt the prescrit time tyjhl attempt ta deny that inany
su.bscribe ta flic funds in order ta hia% r a vole. But
surely if ini secular aiThirs it is thouglit ncdflul ta ap-
peal ta the highest tribunals ta prevent legisiation
being controlledl by moncy, tbcrc is mna less need ta
guard against money Iiiflence being uscil ta contrai
the affairs ai the Chiristian Church If tie Chtircli
be a divine institutian if flic work connectedà -vithiî
bc God's work-if the flcring brougbt ta tire bouse
of the Lard be a sacrcd afféring why give it aver ta
the management of the world? >I1 the art ai prayer
or praise mnarc sacred ta thc nan Who lias beemi
boughit by rcdeemimig blood tlîan the dedication of lits
substance ? or is such mare secitlar and ta bc hantlei
over ta the world ? Sa the Chîurch oi the presemit day
appears ta s-y. Not sa ta the Aposiolic Church.
Wlîat says l>atil ai the offérings frcnm l'hilippi ? Tlîcy
were "an odaur of a swect sîncli, a saerilice arept.-
able and wcll plcasing ta Gad." If flic Churci is flot
to be goverred by a more temporizing expcdicncy, if
site is ta ha~ve any respect ta lier divine Model, if she
wauld flot be the laughmng-stock of those who, tliough
net Chrîstians themselves, say, if we lain any society
we vrould îke ta sec its Iaws respet.tedi themi it is
trne for bier to remember whar bas ever been tlie
practice ai ber purest and best days, and make a dif-
ference between thase who obey tbe Saviour's coim-
mands and fallaw Him ; and those Who do flot own
themselves His. In adopting any book of procedître
it wvould be Weil for the Generai Assembly ta say
whether it means thec rotes ta be obscrvcd, anid by
what sanction enforced ;for assuredly there appears ta
be noa uniornxîty ai action il trie prescrit Jay out .Imy
thing, sa far as the warking of congregations is con.
cerned, te distinguisbt between Prcsbytery and pure
Congregationalisn.

'Ne cannot intrude further upon yout spa.-c.at pres
ent in gîving instances af this laxness, but in many
cases sucb practîces are abserxcd. The sacred aids-
nance of baptism is administered twliere necîher pa-
rent is a communicant, and that wîitbout the least no-
tice of it being given ta the Churlh, not even ta the
Session. Hirelîngs who have no cominection with any
church are employed in --hoirs and in conduLting the
service ai sang in the bouse of the Lord. If these
tbings be ail rigbî, ifevery congregation may decide for
îtselt Who art ta vote an teinporalmtics, etc-,, wby bave
any book ai procedure ? It is tube hopcd tbe Assern-
bly tvill give mia uncertain sound. Oma*ýLR %îoR.

A CORRECTION

MR. EDîTOis-la a fate issue of TIIL CA~NADA
PREM,111lERIAN I find thé Rev. I. Wallace saying
that the tlt Dr. Jobn Edgar, o! Blii±aà, vvas the
author of "The Variations ai I>opcry.' This *s a
mistake. The autbor ai the book vvas thie Rev. Dr.
Edgar, cf Armiagh. He trequently .aîed hinsli
Samuel Oliver Edgar, t0 distinguibh bim froni Rev
Dr. Samuel Edgar, oi I3aiiinabmnch, tbe father ai
Dr. John Edgar, of Blfast. 12,. Ldgar, oi Armagh,
was greatly encouraged in the wvrmitin. and publica-
tion ai the book by thc tlc ArLhbshop and Primate
fleresford. Dr. Edgar gave much attention ta the
collection af aid bocks. WVhen beginîmng to Wvrite
"The Variations" the Primate gave him full ac-
cess ta the cathedrai lîbrary. A few months beforc
1 left Irelaxid I spent the greaicr part af a day wîîbh
'Dr. Edgar, ai Armagh, and had a iavourablc apper-
tunity cf examîning lits extensive lîbrary. On that
occasion hc read me a letter hoelmad recemved froin a
brother minîster ta the (; nited States, ta whith the
ivriter stated that he had an opportunity ai consult-
ing the works af the early Christian 1 altiers, and
ibat bce caliated the quatattan5 ina Dr- E.dgar's book
with the wrîtings ai the différent authors, and that be
%vas able ta state tirait tbe quatations were correct and
fathful. ThlomAs Lowvav.
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Let iliy fle bc une long sermon,
Ilicaciîing omi frein diy t"ý day

Let the liplit which shunt on llimon,
And the word3 Christ spake aiway,

ie te Mollet fur mhy prcaching
E'en ta those Who go astray.

Thcîe site soirow-bowed and sai amis
(:rusbed bemîeaih the proud ivorld'sscain,

In ilachr anguish and their datkness
Wtslîing they hall ne'er iteem boin.

Let thy wu:ic tiiem bu tu leari sucli
Untu Ilîni Whso worm (lie tholmi.

At il, nit il, tlc and callys
Stek thent out wheîe'er they bel,

Tell timein af tie Christ Who àsuffercdi,
And îays " Let ait caine ta MeI

WVho art wcalc and hcsvy-laden."
And telieved tlîcy sure %liait te.

Telt them ai the God Who laves, ihem,
Tell themn of tic Christ who dîcri,

iii themn of the heaven abiuve tlieni,
Fat beyonîl death's turbiri (H'e.

And haw tlîey may gain that heavcn,
Ail tisrougî Ilim Who for tîtemi <lied.

Go thert, labour thus, îîîy brother,
M'Iclding Weil thse Spîrit's swutd

Titus thy lie's work for another
Shahl receive thîy Lotd's regard.

Andl in heaven wbcn lire lit over,
Thou shaît rcap a tich reward.

ST1A TE OF E.GOV

The report on the State ai Religion, submittcd by
the 11ev. Alexander Henderson, ai Hyde Park, ta the
a>ynud of H.rm.lton arnd London, .xt London, Mlay '

iiSS',, is publisheri by request.
Your cammittee in submitting their report desire

ta bc duly imîîpressed with the supreme importance of
the subject comnsitted ta thcm, bclieving that the re-
lîgîous life ai the flock coinmittcd ta aur care and the
glory ut God thereby are flic chîci end cf the
Church's existenL.e. If the office ai the ininistry be
designed for the pcriecting ai the saints, for the build-
ing op ai the body ai Christ, then our wark is pre-
eminently spiritual, and mia matter bow prosperaus we
May be on tvealth, in nummbers, in social position and
the lîke, if souls are flot bcimig braught inta saving
umioan with Christ, axnd the Church advancing ta a
bîgber state ai spiritual life, then we are makimig mia
progress wvorth the naine, and are in imminent dan-
ger ai beîng discarded by the Redeemer as a dead
thîng, unfit ta be a dwelimg-placc for Gad through the
Spirit.

In these da>-s, howeéver, ai prevailing tendency ta
coutl the heads ai canverts, your cammittce do net
decîn it quitc supcrfluous ta acknawledge that it is
impossible by any statistical tables, however careiuily
prepared, or by amiy disc îplinary scrutin>', hotvvee'r
severely cxerctsed, ta determine in ail cases the truc
iram the false. If ini apostolir tinmes, wben the gen-
uineness of failti %%as tested in the crucibie of perse
cution, it took turne for even an apostie ta discever
that be bad admitted ane Who ivas 'l in the gall of bit-
terness and bond of iniquîity." and others who coutl
lie net only ta man but ta the Hoiy Ghast, hom, are
we, wîtb less than apostehic encdowmients, in days
wben it is respectable and in a money-laving age,
wben it aften pays ta be outwvardly idcntifled with
Christ, ta presumne te separate in aIl cases the tares
froni the vhîat ? WVhite aut Sessions, therefore,
judgc ic spiritual state ai athers with thc utmost bmu-
mîimîy and caution, they yet recognize that îvbere
real spintuai ie is there wvill aiso be manifest in
some degrcc " the fruits ai the SpiriL"

In order as far as may be ta deterrninc the state ai
thse religiaus lie ai aur people, as witnessed by exter-
niat fruits, the Gencral Assembiy's Committee bave is
sued six sets of questions. The first set relates ta the
eldersbîp, the second ta the ordinances ai public war-
ship, the third ta religieus lufe in thc faniily, the fourth
te special services, thec luth ta cengregational treat-
ment ofithe yeung, and the sixtb ta hindrances.

'rtUP ELDERSIIIi'.

WVhite sanie Sessions nîodestly declimie ta anstre
the delicate questicns howv they perfornu their duuis,
almost unanimous testiniany is borne ta the faitbfi.
ness. cfliciency and pains with wvhicli the dunes es
signed ta flic eiders are usually dtscharged.

As a rule the utmost barmo'ny and co.oper=x
scem ta prevail on Session Bloards. The eiders Us
scopie for their diverse gis in Sabbath scbaol wge
in assisting in and canducting prayer mectmngsm
visitation oi tbe sick and sarrawing. Saine systema=
cally visît the members prior ta cach comnm;
sometimesincompanywîth tîepastor. In theseaài
other kîndred ways, very Marly, and your comamit
have rcason ta believe, an ever-increasing number d
aur eiders are daing înuch profitable xvork, bezd
discbarging those duttes that belang more exclit-
ly ta their otlice, mn thc administration of the =aa.
ments and attendance on the courts of the Chur&h

Vaout coînmittee are ai opinian, that wbere the mas
active eldership is te be faund there aise will be fon-
the most perfect organizatien ; and they are giadt
report that imcrensed attention bas apparently bezc
given ta this matter during the past ycar. Niq
congregatians; art: divided imita eiders' districts, ch2ý
in cites. Stratford tbinks it is iînpracticable in t
country. Vour committc %vould like ta know ,tb
in nearly ail thse Presbyteries there are S
Whîo nieet for prayer sometîmfes before the Sab
service, sametimes imnmediately ailler. berne L
meetings for conferemice prior ta communion,
few secan ta lacet for thîs specific put pose at*
timies. Evidently a considerable number baie
such meetings at ait. Perhaps net the least bc
sign is the feeling ai shortcoming humbly ac
ledged in most ai the reports, îvith the cxpiressed
solution on the part ai sorme te endeavour to
botter.

ORDiIN.ANCES.

One ai the first sîgns af the awakening lire ini
generateil seul is a growing reiisb for the me=m
grace : and your commnittee rejoice ta rear tb
spite ai ail that is being said by manywoe
perhaps is father ta the thought, cancerning'
fancied, "lwaning power ai the pulpitil ecrS
with but ont exception, bears hearty testixnary
regularity ai attendance on the preaching of
W'ord. Londan says " «The ititerest in thse Ilord
tinues unabated." Ini Paris Pres;bytery anc S
says " lThe attendaxice was neyer bettcr thami d
the past year,t ' and the report adds: IlThis, wi
baving recourse ta sensational attractions.e I
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Reports have been tectived froni ail the Presbytes.
tes within tIse baunds, and aithough the questions
wec samcewhat late in bel ng issîîe1, i fi evident (hmt
thie respective Canveners have s'îown, consideragt
dlilgensce in procurig returns (rom the varlaus S.
biotis. ht is tu bc regretteil that they bave only b.eM
partially sticLCssftil. Hanlton coînplainu ar g=ta
<lirnculty eNpericnced in getting replies, baving m~
cetved only twemty-faur rettîrms from fartyÇsve con-
gregations. In London and Sarnia about tim.
iourtbs sent replies. In Bruce tweive report out ci
twenty-onc congregatians and fautteen mission sua.
tions. Maittand rccivcd Ilprompt and foul 0replue
In Chathami ail repart but two ; In Huron ail but ont.
wlicrens in lParis andr Stratiord ail thse Sessions re-
port. Your committec rire ai opinion flint t'resby.
teries shoulri bc erîjoined ta taire morte vigorous acuici
ini the future te secure reports of saine sort (rom àZ
tIse Sessions ; for unlesa human nature is diifcretÉ
constituted in the Ilesbytcries of Paris and Straffrd
frant xvhat it is elsewhere, ycur committee know m.
goori renson xvhy the record of these two l>resbytents
in ihis respect sliould riat bc the record ofail the mIes.
If a Session have a conscientiaus 3cruple about sn4
îsmg replies ta any questions on this subject thty
should frankiy say -e j but your comrniteeveitureti
affirm that ne Session carreceive any General As-
sombly scliedule ou any subject, and cither careesa.'
negîcut out deliberately ignore iu, without moral da.
age ta themselvcs ; and fuither, that the Session thal
is cîther airaid or ashanied, ta dentl iairly and banessy
with tlie state ai religion witbin their congregaio:Il
onght ta give tlinselves ta seriaus searcbîngs cf
litart. Vour committc are not, afraid ta say tbh
whcre the cldersbmp ms earnest and active tbey w*.
as a rule, send returmis, and iurthcr, that the burdta
of tîsîs respansibility tests for the most part an tbt
Moderators.
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