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could be given why such a proposition should he mnst
emphatically negatived, and it made clear that the
Church can manage her own affairs.  We have a-ked
the officers of several secular societies whether on
paying their annual dues we c¢nuld be permitted to
vole without subscribing to the constitution and by.
laws, and once had the reply cynically given ** No,
our members manage our aflairs, but the churches do
that, who have to beat around for men and money.”
No one conversant with the working of the Churches
at the present time will attempt to deny that imany
subscribe to the fuads in order to have a vote. But
suvely if in secular affairs it 1s thought needful to ap-
peal to the highest tribunals to prevent legslation
being controlled by money, there is no less need to
guard against money influence being used to control
the affairs of the Christian Church  If the Church
be a divine institution if the work connected with it
be God's work—if the offering brought to the house
of the Lord be a sacred offering why give it over to
the management of the world ? Is the act of prayer
or praise more sacred to the man who bhas been
bought by redeeming blood than the dedication of his
substance ? or is such more secnlar and to be handed
aver to the world 2 So the Church of the present day
appears to s°y. Not so to the Apostolic Church,
\Vhat says Paul of the offerings from Philippi ? They
were “an odour of a sweet sinell, a sacritice accept-
able and well pleasing to God.” If the Church is not
to be governed by a mere temporizing expediency, if
she is to have any respect to her divine Model, if she
would not be the laughing-stock of those who, though
not Christians themselves, say, if we joun any society
we would hike to see its laws respected ; then it 1s
time for her to remember what has ever been the
practice of her purest and best days, and make a dif-
ference betwesn those who obey the Saviour’s com-
mands and follow Him ; and those who do not own
themselves His. In adopting any book of procedure
it would be well for the Ganeral Assembly to say
whether 1t means these rules to be observed, and by
what sanction enforced ; for assuredly there appears to
be no umformity of action at the present day nut any-
thing, so far as the working of congregations is con-
cerned, to distinguish between Presbytery and pure
Congregationalism.

We cannot intrude further upon yout space at pres.
entin giving mnstances of this laxness, but in many
cases such practices are observed., The sacred ordi-
nance of baptism s adrunistered where neither pa-
rent 1s a communicant, and that without the least no-
tice of it being given to the Church, not even to the
Sesston. Hirelings who have no connection with any
church are employed in choirs and 1n conducting the
service of song 1n the house of the Lord. If these
things be all right,if every congregation may decide for
1tselt who are to vote on teinporalities, etc., why have
any book of procedure? It s to be hoped the Assem-
biy will give no uncertain sound. ObstRy A1UR,

A CORRECTION.

MR. EDITOR,—In a late issue of Ttk CaNava
PRESBYTERIAN [ find the Rev. R. Wallace saying
that the late Dr. John LEdgar, of Delfast, was the
author of “The Vanations of Popery. This s a
mistake. The author of the book was the Rev. Dr.
Edgar, of Armagh. He irequently caited himself
Samuel Ohiver Edgar, to distinguish hum from Rev
D1, Samuel Edgar, of Ballinahinch, the father of
Dr. John Edgar, of Belfast. Lr. Ldgar, of Armagh,
was greatly encouraged in the wnitny and publica-
tion of the book by the late Archbishop and Primate
Beresford. Dr. Edgar gave much attention to the
collection of old books. When begmnmng to write
“The Variations” the Primate gave him full ac-
cess to the cathedral ibrary. A few months before
I left Ireland 1 spent the gxreater part of a day with
Dr. Edyar, of Armagh, and had a favourable oppor-
tunity of examining his extensive hibrary. On that
occasion he read me a letter he bad received from a
brother minister in the United States, in which the
writer stated that he had an opportunity of consult-
ing the works of the early Chnsuan Fathers, and
that he collated the quotations i Ds. Edgar's book
with the wnitings of the different authors, and that he
was able to state that the quotations were correct and
faithful, THoMAS LOWRY.
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LET YOUR L1sHT S0 SHINE.
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Let thy life be one long sermon,
Preaching an from day to day 3

Let the light which shone on Hemmon,
And the words Christ spake alway,

132 the model for thy preaching
L'en to those who go astray.

Thete are sorrow-bowed and sad ones
Crushed beneath the proud world's scomn,

Ia their anpuish and their darkness
Wishing they had ne’er been buen.

Let thy wo:k then be to lead such
Unto Him who wore the thotn,

At it, at it, late and carly,

Seck them out whete'er they be,
Tell them of the Christ who suffered,
And says ¢ Let all come to Me
\Vho are weak and heavy-laden,”

And gelicved they sure shall be.

Tell them of the God who loves them,
Teli them of the Chinst who died,

Tell them of the heaven abuve them,
Far beyond death’s turdid tide,

And how they may gain that heaven,
All through Him who for themn died,

Go then, labour thus, my Lrother,
Wielding well the Spint’s swutd ;

Thus thy life’s work for another
Shall receive thy Lord's regard,

And in heaven when life is over,
Thou shalt teap a tich reward.

STATE OF RELIGION.

The report on the State of Religion, submitted by
the Rev. Alexander Henderson, of Hyde Park, to the
sSynud of Hamulton and London, at London, May *,
1883, is published by request.

Your committee n submitting their report desire
ta be duly impressed with the supreme inportance of
the subject committed to them, believing that the re-
Ligious life of the flock committed to our care and the
glory of God thereby are the chief end of the
Church's existence.  [f the office of the ministry be
designed for the petfecting of the saints, for the build-
wig up of the body of Chnist, then our work is pre-
cmunently spinitual, and no matter how prosperous we
may be in wealth, 1n numbers, in social position and
the hike, if souls are not being brought into saving
union with Christ, and the Church advaacing to a
higher state of spintual life, then we are making no
progress worth the name, and are in imminent dan-
ger of being discarded by the Redeemer as a dead
thing, unfit to be a dwelling-place for God through the
Spirit. .

In these days, however, of prevailing tendency to
count the heads of converts, your committee do not
deem 1t quite superfluous to acknowledge that it is
impossible by any statistical tables, however carefully
prepared, or by any disciplinary scrutiny, however
severely exercised, to determine in all cases the true
from the false. [f in apostolic times, when the gen-
umeness of faith was tested in the crucible of perse-
cution, it took time for even an apostle to discover
that he had admitted onc who was “in the gall of bit-
terness and bond of iniquity,” and others who could
hie not only to man but to the Holy Ghost, how are
we, with less than apostolic endowments, in days
when it is respectable and in a money-loving age,
when it often pays to be outwardly identified with
Christ, to presume to separate in all cases the tares
from the wheat? While our Sessions, therefore,
judge the spimtual state of others with the utmost hu.
mility and caution, they yet recognize that where
real spintual life is there will also be manifest in
some degree * the {fruits of the Spirit.”

In order as far as may be to determine the state of
the religious hie of our people, as witnessed by exter-
nal fruits, the General Assembly’s Committee have is
sued six sets of questions.  The first setrelates to the
cldership, the second to the erdinances of public wor-
ship, the third to religious life in the family, the fourth
to special services, the fifth to cengregational treat-
ment of the young, and the sixth to hindrances.

ety

Reports have been received from all the Presbyte:.
ies within the bounds, and atthough the question
were soinewhat late in being issued, it is evident thy
the respective Convencrs have sitown considerable
diligence n procuning returns from the various Ses.
stons. [t 1s to be regretted that they have only bee
partially successful.  Hamilton complains of grey
difficulty evperienced in getting replies, having re. K5
cewed only twenty-four returns from fortysfive con. ¥
gregations.  In London and Sarnia about thie &
fourths sent replies. In Hruse twelve report out of
twenty-onc congregations and fourteen mission s,
tions. Maitland received * prompt and full * ceplieg
In Chatbam all report but two ; in Huronall but ope,
whereas in Paris and Stratford all the Sessions i BB
port. Your committce are of opinion that Presty. B
teries should be enjoined to take nore vigorous acuey B8
in the future to secure reports of some sort from 1] B
the Sessions ; for unless human nature is diiferent; SRS
constituted in the Presbyteries of Paris and Straifr! S8
from what it is elsewhere, your committee know oy {8
good reason why the record of these two Presbyteny; §3%
in this respect should sot be the record of all therss. J8

1f a Session have a conscientious scruple about send.
wy replics to any questions on this subject tiy B
should frankly say so; but your committee venturet; 8
affirm that no Session can‘receive any General As. K
sembly schedule on any subject, and either careless; i
neglect or deliberately ignore ity without moral dan g
age to themselves ; and further, that the Session thy 53
1s either afraid or ashamed to deal fairly and honesty §
with the state of religion within their congregatics
onght 1o give themselves to serious searchings o
heart. Your committee are not afraid to say thx T
where the eldership 1s earnest and active they v BB
as a rule, send returns, and further, that the burds B

of tis responsibility rests for the most part on ik §
Moderators.

THE ELDERSHIP,

While some Sessions modestly decline to angee §
the delicate questions how they perform their douy, 38
almost unanimous testimony 1s borne to the faitkk: B
ness, efficiency and pains with which the duties 1 %
signed to the elders are usually discharged. .

As a rule the utmost harmony and co-operit @
scem to prevail on Session Boards. The cldersfoi 8
scope for their diverse gifts in Sabbath school work 388
in assisting in and conducting prayer meetings,zf
visitation of the sick and sorrowing. Some system> N
cally visit the members prior to each commuoxz B
sometimes 1n company with the pastor. In these 13! B8
other kindred ways, very many, and your commri: JiS
have rcason to believe, an ever-increasing number o il
our elders are doing much profitable work, besics |
discharging those duties that belong more exclusie §i§
ly to their office, in the administration of the s I
ments and attendance on the courts of the Church §8

Your committee are of opinion'that where the ms 8
active eldership is to be found there also will be fox! o
the mast perfect organization ; and they are gl
teport that increased attention has apparently be}g
given to this matter during the past year. MoyEl
congregations are divided into elders’ districts, ch<5gs
in cities. Stratford thinks it is impracticable i t48
country. Your committee would like to know
In nearly all the Presbyteries there are Sessxek
who meet for prayer sometimes before the Sabiiif
service, sometimes immediately after. Some bixiig
meetings for conference prior to communion, b
few seem to meet for this speafic purpose atst
times. Evidently a considerable number bast
such meetings at all. Perhaps not the teast hop
sign is the feeling of shortcoming humbly acknSE
ledged in most of the reports, with the cxpressed

solution on the part of some to endeavour to
better.

ORDINANCES.

One of the first signs of the awakening lifeina
generated soul is a growing relish for the means
grace : and your committee rejoice to report thy
spite of all that is being said by many, whose ¥:
perhaps is father to the thought, conceraing
fancied “ waning power of the pulpit,” every Sess®
with but one exception, bears hearty testimoay
regularity of attendance on the preaching of 8
Word. London says* “The iuterest in the Worde:
tinues unabated.” In Paris Presbytery one St
says : “The attendance was never better thand
the past year,” and the report adds: * This, wi
having recourse to sensational attractions” Y
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