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HIGHWAYS.

E*Kings works:" This unlucky term has cost the Province
agh to make a good rond from Efalifux to Windsor; happily it
o 0ot now do auy great havm, although there are still in cer
B pleces remains of the old fecling; fifty years ago when the
e turned out to perform their statute labour, it was rare to
2 party that did one third the work they might have done;
by, however, usually fJattered themsclves that they had donea
days work for * Kings wotks,” and frequently observed that
2 & tnan worked for nothing, and found himself, it was not
Be txpecied that he would hurt himself by hard work.” Asthey
By f4t o tittle ashamed of their scanty work, they devised many
palous spologics. A considerable numher had no teams, and
ored that it was very unjust that they were compelled to make
for those that were richer than themselves without any com.
mlion ; numbers who had teams asserted that they would work
I 2 tearty good will, were it not that their voads were more

pout by the inhabitunts uf the next village than by them-
Every one gave some good reason for idling away his
Notr these men did not all act like fools at all times, but
i pctice was common enough to prove that it is not a bard
B¢ 0 teach men to be fools, Good roads aro necessary to all
patticulatly to the Farmer, who can hardly succeed without
and when he is repairing roads he is working for his own
B8t 2t much as he is when he is driving his Joad of hay upon
We well remember the time that what were called Roads
ghout ths Province were in a most wretched condition,
Riax was supplied with veal, mutton and poultry from Boston,
Wpork and beef, and the greater part of the butter came from
A vessel was expected from Cumberland in the fall with
be and some cheese s and some butter came by land in tubs
were brought in bags slung across the horses backs, for we
¥+ rusds upon which a wheel carrisge could pass in Novem.
jiod it was often necessary 20 assist the cattle that were driven
0, to get aut of the mire, which in many holes in the ronds
B yard decp.  Upon the level part of the road to Cobiquid at
JRRimo the foot passenger had the choice of stepping into a pud-
IR¥ clayey water about six inches deep, or of placing his feet
B e tidges of mud between the puddles, where he would only
[0 the tops of his shees. Tlie faces of the dry hills between

© HALIFAX, N. 8.,

- T

NO. 19,

APRIL 1, 1843,

hulluw chianncls full of rolling stunes.  ‘F'o Sie John Wentworth
aud the late Hlun Michacl Wallice must be attributed the honor
uf commencing in serious earnest 10 cpen and improve the suds,
The effect was soan perceptible  Country producs arrived in town
in quantitios that seeprised the [nhabitants, who sdon discoveted
that the mutt.n and ponltey of this c-untry tasted as well as that
which camo fram Doston. Yot some time the majority of the ine
hatitants heliceed that the byttes was fnfinor to tho Irish, but
mot finally leatnad to prefer i, There was mote dificulty in
intruducing the purk, it being generally asserted that it was impos.
«ilile to raise such as would Le fit fur salting, and had {here not
been in the town d fow who having been AmeticAn farmets, had
lieen atcustorhed to eaising and saltlng pork, this prejudies would
hiave kept it out of the matket for a long thtie. It was however
finally discovered that gond pork could be raised hera as well as
in Ircland; and it was also discovercd that the countryriien would
valse something to bring to matket as soon as they had zoads they
could pass with carts,

Qur present custom of appointing overseers and ommissioners
of ronds necessarily puts this businets into tands of inferior skill
in many cases.  We are not born with the khowledge of road-
moking any more than wo are with that of ahy other mechanieal
art, By long ptactice we acquire skill, and when this skill is trans.
mitted to others who learn something theutselves, it in time be-
comes an art which can be committed to memory, and which will
point out a correct practice to those whose talents would never
have cnsbled them to discoter it withcut such assistance, The art
of making rouads is a brauch of engincering, and there are books
which give much tscful itformaticsi on this subject, but they are,
in general, works which are not easily procused in this Provinge,
cven at a high price.  We have however reason to believe thet this
desideratum will soon be supplied by the publication of 2 cheap
work which will contain an sbstract of all the principal improve-
ments in toadmoking which haso been introduced into Britain of
late years. We recollect the admiration which was gencrally
expressed by teamsters upon passing the road near the Lodge, and
the road to the Tower, made under the direction of the Duke of
Kent.  Such roads had not before been scen in Nova Scotis, and
it bad been generally supposed that there was no sueh thing asa
road without suts; but as the remarkable easo with which loads
were drawn upon these smooth hard roads was observed by all, at-
tempts were soon made to imitate them, generally in a very im.
perfect manner, s our road makers did not understand the prin.
ciples of their work. Iiad there been such a Treatise as the one
teferred to gencrally circulated when the improvement of our rosds
commenced, we are convinced it would been of more advantage to
the Province, than all the money that was ever expended on tho
roads in any one yuar.

CUCUMBERS.
The Iast season was so warm that the insects who produce the
black spots on this fruit appeared again in those places where they
prevailed before the cold seasons. ‘The Cucumber should net
therefure be planted on the ground whero they grew last year, nor
in any place where they were affected with black spots within

goors and Fulte's resembled the beds of dry brooks, being

twelve years, for thore is reason to believe that the eggs of these



