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A SERMON,
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Vo shall all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ.

1. How wany dircumstancos concur to raise the
awfulness of the preseut solemnity! The general
coucourse of peaplo. of every nge. sex, raok. and
condition of life, willingly and uawillingly gathered
togethier not only frowm tho noighbuuring, but from
distant parts; criminals speedily to ho brought forth,
und having no way to escapo: officers waiting
their various posts, to ovecute the orders winch shall
be given ; and the representative of our Gracious
8uvereign, whom wo so highly roverenco and
houor. The accusion likewisc of this nssewbly adds
not a littlo to the solemnity of it, to lionr and deter-
mine causes of overy kind, some of which are of
the most important nature ; on which deponds no
lags than lifo aad deuth; death, that aacovers the
face of etoruity ! It was, duubtless, iu order to in-
creaso tho scrious sense of these things, and notin
tho miads of the vulgar ouly, that the wisdom of
our fore futhers did uot disdaia to appoiut evensever-
al minute cirenmstaoces of this solemnity. Porthese
also, by means of the ey¢ or oar, may moro decply
affect the heart; und when viewed in this light,
wumpfels, staves, apparel, are no longer trifling or
insignificant, but subservient iu their kind and de-
gree, to tho most valuable ends of society.

2. But as awful as this solemuity is, one far more
awful is at hand. For yot alittle while, and ** we
shall all stand heforo this judgoment-seat of Christ.”
« For as I live,” saith the Lord, * every knee shall
‘how to me, and every tongue shall coafessto God.”
And inthat day, * every ouno ofusshall give accouut
1o Gad.”

3. Hud all men a deep senso of this, bow effec-
tually wonld it seeure the intorests of socicty! [Por
what more foreible motive can bo conceived to the
practico of genuine morality ; to a steady pursuit of
solid virtus ; nnd uniform walking in justico, mercy,
and truth?  What could strengiben ous hauds 1
all thatis good, and deter us from all evil, like a
strang conviction of this, tho Judge stnndoth at the
dour and we aro shortly to stand hefore him ?

4. It may pot therefore, be improper, or vusuita-
‘ble to the design of the present assembly, to con-
sider.

1. The chief circumstances which will preccde
our standing hefore the judgincut-seat of Christ.

2, Thejudgment itselfs and,

3. A fow of the circnmstance, which will follosw it

1. Tetusin the fisst place, consider the chief
circurastances which precede vur standing before the

Judgment-seat of Thrist.

And 1st.* « God will shew signs tn the carth be-
noath:" particulasly he will * arisc to shake terribly
tha earth. “The earth shall reel to and fro liko a
«drunkard, and shali be removed fike a cottage.t
There shall bo earthquakes,” {not in divers only,
‘but) *in all places;™ not one only, or a few, but
in every part of the habitable world; even **such
@5 were Rot, sisee mea were upon the earth, so
mighty earthquakes indso great.””  In one ofthese,i
“ overy islaud shall flco away, and the mountans
will not be fouud.” AMean time all the waters of
the terraquzous globe will fecl tho violence of those
concussions ; || the sea and waves roaring,” with
such un agitation as had never been knowu  before,
sinco the hour that, * the foundatioas of the great
deep were broken up,™ 1o destroy the ocarth which
then stond out of the water and in the water. The
air will bo all storm and tewmpest, fol! of dark § va-
pourx and pillars of smoke, resovading with thua-

dor from pole to pole, and torn with ten thousand

#* Actsii. 19. + Lukezn. i1, ikg; zv1, 20, |} Liuke xxi, 25.
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Vightnings.  But die cotituotion will vot stop in
the region of the irs ® ** the powwors of heaven shall
be shaken.  Thore shall ko sigus in the sun, and
in the moon, und 1o the stirs;™ those fixt, as welt
ax thoso that move rouud them. ¢ ‘The sun shall
be turned into turkness, and the mouen into bluud,
bofuro tho great und terrible day of the Lord
come. 3 'FThe stars shall withdraw their shiniag,”
yoa. and * full from hoaven,” being Jirown outof
thoir own orbits ; and then shall be heard the uni-
vorsal shout, || from all the companies of heaven.
followed by the voico of the Archaugol, prockuining
the approuch of the Son of God and man; and the
tumpet of God, svunding an alarm to all that sleep
in the dust of the earth,  Iu comscquence of thus,
all the graves shadl open, sud the bodies of men
ariso.  § ** The sea shall gvo up the «dead which
aro thevein,” and overy one shall arise with his own
bady ; his own in substapce, nllh(mgh so changed
in its propertios, as wo caunut concuive. 9§ *bor
this coriuptible will (then) put on meorruption, and
this mortal put on immortality.,”” Yea death and
hades, the invisible world, shall deliver up the dead
that aro ju them: so thut all who ever lived and
dicd since God created wan, shall be raised incor-
ruptible and immortal.

2. At the same timo the Son of Man shall send
forth his nogols over all the earth, #* « And they
shall gather his elect from the four winds, from one
end of beaven to tho other.” And the Lord himself
shall «* como with clouds, in his own glory, and the
glory of his father, with ten thousand of his samts,
even myriads of angels, and 4 shall sit upon the
throno of his glory. Aud before huu shall be ga-
thered all oatious, and he shall separate them one
feom auother, aud shall set_ the sheep (tho good)on
his rigtie hand, and the goats (the wicked) upon te
left. Coucerning this general assembly itis thatthe
beloved disciple speaks thus: il I saw the dead
(all tbat bad beeu), sinail and great, stand befare
God.  And the bouks were opened (a figurative ex-
pression, plainly referning to the manner of proceed-
g among men), and the dead weie judged out of
those things that were written in the bouks accord-
iug to ther works.”

H. 'These are the chicf circumstances which are
recorded in the Oracles of God, as preceding the
genecal judgment.  We are, secoundly, to cousider
«he judgisent nslf, so far as it hath pleased God to
reveal it

1. The person by whory God will judge the world
is his only beguticn Sou. whose ** goiugs forth are
from everlasting, who is God over all, blessed fo
ever”  Unto hite, being §§ + the eut-beaming of Ins
Futher's glory, the express image of his person,” the
“ather 9194 <hatheomnmitted alljudgment, because he
i3 the Sou of man :** because, though ho was *#9yy
the form of Gad, and thought it not robbery to be
oqual with God, yet he emrpried bimself, taking up-
vu him the furm of a servant, being mwade iu the
biheness of men,” Yeu, because, * being found
12 tashion as a man, he humbled timself (vet far-
thcrz becoming obedient to death, even the euth
of o cruss. W herelore God hath lughly exaliey
him,” as man, to try the children of men; tobe the
* Judge beth of che quick and the dead ; both of
those that shall he found alive at lis coming. and
of those who were bofuso gathiered to their sathers.

2, The tune termed by the Prophet, + The great
and terribie day,” is usually in Scripture stiled {4e
day of the Lord. The spaco from the creation ol
man upon the carth to e epd of all things, s the
day of the seus of men . the thwe that 15 aow passig
over us is properly our dgy. .\ hen this 15 ended,
the day of the Lord will begyin, But who can say,
flow lung it will continue? ~ « Vith the Lord, ene
day is as a thousand yoar, zod a thousand yearsa.
cae dag.”  Aad feem this very eapress.on, some ot
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the ancient fathers drow that infsrence, that whaias
commonly called the doy of judgment, would be
indeed a thousand years.  And it scoms they did
not go beyend tho truth ; uay, prohably they did
uotcome up tuiy, Forif we cousider the numbey
of persons who aro to he judged, and of actions
which aro to be inquired into, it does not uppoar
that a thuusaud years will sutlice for the transactions
ot that day. 8o thatitway pot improbibly com-
prisesoveral thausands of yoars. But God shall re-
veal thus also in its season.

3. With regard to che place wiere manhind will
ho judged, we have no explicit zecount w Serip-
twre.  Au eminent writer (but oot ho afone: wany
have been of the same opinion) suppuoses it will te
on earth, where the warks were done, accordir ¢ w
which they will be judged, and that Ged will, i
order thercto employ the angels of his strength,

*To smooth and leagthen out the buuudless space,
Aud spread au aica fur all humou race.”

But perhaps it s more agreeable to our Lord's vnn
accvunt of fus comig 1u the clouds, to suppuse 1t
will be above the earth, if not *“tnice  planetiry
height.”  Awnd this supposition is not a htdle favour-
cd by vhat St. Paul writes to the Thessalunians,
** The dead in Christ shall rise first.  “Then we whe
remain alive, shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Loid w the @, 1 1hes.
iv. 16, I7.  Bo that it scems most probable, that
the great white throne will be exalted high above
tho carth.

4. "T'he porsons to bo judged, who can count. any
moroe than the drops of rain, or the sands of tho sen?
*¢ { bebeld,” saith saint Johy, ** a great maltitude
which no wan can number, clothed with whte
robes, and palms in their bands.”  1low immensc
then must be the total multitude, of all nations, wud
kindreds, and people and tongues? OF all that
have sprung from the loins of Adam, since the waid
hegan, till time shall be no maore ! If we adont ike
common supposition, which scems no ways abisurd,
tirat the earth bears. at any ono tinut, Lo less than
eight hundred millivns of hiving souls, men, wowey,
and children: what a congregation must all these
generations mahe, who have succceded each uthor
tor soven thousand years!

“ Great Xerxes' world 14 amrs, prond Canuw's host,
They all are bere, and here they all arclost:
Theie nuzbers snell to be discerned invaun,

Lost as a drop io the unbvuuded mae.”

BEvery man, every woman, every infant of daye.
that ever breathed the vital air, will then hear tho
voice of the Sonof God, aud start inte life, and aj -
pear hefure him.  And th's seems to be the inport
of that expression, the dead small and great: all,
vaiversally; all, without excoption; all,” of every
age, sex, or degree; all that ever lived aud died, or
underwent such a change as will be equivalent wuh
deaih. For long before that day. the phantom of
huinan greatness disaprears, and sinks intonothing !
Even in the moment of death, that vagishes awas.
WWho is rich or great in the grave ?

5. And every maa shull there “give an account
of his own works : yea. a full and true account of
=1l that ho ever did while in tho hady, whether it v s
zood or evil. O what a scene Wit then ho diselns-
ed in the sight of ungels aud men! Nor will all the
actions ulone of every child of mun be then brought
to apes view, butall their words; secing “overy
idle word wLich meu shall spcak, they sk I' give nc-
count thercofin the day of judgment,” diatth. xu.
35. Sothat “by thy words,” as well worhs,
«« thou shalt be justified, or by thy words . ,on sl2lt
e conderned,” ver. 37. Will got God then brin
to light'every cireumstanee 210 that acee apan o
every word or acticn; awd if not aiterod the nuture
vet les~ened or jucreased tho goodness or haduoss of
thom 7 And how easy is this to hin, who is about
aur bed, and shout our p.h, aud spicth out all our
wags1” We kraw Wihe davkness is po darkue
to ki, but the niglt shiscil us the cay.”
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