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BIOGRAPHY.
THE VENERABLE BEDE.

This venerable man, tho ornmmnent of his age and
country, wasborn in 673.  As tho close of his
« Peclesiastical istory” ho gives the following
simple, unaffected narcative of bis life :~—* Born in
tho torritory of tho same monnstery,” (of Weremouth,
in tho kingdom of Northumberland) * I wes, by my
relations, conunitted, atsoven years of age, to the
curp of the reverend Abbot Beuedict, in order to be
oducated, and afterwards to Colfrd. From that
period I have resided constantly in that monastery,
and havo applied myself.wholly to the study of the
Holy Seriptures; and in tho intervals of the observ-
ance of regular discipline, and the daily care of sing-
ing in the church, havo always found it sweet to e
oithor learning, or teachin§, orwriting. Ju the 19th

oarof my li?e, 1 received the order of deacon, and
in my thirtieth, that of priest. both by the ministry of|
athe most reverced Bishop John,” (of Beverley,
Bishop of Hexham), “and the command of Abbot
Colfrid. Frow the time of my receiving the office
of priest to the fifty-ninth yoar of my age. I have
been engaged in either briefly noting from the works
of the veuerablo futhers, for the nocessities of me
and mine, these things on the Scriptures, or in
adding some new cowmment to their sense and in-
terpretation.”’

Tt has been justly remarked, that * ho nover knew
what it was to do nothing." e wroto on_alifithe
branches of knowledge then cultivated in Europe.
In Greck and Hebrew he had a skill very uncom-
moniu that barbarous age, and by his instructions
and example ho raiscd up many scholars. 1his let-
ter to Egbert, archbishop of York, will show the
high views which he ontertained of the qualificati-
onsof a Christianminister ; and his life o7 Ti. Cuth-
bert, the high opiion he had of such a man.

Bede died in the year 735, and the circumstances
of lis death are thus described by his pupil Cuthbert,
afterwards of Abbot of Jarson :—

“ About two weeks before Easter he bagan to be
much troubled with shortness of breath, yet without
pain; and thuy continued, cheerful and rejoicing,
giving thanks to Almighty God day and night, nay,
oven every hour, till the day of our Lord’s Ascension.
Xie daily vead lessons to us, hisscholars : the rest of
tho day he spent iu siugiug psalms. The nights he
passed without sleep, yet rejoicing and giving thanks.
unless when a little slumber intervened. When he
awoke he resuined his accustomed devotions, wnd
with exnanded bauds never ceased roturuing thanks
to God. JIndeed, I never saw with my eyes, nor
heard with my ears, any one so diligentin his grace-
ful dovotions. O truly blesse«. manl. e sang that
seatzuco of St Paul, It is a fearful dung to fail
into tho hands of the living Goc,” and mauy other
things from the Seriptures,in which ke admouished
ug to arouse oursclves from thoe sloep of the mind.
e alo recited sowething in our Enghish language,
for he was very leamed in our songs 3 and puthng
his thoughts into_LEnglish verse, he repeatzdit with
sauch feeling. For this nceessary journey no one
<an be more prudml than ke oujf'ht to be, to think
beforo bis going honce what of good or ovil his
spirit after deatli will bo judged worthy of. e
also sang anthems, according to his_and our cus-
fom : oue of which is, * O glorivus King, Lord of
Hosts, who triumphing this day, didst ascend above
all the heavers, leave us not orghans ; but send the
promise of the father, the Spirit of Truth upon us.
Alleluia  When ho camo 2o the words, leave us niot,
ho bumst into tears, and wept much. By tums we
read, and by turns we wept; indecd, wo always
read in tears. In such solemn joy we passed tho
fifty days. But during these days, besides tho daily
lessons which he gave, and the singing of psalms,
ho cndeavoured to .composo two works; the one,
a translation of St. John's into English ; the
otlier, a collection out of St. Isidore’s hook of notes.
On Tuesday beforo Ascension-day his broathing be-

lgan 1o be very strongly afieeted, nuwd a e swel-;
== [ ling appearce i his leet.
=4

Al that day he dietated
cheertully, and sometimos said, * Mahe basto, ! suow
uot how Toug 1 whall lotd ot any Maser iy tabhe
me away very soon.” It scemed to us he hgew well
hie was near his end. e pussed tne might awake
in thanksgiving. On W cduesday wwormng he or-
dered us to write speedily what wo had begun. Ty
being doue, we walked ull the thisd hour, with the
rolics of thoe saints, as the custom of the day reyusred.
‘Chen one of us said to him, ¢ Most dour master,
there is  yct ono chaptor wantinng. Do you thunk at
troublesome to be ashed any more questions I e
answered, *1tis no trou! ie; take your pew, and
writo fast:® he did so. But at tho mnth hour he
said to e, * [ have some waluables m my lttlo
chest. Run quickly, and br.ng all the priosts of the
monastery 1o1me.’  When they eame, be distributed
his small "presents to them, aud exhorted each of
them to attend to their 1~asses anel prayers, They
all wept whea he told thera they would see b no
nore ¢ but rejoiced to hear hun say, *Itis now
time for me t0 veturn to him who made me.  Lhe
time of my dissolution draws near. I desire to be
dissolved, and 10 be with Christ. Yes, mmy soul
desires to sco Christ, my king, in his beaaty.” In
this manner ho continued to converse cheerfully till
the evening, when the pupil mntivned befuse, sanl
10 him, * Dear master, one sentenco is sull wanting.”
Heroplied, ¢ Writo quickly.’ "Lhe youuyg man siud,
1t is finished.” lio apswered, * Thov hast well
said; 2l is now finished.  Hold my head with thy
hands, for I shall delight to sit on tue opposite side
of the oo, on the hioly spot at which 1'have been
acenstonugl to pray, and where, whilst sitting, T can
mvoke my Father.’ VWhen he was placed on the
pavement of his little place, he sang, * Glory bo to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Joly Ghost;®
and expired as he uttered the last words.”

Such was the happy, the glurious conclusion of
hie to this first of scholars ! Me was called the weise
Nazon, by his contemporaries, and the venerabls Bede
hy bis posterity ; end as loug as great modesty,
prety, and leaning, united i oue character, ure the
objeets of venerauon ameng mankind, e memory
of Bede must be revered.—Nee Cuthberti Epist. in
Bed. Hist. a Smith ; Henry's Hist. of Great Bri-
tvin, iv. p. 30; Tacnley's [llust. Rib. Lit. i. 242
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The following correspondence between the Rev.
Leen Ricnsono, (well known as the autior of the
Lriryman’s Daughter,) and tio Emperor of Russia,
&ec., 1> taken from the New-York Edition of Mr.
Richmond's Memoir, published 1829, It eahibins
the character, and christian spirit of the parties, in
an advantageons and amiable peiut of view, and
will, we trust, be found interesting to our readers.

During tho Fmperor Alexander’s visit to this
country, Mr. Richmond had the gratification of
meetigyg Dim at Portsmouth.  Mr. Richwond had
ascended a lofty tower, in the dock-yard, and from
s sutpmit was vewing, through a telescope, the
surrounding objects, when Lis Imperial Majesty and
suite unexpectedly came to tho spot.  Mr. Richmond
offcred to withdraw ; but the Emperor wouid not
consent, seying—* Perhaps, sir, you are acquainted
with the pomts of view before us?”  Mr. Richmond
assured Jim, he well knew overy spot-in the neigh-
bourhood ; and, drawing out his telescope, dirccted
the oye of tho Emperor to the diffcrent objects wor-
thy of notice. After along and interesting conver-
sazion with his Majesty, beforg they scparated, Mr.
Richmond said—* I avail myself of this opportunity
to thank your Tmperial Majesty, in my own name,
and in that of all the friends of the Bible Society in
Eugiand, for the distinguished patronage and sup-

ort that your Majesty has shown to tho same cause
m Russia™ The Xmperor obligingly roplicd~ Sir,
wny thanks aro rather dueto yourcountry, and to the
friends of tho causc: for, had it not been for your

e
example, we should have hud vo Bible Society in
Russta.”

Same months after this singular interview, Mr.
Richmond mielosed a copy ot his Tracts, wnh the
folowing letter 1o his Tmperial Majesty.

“ May it please your hnperial Majesty,

“ An offer has been made 10 me, by the Rev. Mr.
Paterson, of couveying a copy of the book which ac-
companpies this letter to your lmpenal Majesty,
thwough the Kinduess and condescension of His 1ix-
cellency the Prince Galitia.

« In presuming to tako this hiberty, I am influenced,
noi by 1he opiuion which 1 myself ¢ntertam as to the
value of the contents of the volumes, hut by the firm
persuaston which 1 hold, that the Christian senti-
ments which form the foundation of those simple
narratives, are dear to vour Majesty's heart.

# Your Majests's public conduct and avow ed prin-
ciples, have tended to convineo me, that neither the
splendour of imperial dignity, nor the glory of mih-
tary conquests, are, in your AMajesty’s estimauon,
comparable to the privileges and blessings which
Chnistiunity alone can confer on thoso whe hve un-
der the intluence of the Gospel of cur Lord and
Saviour Josus Christ.

“In the belicf and hope that itis your Majesty’s
desire to promote the temporal and eternal intercsts
of the people of Russia, by any instrument, Lhowever
apparently sinall and urworthy, which God way see
good to bless, I submit this ittle volume to your
Majesty’s candid acceptance.

* These short, * Aunals of the Poor’ have been
made very useful, through the merey and power of
God, to many in this country.  England is now -
tuched to Russux, notonly by past pohtical anu friend-
iy relations, but much wore than ever, by your
Majesty’s dignified and condescending  deportment,
during your recent visit to thus hingdom. — May the
Kiug ot kings, who is alihe tne Lord of Russit aud
of Liritaiu, utahe use of even so feehlo an wstrament
as this litde volume, to comney some of the spirtual
blessings which Lizse attended s publication m Byi-
taiy, to the utwest eatent of your Magsty's de-
miniois.

“ When your Majesty shall be pleased to receive
this bpok, may the author of it bo permitted to re-
mind your Mugesty, that ae is the sawe individual
whow your Mujesty saw at tho summit of the lof.y
twer, in the duch-yard at Portswouth, on Fuday
June 2ith last; and who then had the unexpected
ionour of lending your Majesty the telescope with
wluch your Majesty surveyed tho surrounding pros-
pect.  ‘Fhe kind aud condescending manner inwhich
your Majesty was plcased to potice an Enghsh stray-
ger ou that occaston, is recollected with the siucer-
ot satisfaction and gratitude, whilst I now present
this volume to your Majesty’s notic-.

* Your Majesty will be pleased to ullow me, as a
miaister of the Gospel, to conclude, by praying Al-
mighty God, that Jis grace, peace, aud mercy, may
be abundantly poured down upon your Majesty, and
upon the people of your extensive domimons, over
whon He has given yon tho carthly sovercignty!

*May tho Gospel of tho blessed Jesus prosper
among tho subjects of all tho Russias ; and that it
may be your Majesty’s chief crown of rejcicing, in
tl;o groat day of his appearauce, is the suppheation
o

* Your lmperial Majesty's
Most o. dient
and unworthyservant
“r,. R

The following veply was received by Mr. Rich-
mond, from bis ’l’mpcrial Majesty, accompanied with
a nng of considerablo value.—~

“ Reverend Sir,

“Tho copy of your book, eatitled ¢ Annals of
tho Poor," was, according to your desire, presentod
1o his Imperial Majeésty tho Emperor Alexander, by



