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ane the matricalant a sceond chance in the fall in case
he were plucked which would be better than complicating
things by granting a supplementary matriculation at
Cluistinas  These are two suggestions which we think
the Cauncil would be wisc in considering.

THE STUDENTS® UNION.

A slight review of the objects and purposes of the
Students” Union, which has been much heard of lately,
may not be out of plize in view of the numerous invita-
tions which have been extended to the Students of this
University to enroll themselves among its members,

In the prelmmary arcular issted by the Union,
bevond certam Utopan Sche:mes, such as Student repre-
sentation in Parliament, and the like. which, however
desirable, are and  will be, for <ome time 1o come. very
far distaut, nothing definite in the way of attraction or
advaitage was referred to but a co-operauve scheme for
obtaining books at a lower cost than at present. Thisas
the point which all the meetings, which have been held
up to the present time. have put forward as the keystone.
as it were, of the Union The scheme in question is to
establish an Emporium, where all the students of the
Umon wonld obtaun ther books, apparatus, &c., the pro-
prictor of course petting them at wholesale prices and
charging on such prices such an advance as would
ensure to him a reasonable retura for his risk and trouble
At first sight this scemns tobe a ven fuasible idea. but on
closer exammatien vartous difficultics wall appear which,
when weighed, will be found to more than counierbalance
the advantages  In the fisst place, though the scheme
hax been laid before all the great bookselling firms in this
city. they have all, up 1o the present. declined o under-
1ake it, the sole offer coming from a Mr. Smath, propne-
tor of a druggist> cstablishment on Queen Street West,
and heis oot Ly any means prepared to take up the
matter as his own speculatton. . He roquines a guasantee
of so much business. I thmk at the last Mass Mecting
Sro00 for the inst year wnd $10000 a year afterwards,
were the terms mentioned.  In addition o this the
vanons details of the busvinexs, such as keeping the
accounts, receiving orders, &c. would necessitate the
cmplovment of a Scoretan whose salary would hawe 10
be pard by the Con.

The refusal of the leadmy booksclling firm= 1o under-
iake the business, the questzon of the guarantec, the
mexpenence of Mr. Smth w the trade, arc all pamts
which wounld naturally canse <ome hesitation in undes
taking the matter, but granted that these dusicultzes
could be sunmounted the mam question comes up as e
what protit the studemts woulld desive frora such .
Emporium, suppeeang one started and in full operation
At abe Mass Mot hdd an the Temperance He
o Feluuay 230 e question came up taa ehivous
antt i wasargtiod vweny i e leatliades M Lol
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the author of an able argument in the " Farsity, of Feb.
17, inade an able speech in which he conclusively shewed
that the vecuniary advantages were so little, il any, in
advance of what can be obtained by any number of
students acting in concert, that, if the ‘Union had no
other particular aim in view but this one, its promotion
would certainly not be of any benefit.  He stated that
the average profit made on students’ books was some 23
per cent., roughly speaking. By the establishment of the
Emporium, there would be an apparent immediate gain
of 14 per ceat, Mr. Smith requiring 10 per cent. above
the wholesale cost price for his time and trouble; but to
offsct this and the salary of the Sceretary, and the 10
per cent. discount which any student can now obtain for
cash under the present system.  This leaves a profit of
<ay 5 per cent., and this cerlainly is not sufficiently large
to form any nduccment to Trinity to enter a Union
offecring no other practical advantages. In fact if we
only combined among ourselves in the same manner as
McMaster Hall and Knox College, we could obtain a
discount of 25 per cent. from any wholesale housce in
town, which would amount to morc than could be
obtamned under the Emporiuim system viewed in its most
favorable aspects.

We have dealt at some leagth with this question of
co-uperation, as so much stress has been laid upon its
advantages ever since the inception of the Union.  With
cvery wish to sec a hearty  co-operation among student
bodics on all matiers affecting their general welfare, we
cannot think the Students’ Union, as far as it is at
present developed, meets the want.  As a trading Asso-
ciation, we think it would soon prove a failure, and as
existing for no higher purposc than social objects, could
not sustain itsclfl

CQUWAMUNICATIONS.
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THE LATE MEETING IN THE CONVOCATION
HALIL.

Lo tiie Editors af Rouge ¢t Noir,

DR Sirs. -\ shont e ago we were called
together o ~agathering of the Fricndsof Trinity « ollcge
... for the purpose of receiving a report as to thc pro-
yress of supplamental endowment fund, and considering
what steps should be taken for completing the work in
Torant”  The mvitations to this mzcting were. T sup-
poe. nued o alt those who, it might be supposed. were
interested an the Collage, doubtless with the veny landable
obicct of raising an eathusiasm somcwhat commensurate
uith the amount to be mised and the work to be done;
and very cncouraging it was to sce from the repont
sucd. the wan many of our old friends had come for-
ward with the greatest liberality.

At the wiecting there spoke from the platform three
Buhops.one Chicl Justice and one Clergyman, besides
the Prvenst and Chasicellnr,. OF thesc, the three Bishops,
the Chiel Justice. and the Chanccllor have, more or less,
boets Weet prominent in the govermment of the Lui-
sty By wiany years, and ael the speoches were




